
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ox Close Summer Show 
Last Sunday, we held our Ox Close Summer Show at the Spennymoor Town Hall. The show 
was a spectacular success, with a vast array of talent being on display. Mrs Simpson does an 
amazing job and demonstrates such incredible commitment both after school and at 
weekends. This gives the children the platform and the opportunity to showcase their 
awesome talents. I would like to thank all of the children, the parents for attending and 
supporting and Mrs Simpson, Miss Todd, Karen (our cook), Vikki Clarke, Paul Clarke, Anna 
Bulmer, Trudi Cowan and past student Jennifer Wood for helping out with the event and their 
ongoing support of the group. I must say that it was a slick operation and that the children 
were impeccably behaved during the rehearsals and performed outstandingly throughout the 
show. Current total raised is £600 which is a fantastic amount.  

Ox Close Pride Parade 
Our Ox Close Pride event took place last Friday and this proved to be hugely successful. The 
turn out from parents was incredible and the children and adults completed the activities really 
well together. The weather was kind and so the picnic went well and there was a lovely 
atmosphere throughout. Mrs Woods did amazingly to pull the event together and I would like 
to thank her again. The links to the British Values of respect and tolerance underpin the work 
that we undertake in this area and we are very proud of the outlook that the children have on 
the world. They understand that discrimination of any kind is not acceptable and this is 
something which has been recognised by outside bodies such as OfSTED when they visited 
us in March.  

Staindrop World Cup 
Our boys Football team did superbly at the Staindrop World Cup on Wednesday, a 
tournament which includes schools from across South West Durham and beyond. We have 
dominated the tournament over recent years and this year, despite having a team which was 
predominantly Year 5s, the team did outstandingly. The team enjoyed several high scoring 
wins (8-0, 7-0, and 5-0) but were edged out on a penalty shoot out in the semi-final. However, 
they bounced back to win the 3rd place play off match. Well done to the entire team and to Mr 
Crowther and Mr Shannon. We are looking forward to next year already! 

Sports Day 
The weather was not so kind earlier this week and this left the field in a very damp and 
waterlogged state. This meant that Sports day had to be cancelled. I organised for an entire 
new drainage system to be installed 3 years ago and, while this has improved the drainage, 
the geographical situation of the school means that water runs down from the park and 
beyond and we continue to be prone to difficulties. We hope that the weather is better for our 
rescheduled date of this coming Thursday, the 4th of July! 

1/2P Class Assembly 
Congratulations to 1/2P who produced an excellent assembly on the seaside now and then – 
they had lots of information about the seaside in the Victorian times and also what they had 
been up to on their visit a couple of weeks ago. It was also lovely to hear the children’s riddles 
which they had written about the sea animals. Well done to the class and thank you to the 
staff for organising the assembly and to the many parents and family members who attended.  

Year 6 Residential 
On Sunday, our Year 6 children will leave to start their residential at Caythorpe Court in 
Lincolnshire. I am sure that the children will have a brilliant time. I am also so grateful to the 
staff who are attending and making the residential possible. This involves a huge level of 
commitment, something which our staff demonstrate time and time again. 
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50th Birthday 
Ox Close turns 50 in the next academic year and we are planning a series of events to mark 
this landmark. We will be holding an event in September and further details will follow soon. 
Our intention is to celebrate across the year, culminating with a major presence at the 
Spennymoor Gala of 2020. This will be in conjunction with the Nursery. Unfortunately, neither 
the school nor the Nursery are able to attend the Gala this year but our plan is to really 
celebrate the 50th at the 2020 event. 

Pupil Premium Funding 
In light of the financial context facing all schools, it is vital that we access all possible funding. 
Pupil Premium funding is available from the Government for pupils where a parent/carer is in 
receipt of an eligible benefit, as follows: 

 Universal Credit with an earnings threshold that does not exceed £7,400 
 Income Support (IS);  
 Income-related employment and support allowance  
 Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA);  
 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999;  
 Child Tax Credit, provided that they do not receive Working Tax Credit and have an 

annual income (as assessed by the Inland Revenue) that does not exceed £16,190 
 Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit. 

We sent out forms to the parents of all of those pupils who are not currently in receipt of Pupil 
Premium funding. We would be really grateful if you could fill the forms in if you think 
that you may qualify - school organises the checks. Thank you for your support! 

Class Charts 
Our top scorer in Reception this week was Lewis A, while Harmony D triumphed in 1/2. In Key 
Stage 2, Emily C scored highest in 3/4 and Emma B had the most points in 5/6. 

Attendance 
Class 3/4T had the highest attendance this week with 99.3%. The overall school attendance 
this year is 96.3% while this week it has been 94%. One class was perfectly punctual and 367 
minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence has 
been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time 
holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The 
Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of 
unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more 
unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the 
County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

 Dates for the Diary 
Sunday 30th June – Wednesday 3rd July Year 6 Residential – Caythorpe Court 

Thursday 4th July 
9:30am EYFS and KS1 Sports Day 
1:30pm  KS2 Sports Day 

Friday 5th July Year 5 Beamish Young Engineers Visit 

Monday 8th July 9:30am EYFS Graduation 

Tuesday 9th July 9:30am Years 1 and 2 Graduation 

Wednesday 10th July 9:30am Years 3 and 4 Graduation 

Thursday 11th July 9:30am Years 5 and 6 Graduation 

Friday 12th July Y6 ROF 59 Trip 

Monday 15th July 1:30pm Years 5 and 6 Competitive Sports 

Tuesday 16th July New Class Transition Morning 

Wednesday 17th July New Class Transition Morning 

Thursday 18th July 2pm Year 6 Leaver’s Celebration 

Friday 19th July 3:15pm – Break up for Summer 

D Harrison 

Mr D Harrison 
Executive Headteacher 


