
 

 

 

Ox Close Federation 
Yesterday was the first day of the brand new Ox Close Federation. I am excited to have taken 
over as Executive Headteacher of the Federation and believe that it will bring many benefits to 
both the Nursery and the Primary School. My first task has been to organise some interim 
arrangements, which will last for the current academic year. I will be reviewing the 
organisation and processes in both schools and ensuring that we have the ideal model in 
place in time for the start of the next academic year in September 2019. I look forward to 
working with the wonderful children and the amazing, dedicated and talented staff across both 
schools.  

Miss Bowden: Interim Head of Primary School and Federation Deputy 
Miss Bowden, my incredible Deputy, has taken over as Interim Head of the Primary School 
and will assist Mrs Taylor and myself in leading the Nursery as well as continuing in our main 
role in leading the Primary School. Miss Smith, who is SENDCO, will also assist the Nursery 
with Special Needs in the interim period. 

Mrs Taylor: Interim Head of Nursery 
Mrs Taylor has a key role in our new arrangements and I am delighted that she has accepted 
the position of Interim Head of Nursery. She will be the operational lead in the Nursery, while I 
oversee arrangements and have ultimate responsibility for School Performance, recruitment, 
budget, safeguarding etc. I look forward to helping Mrs Taylor as she takes on her new role 
and it has already been a productive partnership. Her love of the children and dedication to 
the Nursery are crystal clear. 

Ox Close Friends Halloween Party/Disco 
The Ox Close Friends do a brilliant job at raising funds and very kindly organised the above 
event on Wednesday. I was unable to attend due to other commitments but I know that the 
events were very well attended and successful. A fantastic profit of £480 was made, all of 
which will benefit our children. The Friends would like to thank parents for buying tickets, 
making food donations and to the volunteers for helping out. I would like to echo those 
thoughts and also to thank the school staff who were able to stay and ensure that the children 
enjoyed themselves so much.  

Farewell Mrs Rose 
Mrs Rose, who has had a number of spells as a Lunchtime Supervisor over a long period, 
decided to retire at half term. I would like to thank her for her contribution to the school. I am 
delighted that she is arranging to come in and volunteer to hear children read and, therefore, 
maintain her links with the school and children. 

Welcome Miss Dewey 
Miss Dewey has started as a 1:1 Teaching Assistant for a child in Reception this week. She 
has already made a very good impression. I would like to welcome Miss Dewey to our team 
and wish her every success.  

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Amelia, Year1/2 was Sofia R, Year 3/4 was Ava G 
and Georgia C scored highest in Y5/6. Congratulations to them all.  

Extended Services: Ox Close Federation 
Our Extended Services provision is really important, especially for working parents. I will be 
sending out questionnaires about these services soon to gather your thoughts and to try to 
make them even better. I am also aware that there have been issues with non-payment by a 
minority of users. This can’t continue and we will have to stop children from attending if their 
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parents do not pay as it is a self-financing venture. The money is needed to pay for food, 
resources and staff and if the money isn’t there then the business will fail. I look forward to 
ensuring that we continue with our Extended Services and fully meet the needs of our parents 
and children.  

Wizard of Oz 
On Tuesday afternoon we will be treated to a production of the Wizard of Oz by M and M 
productions. This is possible due to the School Fund and that is why the impressive amount 
raised by our Pirate run was so valuable. I am sure that everyone will enjoy it.  

Remembrance Day Lunch Wednesday 7th November 
Please book meals as usual on Parent Pay but ensure you have informed the office of your 
child’s choice from the special menu that is being served that day. (Roast Beef Dinner, Quiche 
or Sandwich) 

Children in Need - Friday 16th November 
Our theme this year is “Crazy Hair Day” – we would like the children to wear crazy hair styles 
or wigs for one day only!  Children are also invited to come to school in non-uniform with a 
suggested donation of £1 going straight to Children in Need.  

Ox Close Primary Open Morning 
There is an open morning at Ox Close Primary for the parents of Nursery children on 
Thursday 8th November at 9.15am. This will give parents an opportunity to look around the 
school, with a particular emphasis upon Reception class. I will also be available to answer 
questions. The Federation will make transition arrangements even better. Anyone who can’t 
make Thursday who would like to look around should get in touch with the Primary School 
office. 

Considerate Parking 
We have had a complaint that cars are blocking the access road to the garages at the side of 
the school when dropping off/picking up children. Could I ask that this road is kept clear at all 
times? Thank you. 

Attendance 

Class 3/4C had the highest attendance this week with 99.6%. The overall school attendance 
this year is 97.3% while this week it has been 96.9%. Seven classes were perfectly punctual 
and 49 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent 
absence has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise 
term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. 
The Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances 
of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more 
unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the 
County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

Dates for the Diary 
The Wizard of Oz by M and M Productions (in 
school) 

Tuesday 6th November 2018 

Remembrance Day Menu for Lunch Wednesday 7th November 2018 

Children in Need Menu for Lunch Friday 16th November 2018 

Parent Consultation Evenings Monday 19th, Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st 
November 2018 (3.30-5.30pm) 

School Closed - Teacher training Monday 26th November 2018 

Christmas Dinner Wednesday 5th December 2018 

EYFS Christmas Productions Wednesday 12th December 2018 10am & 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Carols Thursday 13th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Productions Tuesday 18th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Productions Wednesday 19th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 20th December 2018 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 21st December 2018 

School closes for Christmas holidays Friday 21st December 2018, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for Spring term Monday 7th January 2018, 8.45am 
 

D. Harrison Headteacher 


