
 

 

 

Class 3/4H Assembly 
Class 3/4H entertained and educated us all with their Viking class assembly on Wednesday. 
There was an excellent turn out from the parents and families and I am sure that they were all 
impressed. Mr Warren and Mrs Harvey have been working together over the last couple of 
weeks and this paid off during the assembly. It is good to see Mrs Harvey back and Mr 
Warren added another dimension with his piano playing, something in which he is remarkably 
talented. Well done to the children for performing the assembly and singing so well.  

Royal Wedding- Friday 18th May  
On Friday 18th May, we will be holding a Royal Wedding Celebration in school to mark the 
forthcoming marriage of Prince Harry and Megan Markle. There will be a Royal Wedding 
Buffet served at lunchtime, instead of the usual menu. Children who normally have a school 
meal will automatically have the buffet. Any children who are on packed lunches can order a 
buffet on Parent Pay or ask at the school office by Tuesday morning, 8th May.  Meals are free 
for children in Reception and Key Stage 1. Key Stage 2 children need to pay £2 unless they 
are on the free school meals register.  If they wish, children can come to school dressed in 
wedding style attire. Please do not go out and buy anything new for this and I must stress that 
there is no obligation to take part.  

Miss Robson 
I would like to wish Miss Robson well as she begins her maternity. Miss McDonald has 
worked alongside her this week and knows 1/2R well as she has worked with the class this 
year already. Good luck to Miss Robson as she has her second child and good luck to Miss 
McDonald in teaching 1/2R.  

Miners Gala and Ox Close Banner 
If we have sufficient brass players and transport is available, then we will also need 4 people 
to carry the banner at the Miners Gala. The banner is extremely heavy, especially in the wind, 
and I recognise that this is a big commitment. If you know anyone who would be willing to 
carry the banner on July 14th then please get in touch with the school office as soon as you 
can. It would be fantastic if we could attend the Gala but I realise that it all depends on the 
availability of both children and adults. We have also been asked whether we would like to 
take part in the Old King Coal celebrations at Beamish at the end of June but, again, this will 
depend upon whether we have people who can carry the banner. 

Striving for Excellence 
Although we had a very successful recent OfSTED inspection, we are continuing to look to 
improve all aspects of our provision. Our core curriculum has been extremely strong for some 
time, as witnessed by results in English and Maths at all key points over a long period of time. 
Our commitment to offering a broad curriculum, including sport, Science the arts and all 
subjects has been in place since I became Headteacher and this makes the results in the core 
subjects all the more impressive as in many other schools a narrow curriculum is pursued to 
protect results. We are keen to continue improving our Foundation subject provision and as 
such, I am organising work with other schools, including Secondary school specialists. Next 
week, I am meeting with the new Head of Teaching and Learning from Whitworth Park, as 
well as the Geography subject leader. Mrs Cox will be joining us and Mrs Shepherd, who is on 
maternity but who leads Geography, also hopes to be able to pop in. I am sure that the work 
will be of mutual benefit and ultimately our aim is to enhance provision for Ox Close pupils in 
any way in which we can.  
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The Mayor presents Arts Awards 
The children who performed in the Wind Road Boys were presented with an Arts Award by the 
Mayor and Mayoress in assembly on Monday. This award is extremely prestigious and has 
been organised by Trinity College London. In addition, the children received a 20% off 
voucher for the Fox Cub. I would like to thank the Mayor and Mayoress as they have been so 
proactive and it has been a pleasure working with them during their year in office.  

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Bethan H, while Logan G came out on top in Key 
Stage 1 and Mayowa A scored highest in Key Stage 2. Congratulations to them all and to all 
of the many certificate winners from this week. 

Holiday Clubs 
During Easter we held a very successful Forest School, while Mr Football ran a Decathlon 
Challenge. We will be offering the same provision again at half term, this time on Tuesday 29th 
and Wednesday 30th May. Full details will be sent out soon and we are going to offer the 
Decathlon challenge to children from other local schools too. We are keen to use our new 
sports equipment, which we purchased through the ‘It’s Up 2U’ project. This includes four sets 
of basketball posts, new table tennis tables and hockey equipment. The children who took part 
in the Decathlon at Easter were presented with a special t-shirt in assembly on Monday. 

Bank Holiday 
I hope that everyone has an enjoyable Bank Holiday weekend and go back to school and 
work refreshed for the 4 day working week next week.  

Attendance 
Class 5/6W had the highest attendance this week 99.6%. 2 classes were perfectly punctual 
and 95 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent 
absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Unfortunately, we are 
also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and 
Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices 
must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday 
gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school 
processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  
 

Dates for the Diary  
Bank Holiday Monday - School Closed Monday 7th May 2018 

School re-opens Tuesday 8th May 2018 

Key Stage 2 National SATs Tests (Y6) Week beginning Monday 14th May 

3/4T Class Assembly Wednesday 23rd May 2018, 10.10am 

School closes for half term Friday 25th May 2018, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after half term Tuesday 5th June 2018 

1/2P Class Assembly  Wednesday 13th June 2018, 10.10am 

5/6W Class Assembly Wednesday 20th June 2018, 10.10am 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Sports Day Thursday 21st June 2018, 9.30am 

Key Stage 2 Sports Day Thursday 21st June 2018, 1.30pm 

Back up Sports Day  Tuesday 26th June 2018 (if 21st June rained off) 

Key Stage 2 Sports Finals Friday 29th June 2018, 9.30am 

5/6S Class Assembly  Wednesday 27th June 2018, 10.10am 

Football Freestyler Visit (Whole School) Thursday 29th June 2018 

Year 6 Residential Sunday 1st July to Wednesday 4th July 2018 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 9th July 2018, 9.30am 

Years 1 and 2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday  10th July 2018, 9.30am 

Years 3 and 4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 11th July 2018, 9.30am 

Year 5 and 6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday  12th July 2018, 9.30am 

Year 6 Leaver Celebration Friday 20th July 2018, 1.30pm 

School closes at the end of the summer term Friday 20th July 2018, 3.15pm 

 

D. Harrison  
Headteacher 


