
 

 

 

 
Wizard of Oz 
The children loved the production of the Wizard of Oz on Tuesday afternoon. It was a high 
energy, all singing and all dancing show and I am sure that it was a very memorable 
experience for all who were there. The School Fund helps us to bring such exciting events to 
Ox Close and so thank you to everyone for contributing to events which help to boost this 
Fund. It is vital to provide enrichment for the children as we want them to enjoy school as well 
as learn. 

Monitoring 
As part of our ongoing efforts to ensure that there is continuous improvement in all aspects of 
school, this week Miss Bowden and I have been visiting classrooms and looking at samples of 
work. Other leaders in school have also been involved as well. We have been thoroughly 
impressed with what we have seen. The behaviour and attitude of the children are outstanding 
and the quality of provision is of a very high standard. It is pleasing that the picture continues 
to improve as that is part of our mantra: ‘Be the best that you can be’. We also believe that, 
following our successful short OfSTED inspection of last March, we will have a visit within the 
next few months from inspectors. The feeling last time was that the school was well on the 
way to becoming outstanding and what we have seen this week has underlined this.  

Remembrance 
Today our Children’s Leadership Team paid their respects and laid a poppy wreath at the War 
Memorial in the town. This is a custom that we have observed each and every year since I 
became Headteacher and I am very proud of this and of the huge effort that the children make 
with selling poppies. Mrs Shepherd held an assembly on Wednesday which explained all 
about Remembrance. Of course, this year is the 100th anniversary of the end of World War 
One and so it is an even more poignant moment. In addition, I am delighted that we have 
been selected by Councillor Liz Maddison to receive a small outdoor commemorative display 
which was made by Endeavour Woodcrafts and painted by Liz herself.  

Children in Need - Friday 16th November 
Our theme this year is “Crazy Hair Day” – we would like the children to wear crazy hair styles 
or wigs for one day only! Children are also invited to come to school in non-uniform with a 
suggested donation of £1 going straight to Children in Need. 

Ox Close Federation 
This week has seen children from the Nursery using our school hall as they have started 
sessions with Mr Football. Staff from the 2 schools have also been working together. It is 
exciting to build this partnership. I am looking to introduce new systems of communication in 
the Nursery and, due to this, I will also examine how we communicate as a school in order to 
make sure that we are doing things in the best and most efficient way possible. For example, I 
would like to have a Nursery app, which serves as a one stop shop for parents so that all 
letters, forms, payments and messages can be accessed and clubs, trips and events can be 
booked. 

Lunchtime Supervisors 
Yesterday we appointed 2 new Lunchtime supervisors, subject to checks and references. 
They will both help us to enhance our lunch provision. I will give further details when all 
checks have been completed. 
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Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Olivia P, Year1/2 was Ava C, Year 3/4 was Mitchell 
M and Emma B scored highest in Y5/6. Congratulations to them all.  

Extended Services: Ox Close Federation 
Our Extended Services provision is really important, especially for working parents. I will be 
sending out questionnaires about these services soon to gather your thoughts and to try to 
make them even better. I am also aware that there have been issues with non-payment by a 
minority of users. This can’t continue and we will have to stop children from attending if their 
parents do not pay as it is a self-financing venture. I know that it is also important that we 
ensure that all bills and information sent out are entirely accurate. The money is needed to 
pay for food, resources and staff and if the money isn’t there then the business will fail. I look 
forward to ensuring that we continue with our Extended Services and fully meet the needs of 
our parents and children.  

KS2 Times Table Rock Stars 
Battle of the Bands in Times Table Rock Stars commences at 9am on Monday morning and 
runs for 2 weeks. The battles are Mrs Payne’s Group v Mrs Shepherd’s Group, Mrs Woods’ 
Group v Mrs Cox’s Group and Miss Todd’s Group v Mrs Harvey’s Group. The band with the 
most correct answers will be the winner. 

Football 
Our Football team have been in great form this week, winning their 2 games handsomely. 
Prince Bishops were defeated 4-0 while we beat Thornhill 3-0. It is great to see the team 
doing so well, especially given the high number of Year 4 and Year 5 players. This augurs well 
for the rest of the season and for the future in general. Sam K scored 3, Gabe B, Carson Z, 
Alfie H and Lucas W were also on the scoresheet. We have had tremendous success over the 
last 7 years in football and long may it continue.  

Attendance 

Classes 3/4H and 5/6S had the highest attendance this week with 99.3%. The overall school 
attendance this year is 97.3% while this week it has been 97%. Two classes were perfectly 
punctual and 143 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to 
authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County 
protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in 
instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days 
or more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and 
then the County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

 
Dates for the Diary 
Children in Need Menu for Lunch Friday 16th November 2018 

Parent Consultation Evenings Monday 19th, Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st 
November 2018 (3.30-5.30pm) 

School Closed - Teacher training Monday 26th November 2018 

Christmas Dinner Wednesday 5th December 2018 

EYFS Christmas Productions Wednesday 12th December 2018 10am & 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Carols Thursday 13th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Productions Tuesday 18th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Productions Wednesday 19th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 20th December 2018 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 21st December 2018 

School closes for Christmas holidays Friday 21st December 2018, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for Spring term Monday 7th January 2018, 8.45am 
 

D. Harrison 

Mr D Harrison 
Executive Headteacher 


