
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School’s Out! 
Today is the final newsletter of the year as we bring down the curtain on another very 
successful year for Ox Close. As ever, there have been ups and downs but fundamentally it 
has been an amazing year. Ox Close is a fantastic school with incredible children and 
outstanding staff. OfSTED called once again and the actual text of the report accurately 
reflects our school, even if some of the judgements do not do so fully. Federating with the 
Nursery has been a big challenge but it is beginning to bring benefits to both the school and 
the Nursery. I am so proud to be Executive Headteacher of the Federation and to have the 
honour of leading such wonderful children. I would like to thank all of the staff for their 
absolute devotion to the cause as we continue to strive to ‘Be the best that we can be’. 
Special thanks also go to parents and families who have been so supportive over the year. 
We will celebrate our successes but will also continue to look to improve next year. Have a 
great summer holiday! 
Year 6 Leavers 
Yesterday, we held our Year 6 Leavers assembly and barbeque. It was a very emotional 
occasion and it will be sad to wave goodbye to such a fantastic group. Year 6 have been an 
incredible cohort, very low maintenance. I am very proud of how they have turned out as 
mature, balanced, well rounded young people. I am certain that they will go on to great 
success in the future in whatever school they are going to. Thank you to all of the parents and 
families who have supported us over the years. Good luck Year 6! 
Congratulations Mrs Harvey 
I would like to congratulate Mrs Harvey, who has this week been successful in securing a 
secondment to another County Durham school for the autumn term. This secondment will 
provide Mrs Harvey with a leadership role and I know that she is looking forward to what will 
be a very significant challenge. Mrs Harvey is a very ambitious person and I am delighted that 
she has the opportunity to develop in another setting. The secondment was not confirmed 
until this week but the recruitment process is under way and we will write to parents of the 
children in 3/4H next week to confirm the name of the teacher who will take Mrs Harvey’s 
class in the autumn term.  
Thank You Ox Close Friends 
Huge thank you to the Ox Close Friends for their ongoing and continued support of the school. 
It is greatly appreciated. Today, as an end of term treat, the OCF bought all the children (and 
staff!) an ice cream. They were delicious. 
Meet the Teacher - Thursday 5th September 
We would like to give you early warning of a date in September where you can meet your 
child's class teacher.  On Thursday 5th September, you and your child are invited in to school 
between 3:30 and 5:00pm (drop in anytime) to meet the teacher, have a tour of your child's 
classroom, collect information leaflets about the year ahead and also ask any questions you 
may have. Representatives from Whitworth Park will also be in school with information for 
Y5/6 parents. Refreshments will be available in the hall. We are hoping to see as many of you 
there as possible and think it will be a great event to kick start another school year at Ox 
Close.  
Meal Orders September 
Thank you to those parents who have already ordered meals for their child on Parent Pay for 
the Autumn Term. If you haven’t already done so, please order meals for September/ October 
using Parent Pay over the school holidays. Thank you for your co-operation. 
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Uniform 
As we move to the end of the academic year, we would like to remind everyone that uniform 
can be purchased on the school website via Cre8ive Graphics or you can visit the shop at 12 
Peel Street, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LF (Tel: 01388 664097). Orders will then be delivered to 
school or can be collected from the shop during the school holidays.  
We would also like to remind you that children must wear black shoes with their uniform – we 
are going to focus on this next academic year as we feel it has slipped for some children this 
year. If during the term, the children’s shoes get damaged or they grow out of them, we allow 
until after the next holidays before sending out a reminder letter. 
Class Charts 
Our top scorer in Reception this week was Lewis B while Harmony D triumphed in 1/2. In Key 
Stage 2, Luke D scored highest in 3/4 and Lily M had the most points in 5/6. 
Attendance 
Class RS had the highest attendance this week with 98.6%. The overall school attendance 
this year is 96.1% while this week it has been 93%. Two classes were perfectly punctual and 
112 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence 
has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time 
holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The 
Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of 
unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more 
unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the 
County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  
  
Dates for the Diary 

Wednesday 4th September 8.45am – School Opens for Autumn Term 

Thursday 5th September 3.30 - 5.00pm   Meet the Teacher Night  
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