
 

 

 

OfSTED 
We were finally allowed to share our OfSTED report on Monday and it was terrific news. The 
outcome was the very best possible one given the fact that the school was ‘Good’ at the 
previous inspection. Ox Close has many outstanding elements and we will continue to work 
hard to improve the school ahead of the next inspection, which will now be within 2 years. 
There are no guarantees but we will be working towards an ‘Outstanding’ judgement, 
something which I believe the children and staff deserve. It is very pleasing when an outside 
visitor such as a senior OfSTED inspector, who sees many different schools, notes the 
strengths of Ox Close.  I would like to praise both the children and staff once again and thank 
parents for completing the Parent View questionnaires.  

Wind in your Sails 
Once again, Year 5 are taking part in the Beamish STEM challenge, ‘Wind in your Sails’. They 
enjoyed their initial workshop on Tuesday afternoon and I look forward to seeing the children’s 
designs soon. I also hope that we can be successful in the competition once again, being top 
school in 2016 and pipped into second place in 2017.  

Bishop Auckland Food Festival 
Our Year 6 children attended a demonstration by a chef at the Leisure Centre on Tuesday in 
connection with the Bishop Auckland Food Festival. The children seem to be enthused by 
food and I know that Cookery Club is always very popular.  

African Drumming 
Dr Brendan Renwick is working with us once again and this time he is introducing Key Stage 2 
children to African Drumming. Years 5 and 6 had their turn this week, while Years 3 and 4 will 
get their chance next week.  

Girls Football 
We have been thrilled by the interest in our Girls Football this year, organised by Miss Curry 
and Mrs Cox. I have arranged for some of the Sunderland Ladies players to come into school 
on May 3rd, when they are a little less busy with their Premier League Fixtures.  

Children’s Champion 
Carrera Jones, our Children’s Champion, continues to impress and next week she will be 
feeding back to the Mayor upon the views of Ox Close pupils and parents on the Wind Road 
Boys. I have tallied the questionnaires and then Carrera has provided some analysis! I look 
forward to working alongside her in the meeting with the Mayor next Thursday.  

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Joseph Collingwood, while Abbie Hallett came out on 
top in Key Stage 1 and Paige Vasey scored highest in Key Stage 2. Congratulations to them 
all and to all of the many certificate winners from this week. 

Attendance 
Class 3/4C had the highest attendance this week with 99.3%. An amazing six classes were 
perfectly punctual and 36 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed 
as persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. 
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow 
the Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains 
that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time 
(where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). 
The school processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised 
absence.  
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Dates for the Diary  
3/4H Class Assembly Wednesday 2nd May 2018, 10.10am 

Bank Holiday Monday- School Closed Monday 7th May 2018 

School re-opens Tuesday 8th May 2018 

Key Stage 2 National SATs Tests (Y6) Week beginning Monday 14th May 

3/4T Class Assembly Wednesday 23rd May 2018, 10.10am 

School closes for half term Friday 25th May 2018, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after half term Tuesday 5th June 2018 

1/2P Class Assembly  Wednesday 13th June 2018, 10.10am 

5/6W Class Assembly Wednesday 20th June 2018, 10.10am 

5/6S Class Assembly  Wednesday 27th June 2018, 10.10am 

Football Freestyler Visit (Whole School) Thursday 29th June 2018 

Year 6 Residential Sunday 1st July to Tuesday 3rd July 2018 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 9th July 2018, 9.30am 

Years 1 and 2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday  10th July 2018, 9.30am 

Years 3 and 4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 11th July 2018, 9.30am 

Year 5 and 6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday  12th July 2018, 9.30am 

Year 6 Leaver Celebration Friday 20th July 2018, 1.30pm 

School closes at the end of the summer 
term 

Friday 20th July 2018, 3.15pm 

 

D. Harrison  
Headteacher 


