
 

 

 

Ox Close Friends Coffee Mornings 
Thank you to those of you who came along to the Ox Close Friends coffee mornings this week. The 
Friends work really hard and raise vital funds for the school. They also organise and facilitate a number 
of events which help bring parents into school and to come together in general.  

Educational Visits 
This week has seen a number of educational visits as the children in various year groups have enjoyed 
trips out. Yesterday Reception enjoyed a wonderful visit to Hall Hill Farm and I know that they received 
lots of praise from members of the public. Years 3 and 4 also represented the school superbly when 
they visited Washington Wildfowl Park on Wednesday and the children had a fabulous time. Well done 
to the children and thank you to the staff for organising those terrific experiences.  

Parent/Carer Questionnaire 
Thank you to those of you who have returned the questionnaires that Miss Bewick sent out before half 
term. You can still return your questionnaire if you haven’t done so already. It is really important to take 
on board the opinions of parents and we will use the findings to inform our parental engagement.  

Pupil Premium Funding 
In light of the financial context facing all schools, it is vital that we access all possible funding. Pupil 
Premium funding is available from the Government for pupils where a parent/carer is in receipt of an 
eligible benefit, as follows: 

 Universal Credit with an earnings threshold that does not exceed £7,400 

 Income Support (IS);  

 Income-related employment and support allowance  

 Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA);  

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999;  

 Child Tax Credit, provided that they do not receive Working Tax Credit and have an annual 
income (as assessed by the Inland Revenue) that does not exceed £16,190 

 Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit. 
We sent out forms to the parents of all of those pupils who are not currently in receipt of Pupil Premium 
funding. We would be really grateful if you could fill the forms in if you think that you may 
qualify- school organises the checks. Thank you for your support! 

Ox Close Pride Week 
Following last year’s incredibly successful inaugural Ox Close Pride event, organised magnificently by 
Mrs Woods, we will be holding an Ox Close Pride week, week commencing Monday 17th June. Mrs 
Woods has sent out letters giving further details and I am sure that it will be another very successful 
event.  

Get Stuck In Day 
Miss Bewick has been busy planning a makeover of our wonderful Community Garden. Groundwork 
are going to come and help us to get the garden back up and growing. On Wednesday 19th June, we 
are holding a ‘Get Stuck In Day’, for which we still need adult volunteers to come in and help. In the 
afternoon there will be an opportunity for those volunteers to work with their children. Miss Bewick has 
sent out a separate leaflet which gives further details. 

Auditions for Annie 
Spennymoor Stage and Song are staging the musical production of ‘Annie’ on Tuesday 21st April to 
Saturday the 25th April 2020. They are looking for girls who have a strong interest in singing, dancing 
and acting, and who are aged between 7 – 13. Open auditions will take place on Saturday 13th and 
Sunday 14th of July at 10am at Rosa Street Chapel. 

Forest Summer School 
We are very proud of our wonderful Outdoor Learning provision and Sc.out.ed and Sam Jackson play a 
vital part in that. Chris Baker, who works with Sam, has often offered holiday Forest School activities 
and he has been in touch this week. The Forest Summer School is scheduled to run in the final week of 
the school holidays and full details will be sent out soon.  
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Mini Kicks 

Christian Taylor, who recently ran our Family Learning sessions at Ox Close, has been in touch this 
week. The Foundation of Light are running a ‘Mini Kicks’ group on a Friday evening at Middlestone 
Moor Community Centre. This group is aimed at children who are aged 8-12 and will run from 5pm until 
6pm. The opening night will be on Friday 14th June. If you would like any more information, please call 
Christian on 01388 317005 or email him at Christian.taylor@foundationoflight.co.uk.  

Next Year’s Classes 
We are now starting to look ahead and arrange our classes and provision for next year. In general, 
there will be little change but we always look at the social dynamics within classes and year groups and 
make alterations or changes if we think they are beneficial. We will keep you posted as we finalise 
arrangements.  

Class Charts 
Our top scorer in Reception this week was Henry R, while Joshua E triumphed in 1/2. In Key Stage 2, 
Joel J scored highest in 3/4 and Sophie P had the most points in 5/6. 

Attendance 
3/4H had the highest attendance this week with 100%. The overall school attendance this year is 96.6% 
while this week it has been 95.1%. Three classes were perfectly punctual and 210 minutes were lost 
due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence has been determined as 90%.  
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the 
Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty 
notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday 
gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes 
absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

 Dates for the Diary 
Tuesday 11th June Year 2 Trip  - Seaham – Beach School 

Tuesday 11th June 
Reception parents in the hall to look at Reception 
homework (3.00-3.30pm) 

Friday 14th June 

Father’s Day Lunch:  Reception             11.15am 
                                  Years 1 & 2           11.45am 
                                  Siblings Families   12.15pm 
                                  Years 3 & 4           12.40pm 
                                  Years 5 & 6             1.00pm 

Week commencing  Monday 17th June Ox Close Pride Week 

Monday 17th June 9am EYFS Father’s Day Event 

Tuesday 18th June Year 1 School Trip – Seaham – Beach School 

Wednesday 19th June Get Stuck In Day in Community Garden 

Wednesday 19th June 10:10am - 5/6W Class Assembly 

Friday 21st June PRIDE – Picnic and Parade 

Sunday 23rd June Ox Close Summer Show – Spennymoor Town Hall 

Monday 24th June Year 5/6 Trip – Eden Camp 

Tuesday 25th June Nursery Sports Day 

Wednesday 26th June 10:10am - 1/2P Class Assembly 

Thursday 27th June 
9:30am EYFS and KS1 Sports Day 
1:30pm  KS2 Sports Day 

Sunday 30th June – Wednesday 3rd July Year 6 Residential – Caythorpe Court 

Thursday 4th July Reserve Sports Day (in case of bad weather) 

Friday 5th July Year 5 Beamish Young Engineers Visit 

Monday 8th July 9:30am EYFS Graduation 

Tuesday 9th July 9:30am Years 1 and 2 Graduation 

Wednesday 10th July 9:30am Years 3 and 4 Graduation 

Thursday 11th July 9:30am Years 5 and 6 Graduation 

Friday 12th July Y6 ROF 59 Trip 

Monday 15th July 1:30pm Years 5 and 6 Competitive Sports 

Thursday 18th July 2pm Year 6 Leaver’s Celebration 

Friday 19th July 3:15pm – Break up for Summer 

D Harrison 

Mr D Harrison 
Executive Headteacher 
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