
 

 

 

Proud Headteacher 
This week there have been so many things which have made me proud to work at Ox Close and, 
especially, to be Executive Headteacher.  

5/6W Class Assembly 
Well done to 5/6W who produced an excellent Class Assembly on the theme of being proud of yourself 
on Wednesday. The children are inspired by Mrs Woods but they did all of the work for the assembly 
themselves, which is fantastic. I was proud of how well the children did and of the response of younger 
children, who were able to articulate that it was important for people to be comfortable being who they 
are and that others should respect them. Well done to all concerned! 

Ox Close Pride Parade 
Today our Pride Parade took place. It was organised wonderfully by Mrs Woods, who has showed 
exceptional leadership once again. I have written the newsletter before the event but I feel sure that the 
event will be very well supported by the community once again. I am very proud of how respectful the 
children are. I am also extremely proud of how well Mrs Woods leads on this topic. 

Footballing Success 
I was extremely proud to hear about the footballing success of 3 of our pupils this week. Lucas R of 
Year 4 was representing Sunderland in the Champions Trophy in Austria. A total of 12 teams were in 
the tournament, including teams from China, Juventus and Inter Milan. It is the biggest Under 10s 
tournament in the world and I was delighted to hear that Lucas had been part of the Sunderland squad 
which ended up as tournament winners. This is an amazing achievement, especially as Lucas is still an 
under 9 and so was playing in the age above. I would also like to congratulate Carson Z and Sam K of 
Year 5 as they have been selected to play for Darlington and District Boys. It is brilliant for them to get a 
chance to play representative Football.  

Congratulations Karen and team 
This week I received a letter from Taylor Shaw to inform me that Karen and the kitchen team had 
achieved full marks in their recent assessment. This is an accomplishment to be truly proud of. I must 
say that Karen and the team have shown exceptional dedication and commitment in recent times as 
they have coped with several ‘special events’. These have included the Mother’s Day Lunch, the 
evening meal for the European visitors (didn’t finish until 10.30pm and was on the same day as the 
Mother’s Day Lunch) and Father’s Day Lunch.  

Father’s Day Lunch 
The Father’s Day Lunch was an incredible success and it was so fantastic to see so many Dads and 
Grandads in school. I was so grateful to the many people who thanked me for providing them with the 
opportunity, although I must note that the hard work was done by others rather than by me! I am aware 
that parents can’t always make it to every event but I believe that events such as this one give Ox Close 
the character that it has. When I became a Headteacher, I wanted to have a school where parents felt 
welcomed and that there was a positive partnership and I do believe that this is a strength of the school. 
Thank you to all of the adults who attended, you made the children very happy. Massive thanks go to 
Karen and the kitchen team, Mrs Woods, Mrs Smart and Mrs Ozturk.  

Ox Close Summer Show 
On Sunday, Ox Close’s latest epic show will hit the boards of Spennymoor Town Hall. The children 
have worked hard and are ready to showcase their amazing talents under the watchful eye of Mrs 
Simpson. I am sure that the show will be very well attended once again and that it will be a real 
success. The Performing Arts are such a strength in Ox Close and Mrs Simpson deserves a great deal 
of credit for this. Good luck to all concerned! 

Get Stuck In Day 
On Wednesday morning some of our parents and grandparents braved the weather and tackled the 
weeds in our Community Garden.  They worked extremely hard and got incredibly muddy. At lunchtime 
the children and the sunshine came out. Everyone had a great time sowing and planting. So much was 
achieved in one day. A huge thank you to everyone who took part and to Helen from Groundwork. The 
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Community Garden is an ongoing project and if anyone else is interested in joining our team of helpers, 
please get in touch with the school office. 

Parking 
We have had complaints about people parking on Ox Close Crescent, at the bottom of Parkside and 
blocking driveways. On 2 occasions, people have been unable to get their cars out to go to work. I know 
that the vast majority of parents park responsibly and, naturally, we would request that driveways are 
not blocked. Thank you.  

Pupil Premium Funding 
In light of the financial context facing all schools, it is vital that we access all possible funding. Pupil 
Premium funding is available from the Government for pupils where a parent/carer is in receipt of an 
eligible benefit, as follows: 

 Universal Credit with an earnings threshold that does not exceed £7,400 

 Income Support (IS);  

 Income-related employment and support allowance  

 Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA);  

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999;  

 Child Tax Credit, provided that they do not receive Working Tax Credit and have an annual 
income (as assessed by the Inland Revenue) that does not exceed £16,190 

 Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit. 
We sent out forms to the parents of all of those pupils who are not currently in receipt of Pupil Premium 
funding. We would be really grateful if you could fill the forms in if you think that you may qualify 
- school organises the checks. Thank you for your support! 

Class Charts 
Our top scorer in Reception this week was Harvin, while Max M triumphed in 1/2. In Key Stage 2, Max L 
scored highest in 3/4 and Owen A had the most points in 5/6. 

Attendance 
Class RB had the highest attendance this week with 100%. The overall school attendance this year is 
96.4% while this week it has been 92.5%. Three classes were perfectly punctual and 316 minutes were 
lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence has been determined as 
90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the 
Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty 
notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday 
gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes 
absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

 Dates for the Diary 
Sunday 23rd June 1.00-3.00pm Ox Close Summer Show – Spennymoor Town Hall 

Monday 24th June Year 5/6 Trip – Eden Camp 

Tuesday 25th June Nursery Sports Day 

Wednesday 26th June 10:10am - 1/2P Class Assembly 

Thursday 27th June 
9:30am EYFS and KS1 Sports Day 
1:30pm  KS2 Sports Day 

Sunday 30th June – Wednesday 3rd July Year 6 Residential – Caythorpe Court 

Thursday 4th July Reserve Sports Day (in case of bad weather) 

Friday 5th July Year 5 Beamish Young Engineers Visit 

Monday 8th July 9:30am EYFS Graduation 

Tuesday 9th July 9:30am Years 1 and 2 Graduation 

Wednesday 10th July 9:30am Years 3 and 4 Graduation 

Thursday 11th July 9:30am Years 5 and 6 Graduation 

Friday 12th July Y6 ROF 59 Trip 

Monday 15th July 1:30pm Years 5 and 6 Competitive Sports 

Thursday 18th July 2pm Year 6 Leaver’s Celebration 

Friday 19th July 3:15pm – Break up for Summer 

D Harrison 

Mr D Harrison 
Executive Headteacher 


