
 

 

 

Spennymoor Young People’s Awards 
Last night was a very successful and proud one for Ox Close at the Spennymoor Young 
People’s Awards at the Town Hall. I was delighted to nominate the Ox Close Performing Arts 
Group, Mrs Simpson (who does so much to take the members of the group out into the 
community), Poppy Wickens (for Sport) and Carrera Jones (for the School Award). In addition, 
Caleb Gibson, Sophie Priestley and Elliott Sheldon were nominated by external sources down 
to their out of school excellence. All who were nominated deserve high praise and it was 
noticeable that Ox Close featured prominently throughout the night, while other Primary 
schools did not have anywhere near as much or any involvement. Poppy took the Sports 
Award and had to see off some serious competition to do so. I would like to congratulate her, 
as she thoroughly deserved the award. Similarly, Carrera was a very deserving winner and 
this is a very fitting as her time at Ox Close draws to a close. She is outstanding and it is nice 
to see talent recognised. Well done to all concerned and I will be mentioning this in assembly 
on Monday.  

The Wind Road Boys 
Last Friday night was a very special one for those of us who witnessed the performance of the 
Wind Road Boys at the Town Hall. It is a fantastic musical which encapsulates the story of 
mining communities and really brings out the values that are widely held in our area. To have 
some of our children taking part in it was fantastic and I was honoured to receive a mention 
from the Mayor at the end in his speech. We are committed to providing opportunities for 
children to express their talents and so we have been delighted to be involved in this project. 
The Mayor is keen to receive feedback on the whole process, from the workshops (which 
involved all of Years 3, 4, 5 and 6) to the actual stage show itself. I will send some 
questionnaires home and would greatly appreciate it if parents would complete and return 
them.  

Sad News: Bryan Raper 
Yesterday, I attended Bryan’s funeral. I am honoured to have known this thoroughbred of a 
man and I know that the children hold him in such high regard. We are going to mark his 
contribution to the school and the nursery in various ways. Firstly, we are planting 2 apple 
trees in the garden next Friday along with his wife, Judith. We are also going to create a 
memories book where we ask the children to write down any favourite memories and we will 
give it to Judith. In the summer, we will create a Bryan Raper Outdoor Education Award and 
present this to 2 children - 1 to an Oxclose Nursery child and 1 to a Primary child.  

World Book Day 
It was excellent to see the efforts that the children and staff had gone to yesterday to 
celebrate our rearranged World Book Day. Mrs Cox was a very authentic Miss Trunchbull, 
while Mr Devanney certainly caught the eye in his dress! In the afternoon, I was out of school 
but I heard that we had an excellent turn out of parents for the reading. I am pleased that the 
event was a success. 

Well done 3/4C 
3/4C gave an outstanding class assembly on Science on Wednesday to fit in with our Science 
week. The assembly was fun and informative and full credit must go to the children and to Mrs 
Cox.  Well done to them all! Good luck to Miss Robson and 1/2R for their class assembly this 
coming Wednesday. 
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Class Charts 
Eva Bainbridge was the highest scorer of the week in Reception, while Oliver Yeoman scored 
top in Key Stage 1. Emily Thompson was the top scorer in Key Stage 2 this week. 
Congratulations to them all and to all of the many certificate winners from this week. 

Easter Disco and Party 
Tickets are still on sale from the school office for the Easter Disco and Party on Tuesday 20th 
March. Tickets cost £3, including a hot dog and a drink. Reception and Key Stage 1 children 
can bring their party clothes in a named bag and will change in school on the afternoon. 

Craft Fair in Spennymoor Leisure Centre Sunday 25th March 9am-4pm 
An ex Ox Close pupil, Andy Stewart, is going to Nepal in July to help rebuild schools. He 
needs to raise £4000 for the trip and as part of his fundraising he is holding a Craft Fair in 
Spennymoor Leisure Centre on Sunday 25th March between 9am and 4pm. There will be a 
bouncy castle, tombola stall and lots of other fun things to do. All are welcome to attend. 

Attendance 

Class 5/6P had the highest attendance this week with 100%. No classes were perfectly 
punctual and 293 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. 
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow 
the Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains 
that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time 
(where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). 
The school processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised 
absence.  

Dates for the Diary  
Ox Close Friends Easter Night Tuesday 20th March 2018 Rec & KS1 3.30-4.30, KS2 5.00-6.30pm 

Year 6 Whitworth Park Transition Day Tuesday 20th March 2018 

Year 6 Safety Carousel Wednesday 21st March 2018 

1/2R Class Assembly Wednesday 21st March 2018, 10.10am 

Parent Consultation Evenings Monday 26th, Tuesday 27th and Wednesday 28th March, 3.30-6pm 

Egg Decorating Day Tuesday 27th March 2018 

School closes for Easter holiday Thursday 29th March 2018, 3,15pm 

School re-opens for summer term Monday 16th April 2018 
 

D. Harrison  

Headteacher 


