
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebration of Excellence 
This week has been packed full of Celebration of Excellence events and these have been a 
major success. As ever, the turn out from parents was magnificent and there were many 
things to celebrate. Congratulations to all of our winners. The events always make me so 
proud to be a leader in this school, even down to the manners shown by the children when 
they receive the awards. Well done to all of the children and all of the staff and thank you to 
parents and families for attending. 
Reception Request 
Reception need more storage for all of their resources. They wonder if anyone has any plastic 
storage boxes or sets of plastic storage drawers that they are able to donate. They would be 
really appreciated. If you do have any to donate, please take them to the main office. Thanks 
for your continued support.  
Google Assembly: Internet Legends 
On Thursday afternoon, KS2 children became internet legends! An education team from 
Google visited our school and provided an interactive assembly, which delivered some fun but 
very important messages about being safe and smart on the internet. It was clear from the 
children's responses that not only did they thoroughly enjoy the experience, but they also have 
a strong understanding of internet safety. They were a credit to the school, and managed to 
achieve legendary status. Search 'Be Internet Legends' for more information and to play the 
online game.  
Goblin Car Racing - Croft 
This week Mrs Shepherd and Mrs Thompson were excited to take six children from Year 5 to 
Croft Circuit in Darlington to race their kit car against an array of other schools. Sam, Allana, 
Halle, Darcey, Kyle and Morgan worked brilliantly as a team to construct, test and decorate 
their vehicle, and thoroughly enjoyed racing against the other teams in both the slalom and 
drag events. Their team spirit and determination against stiff competition is to be commended 
and we look forward to returning to the competition next year, bigger and better than ever! 
Sedgefield Dash 
On Wednesday evening, Mrs Payne took a team of Key Stage 2 children to compete in the 
annual Sedgefield Dash.  The children had to compete in a range of athletic events including a 
300m run, chest push and standing jump.  The school prides itself on the children's efforts 
both when competing and when supporting their teammates and this team of children did not 
disappoint.  The children were a credit to us as a school and to their friends and family.  We 
came home with three medals on the day - two bronze medals in the field events for Brooke in 
Year 4 and Megan in Year 3; and a silver medal for Jed in Year 6.  Laila D from Year 3 also 
made it into the final of the Girls' 300m run - a fantastic achievement!  We are looking forward 
to following these children, and others, through school and going from strength to strength as 
we attend more of these events next year.   
KS1 Reading Books 
All Year 1 and Year 2 reading books will be collected in on Monday 15th July. Please could 
you ensure that your child has their book in their book bag ready to be returned.  
KS1 LEXIA 
This week was the final week for early bird LEXIA. Thank you to everyone who has attended 
LEXIA sessions – we have seen lots of progress and feel it was a huge success. We will be 
continuing with this next year, and will send out invites in September. 
KS2 Reading Books 
Please ensure that the children return their Accelerated Reader book to the school library on 
Monday 15th July. Also, if you have any old school reading books please send those in to 
school and we will make sure they are returned to our reading collection.  
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Writing Competition 
Following our successful Pride event, we launched an in-school writing competition to 
challenge children in Years 1-5 to creatively celebrate the occasion.  Entries included poems, 
songs, newspapers, persuasive adverts and much more. Congratulations go to Emma B, Katy 
B, Ellie J, Caitlin E, Max L, Joshua E, Macey W and Adam C. Our talented winners have 
worked in the garden with Miss Bewick to create a Pride Garden – we will upload photos on to 
the school website before the end of term.  A huge thank you also goes to B&Q Bishop 
Auckland and Morrisons Bishop Auckland for the pots and plants.  
End of Year Reports 
The children will receive their end of year reports and this will contain their new class teacher 
for the next academic year. The reports give a very detailed picture of how the children are 
doing and I am sure that you will find them useful. I have read through most of the reports and 
added comments and it is a pleasure to read about our wonderful pupils and their 
achievements.  
Meet the Teacher - Thursday 5th September 
We would like to give you early warning of a date in September where you can meet your 
child's class teacher.  On Thursday 5th September, you and your child are invited in to school 
between 3:30 and 5:00pm (drop in anytime) to meet the teacher, have a tour of your child's 
classroom, collect information leaflets about the year ahead and also ask any questions you 
may have. Representatives from Whitworth Park will also be in school with information for 
Y5/6 parents. Refreshments will be available in the hall. We are hoping to see as many of you 
there as possible and think it will be a great event to kick start another school year at Ox 
Close.  
Uniform 
As we move to the end of the academic year, we would like to remind everyone that uniform 
can be purchased on the school website via Cre8ive Graphics or you can visit the shop at 12 
Peel Street, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LF (Tel: 01388 664097). Orders will then be delivered to 
school or can be collected from the shop during the school holidays.  
We would also like to remind you that children must wear black shoes with their uniform – we 
are going to focus on this next academic year as we feel it has slipped for some children this 
year. If during the term, the children’s shoes get damaged or they grow out of them, we allow 
until after the next holidays before sending out a reminder letter. 
Class Charts 
Our top scorer in Reception this week was Jake E while Molly D triumphed in 1/2. In Key 
Stage 2, Katie W scored highest in 3/4 and Edie L had the most points in 5/6. 
Attendance 
Class RS had the highest attendance this week with 99%. The overall school attendance this 
year is 96.2% while this week it has been 94.8%. Three classes were perfectly punctual and 
319 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence 
has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time 
holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The 
Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of 
unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more 
unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the 
County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  
 Dates for the Diary 

Monday 15th July 1:30pm Years 5 and 6 Competitive Sports 

Tuesday 16th July New Class Transition Morning 

Wednesday 17th July New Class Transition Morning 

Thursday 18th July 2pm Year 6 Leaver’s Celebration 

Friday 19th July 3:15pm – Break up for Summer 

Wednesday 4th September 8.45am – School Opens for Autumn Term 
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