
 

 

 

Wonderful Children 
This week I have had lots of opportunities to work directly with the children, something which 
isn’t always possible as a Headteacher. Yesterday, I worked with a group of children before 
the Mayor visited us and took part in 2 assemblies with Faye Callan, who deals with hate 
crime for the police. Faye discussed the many different types of prejudice and discrimination 
with Key Stage 2 pupils, while we focussed upon what makes us all different with Reception 
and Key Stage 1. Afterwards, I reflected upon how mature and articulate the Ox Close pupils 
are. They really are a pleasure to work with and a credit to themselves, the parents and the 
staff who work with them.  

Holiday Clubs 
During Easter we held a very successful Forest School, while Mr Football ran a Decathlon 
Challenge. We will be offering the same provision again at half term, this time on Tuesday 29th 
and Wednesday 30th May. Full details will be sent out soon and we are going to offer the 
Decathlon challenge to children from other local schools too. We are keen to use our new 
sports equipment, which we purchased through the ‘It’s Up 2U’ project. This includes four sets 
of basketball posts, new table tennis tables and hockey equipment. The children who took part 
in the Decathlon at Easter will all be presented with a special t-shirt in assembly on Monday. 

Children’s Champion meets the Mayor 
Carrera Jones, our Children’s Champion, met with the Mayor and his wife yesterday. As 
mentioned last week, we had carried out some analysis of the questionnaires that were filled 
in after the Wind Road Boys. The feedback was very positive and it was interesting that every 
single parent, both those of children who performed in the show and those who only took part 
in the school workshops, felt that drama helps to improve confidence. This is something that I 
agree with and, consequently, we will strive to ensure that there are lots of future opportunities 
for the children to experience drama. Thank you to Carrera and to the Mayor and his wife, 
Judith. The Wind Road Boys was a very ambitious project and it has clearly been a huge 
success.  

Miners Gala and Ox Close Banner 
Mrs Ozturk recently sent out letters to parents of brass players with regard to interest in 
playing at the Durham Miners Gala on Saturday 14th July 2018. At this stage, we are trying to 
establish interest and I would like to thank the 4 people who have responded so far. If we 
have sufficient interest and transport is available, then we will also need 4 people to carry the 
banner. The banner is extremely heavy, especially in the wind, and I recognise that this is a 
big commitment. If you know anyone who would be willing to carry the banner on July 14th 
then please get in touch with the school office as soon as you can. It would be fantastic if we 
could attend the Gala but I realise that it all depends on the availability of both children and 
adults.  

3/4H Class Assembly 
3/4H have been working on their class assembly with Mr Warren and Mrs Harvey and Mr 
Warren was full of praise for how they are progressing when I spoke to him yesterday. I look 
forward to seeing the assembly on Wednesday at 10.10am! 

Arts Awards 
The children who performed in the Wind Road Boys will be presented with an Arts Award by 
the Mayor in assembly on Monday. This award is extremely prestigious and has been 
organised by Trinity College London. 
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Thank you Caroline Ferguson 
I would like to thank Caroline Ferguson, the mother of Ben Ferguson who is in Reception. 
Caroline recently entered a competition to win £100 of resources for a school, won the 
competition and nominated us at Ox Close. This is fantastic news and I am very grateful to 
Caroline. I will let you know when we receive the funds and what we spend the money on.  

Readathon 
Congratulations to everyone who took part in our school Readathon. We managed to raise a 
huge £374.50, which means a lot of poorly children will soon be getting some lovely books to 
read thanks to you! Everyone who returned a sponsor form was presented with a certificate 
and entered into a prize draw to win an extra special prize. 

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Noel Grundy, while Florence Clark came out on top 
in Key Stage 1 and Chloe Angus scored highest in Key Stage 2. Congratulations to them all 
and to all of the many certificate winners from this week. 

Attendance 
Class 3/4T had the highest attendance this week with 100%. One class was perfectly punctual 
and 111 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent 
absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Unfortunately, we are 
also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and 
Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices 
must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday 
gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school 
processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

Dates for the Diary  
3/4H Class Assembly Wednesday 2nd May 2018, 10.10am 

Bank Holiday Monday- School Closed Monday 7th May 2018 

School re-opens Tuesday 8th May 2018 

Key Stage 2 National SATs Tests (Y6) Week beginning Monday 14th May 

3/4T Class Assembly Wednesday 23rd May 2018, 10.10am 

School closes for half term Friday 25th May 2018, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after half term Tuesday 5th June 2018 

1/2P Class Assembly  Wednesday 13th June 2018, 10.10am 

5/6W Class Assembly Wednesday 20th June 2018, 10.10am 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Sports Day Thursday 21st June 2018, 9.30am 

Key Stage 2 Sports Day Thursday 21st June 2018, 1.30pm 

Back up Sports Day  Tuesday 26th June 2018 (if 21st June rained off) 

Key Stage 2 Sports Finals Friday 29th June 2018, 9.30am 

5/6S Class Assembly  Wednesday 27th June 2018, 10.10am 

Football Freestyler Visit (Whole School) Thursday 29th June 2018 

Year 6 Residential Sunday 1st July to Wednesday 4th July 2018 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 9th July 2018, 9.30am 

Years 1 and 2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday  10th July 2018, 9.30am 

Years 3 and 4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 11th July 2018, 9.30am 

Year 5 and 6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday  12th July 2018, 9.30am 

Year 6 Leaver Celebration Friday 20th July 2018, 1.30pm 

School closes at the end of the summer 
term 

Friday 20th July 2018, 3.15pm 

 

D. Harrison  
Headteacher 


