
 

 

 

OfSTED 
I would like to thank the children, staff and parents for all of their hard work in making our 
OfSTED inspection a positive experience. The timing of the inspection was a surprise as our 
outcomes continue to be significantly above average across the school but as we had gone 
over 4 years since our last inspection, it was always a possibility. At this stage the findings are 
confidential but I look forward to sharing the report with you as soon as I am able to do so. 
What I can say is that the children were an absolute credit to the school and their families.  

Bryan Raper: Tree Planting 
Today, together with the Nursery, we planted 2 trees in the Community Garden as a memorial 
to Bryan Raper. The Nursery had purchased a bench, which was also revealed. It was an 
emotional event but we were honoured that Bryan’s wife, Judith, joined us. The Northern Echo 
were in attendance and I look forward to seeing coverage of the story. We are also working on 
a memories book, which will be presented to Judith in school when it is completed.  

Easter Activities 
Next week the children will be enjoying a number of Easter activities. It is a lovely time of year 
in school and I am sure that they will have fun. I am delighted that our Year 6 children will be 
taking part as I am aware that, due to SATs preparation, in many other schools the Year 6 
children are not included. At Ox Close, we are fully committed to providing a well-rounded, 
rich experience for the children and I am proud that we manage to achieve terrific results while 
offering a well-rounded education to the children.   

Reception Egg Decorating Mornings 
Parents of RS children are invited to come into school at 9am on Monday 26th March and help 
to decorate a hard-boiled egg with their child, ready for our school Easter egg competition. 
Parents of RB children are invited to come on Tuesday 27th March at 9am. Both sessions will 
finish at 10.10am. All children must bring eggs and decorating materials from home to create 
their designs in school. If parents are unable to attend, children should still bring in a hard-
boiled egg and resources needed to decorate it on Monday 26th March, so that they can make 
their egg design in class. 

Taylor Shaw Easter Colouring Competition 
Pictures to colour in are going home tonight. If your child wishes to enter the Taylor Shaw 
competition, they should colour in their sheet, complete their name and class, and return it to 
school by 9am on Wednesday 28th March. Entries will be judged on Wednesday and winners 
will be announced on Thursday. The winning entries will then be entered into the Taylor Shaw 
County competition. 

Well done 1/2R 
Class 1/2R took us on a journey around the world in their assembly on Wednesday. Miss 
Bowden introduced and concluded the assembly and was very impressed by all of the 
different languages and by the Geographical content.  Well done to Miss Robson and 1/2R!  

Parent Consulatations 
Next week we have our Parent Consultations, where the teachers will be able to give you an 
update upon the progress made by the children this term. I am sure that the evenings will be 
successful and help to cement the partnerships between home and school.  

New Lunch Menus from 16th April 
New menus were given out yesterday for meals from after Easter to July 2018. Please order 
meals in advance using Parent Pay ASAP. If you are having problems ordering online, please 
return the form to school on Monday so that meals can be ordered for your child. This will give 
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our cook the chance to complete her food orders for next term. Thank you for your co-
operation.  

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Jake Herdman, while Lucy Goggs came out on top in 
Key Stage 1 and Matthew Van der Merwe scored highest in Key Stage 2. Last week, Oliver 
Yeoman scored top in Key Stage 1, while Emily Thompson was the top scorer in Key Stage 2. 
I apologise as I made a mistake with this on last week’s newsletter. Congratulations to them 
all and to all of the many certificate winners from this week. 

Easter Disco and Party 
Thank you to the Ox Close Friends for running the Easter Disco and Party on Tuesday. Due to 
the OfSTED, I was unable to attend but I am grateful to the Friends and the staff who ensured 
that the event was a success.  

Thank You 
As part of Reception’s topic of superheroes and people who help us, Nathan Bell’s Mum, 
Dawn, came into Reception to talk about nurses and how they help us. We would like to say a 
big thank you to Dawn for taking the time to come and speak to Reception and all of the 
children really enjoyed it. 

Craft Fair in Spennymoor Leisure Centre Sunday 25th March 9am-4pm 
An ex Ox Close pupil, Andy Stewart, is going to Nepal in July to help rebuild schools. He 
needs to raise £4000 for the trip and as part of his fundraising he is holding a Craft Fair in 
Spennymoor Leisure Centre on Sunday 25th March between 9am and 4pm. There will be a 
bouncy castle, tombola stall and lots of other fun things to do. All are welcome to attend. 

Attendance 

Classes 3/4C and 5/6W had the highest attendance this week with 100%. One class was 
perfectly punctual and 174 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is 
termed as persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. 
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow 
the Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains 
that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time 
(where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). 
The school processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised 
absence.  

 
Dates for the Diary  

Class RS Egg Decorating with Parents Monday 26th March 2018, 9.00-10.10am 

Class RB Egg Decorating with Parents Tuesday 27th March 2018, 9.00-10.10am 

Egg Decorating Day Years 1-6 Tuesday 27th March 2018 

School closes for Easter holiday Thursday 29th March 2018, 3,15pm 

School re-opens for summer term Monday 16th April 2018 
 

D. Harrison  

Headteacher 


