
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Congratulations Miss Bowden 
I would like to congratulate Miss Bowden, who is now our permanent Head of School. Since 
we federated with the Nursery on November 1st 2018, Miss Bowden has been Interim Head of 
School and she has done a brilliant job. She is a very talented individual and Ox Close is 
fortunate to be able to have her in such a prominent position, one which also offers her the 
opportunity to continue to develop her career. I will continue in my role as Executive 
Headteacher, overseeing the school and the Nursery and being the strategic lead across the 
organisation. Mrs Taylor will now move from Interim Head of Nursery to Head of Nursery on a 
permanent basis and I would also like to congratulate her. 

Year 6 Residential 
Our Year 6 children had a magnificent time at Caythorpe Court on their residential and I am 
sure that they will have made lots of lasting memories. As ever, the children proved to be 
magnificent ambassadors for the school. I would like to thank all of the staff who attended and 
gave up their time to make the event possible. 

KS1 Reading Books 
All Year 1 and Year 2 reading books will be collected in on Monday 15th July. Please could 
you ensure that your child has their book in their book bag ready to be returned.  

KS2 Reading Books 
Over the next two weeks, as the children finish their reading books, they will not be issued 
with a new one. All books will need to be returned to school by Monday 15th July. 

End of Year Reports 
On Friday 12th July, the children will receive their end of year reports and this will contain their 
new class teacher for the next academic year. The reports give a very detailed picture of how 
the children are doing and I am sure that you will find them useful. I have read through most of 
the reports and added comments and it is a pleasure to read about our wonderful pupils and 
their achievements.  

Meet the Teacher - Thursday 5th September 
We would like to give you early warning of a date in September where you can meet your 
child's class teacher.  
On Thursday 5th September, you and your child are invited in to school between 3:30 and 
5:00pm (drop in anytime) to meet the teacher, have a tour of your child's classroom, collect 
information leaflets about the year ahead and also ask any questions you may have. There 
will also be refreshments available in the hall. We are hoping to see as many of you there as 
possible and think it will be a great event to kick start another school year at Ox Close.  
Sports Day 
I was delighted that we were able to go ahead with our Sports Day events yesterday. I was at 
a Nursery Headteacher’s meeting in the morning but Mrs Phillips told me that the Reception 
and Key Stage 1 event ran really well and that the children and parents had enjoyed it 
thoroughly. The Key Stage 2 event was also a huge success, with mass participation and lots 
of fun being had by all. The weather was much more favourable, although the ground remains 
damp. Mrs Payne, our Sports Leader, does a fantastic job organising the events and I would 
like to thank her for this.  
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Uniform 
As we move to the end of the academic year, we would like to remind everyone that uniform 
can be purchased on the school website via Cre8ive Graphics or you can visit the shop at 12 
Peel Street, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LF (Tel: 01388 664097). Orders will then be delivered to 
school or can be collected from the shop during the school holidays.  
We would also like to remind you that children must wear black shoes with their uniform – we 
are going to focus on this next academic year as we feel it has slipped for some children this 
year. If during the term, the children’s shoes get damaged or they grow out of them, we allow 
until after the next holidays before sending out a reminder letter. 

Pupil Premium Funding 
In light of the financial context facing all schools, it is vital that we access all possible funding. 
Pupil Premium funding is available from the Government for pupils where a parent/carer is in 
receipt of an eligible benefit, as follows: 

 Universal Credit with an earnings threshold that does not exceed £7,400 
 Income Support (IS);  
 Income-related employment and support allowance  
 Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA);  
 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999;  
 Child Tax Credit, provided that they do not receive Working Tax Credit and have an 

annual income (as assessed by the Inland Revenue) that does not exceed £16,190 
 Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit. 

We sent out forms to the parents of all of those pupils who are not currently in receipt of Pupil 
Premium funding. We would be really grateful if you could fill the forms in if you think 
that you may qualify - school organises the checks. Thank you for your support! 

Class Charts 
Our top scorer in Reception this week was Lexi-Mae H, while Amelia W triumphed in 1/2. In 
Key Stage 2, Adam L scored highest in 3/4 and Allana K had the most points in 5/6. 

Attendance 
Class 5/6S had the highest attendance this week with 99.2%. The overall school attendance 
this year is 96.3% while this week it has been 95.3%. One class was perfectly punctual and 
246 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence 
has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time 
holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The 
Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of 
unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more 
unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the 
County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

 Dates for the Diary 
Monday 8th July 9:30am EYFS Graduation 

Monday 8th July 5/6W Samson’s Shoes at Beacon of Light 

Tuesday 9th July 9:30am Years 1 and 2 Graduation 

Wednesday 10th July 9:30am Years 3 and 4 Graduation 

Thursday 11th July 9:30am Years 5 and 6 Graduation 

Friday 12th July Y6 ROF 59 Trip 

Monday 15th July 1:30pm Years 5 and 6 Competitive Sports 

Tuesday 16th July New Class Transition Morning 

Wednesday 17th July New Class Transition Morning 

Thursday 18th July 2pm Year 6 Leaver’s Celebration 

Friday 19th July 3:15pm – Break up for Summer 

D Harrison 

Mr D Harrison 
Executive Headteacher 


