
 

 

 

Congratulations Year 6 
This week the Year 6 children have sat their Key Stage 2 SATs tests and I must congratulate 
them all for the way in which they approached them. The children were incredibly mature and 
were not phased at all, which reflects so well upon them. It also demonstrates how well 
prepared they were for the tests. My feeling is that the children absolutely gave of their best 
and that the atmosphere within the rooms was calm and purposeful. As I have always said, 
the only important thing was that the children gave of their best and we can be confident that 
this was the case. Well done to you all Year 6, we are very proud of you! 

Super Staff 
Following on from the above, I would also like to thank the Year 6 staff for their magnificent 
work in ensuring that the children were so well prepared for the tests. Miss Bowden has co-
ordinated and organised the team superbly and Mrs Payne has shown expertise, skill and 
dedication throughout the year. The support from Mrs Simpson and Mrs Franklin has been 
invaluable. This week, we have called on the services of Teaching Assistants from throughout 
the school to support in facilitating the tests. I believe that they contributed significantly to the 
calm atmosphere within the rooms. I was also very grateful to Mrs Dixon and Mr Whitehead, 2 
former members of staff who came in to support. Thank you to all concerned. 

Bryan Raper Assembly 
On Monday, we will hold a special assembly to celebrate the memory of our former caretaker, 
Bryan Raper. As I have mentioned previously, Bryan recently died. His wife Judith will attend 
and we will be presenting her with a book of memories, as well as singing one of Bryan’s 
favourite songs. In addition, we hope to include one or two other special features and the tone 
will very much be one of celebration, just as he would have liked it. 

Ox Close Dance Show 
Mrs Simpson has organised many Performing Arts opportunities since she started at Ox Close 
and was rightly acknowledged by the Town Council in their Young Peoples Awards. She has 
organised an Ox Close Dance Show at the Town Hall on the afternoon of Sunday June 10th. I 
know that tickets have gone on sale and it promises to be a wonderful event. Mrs Simpson 
would like to hold a fund raising raffle and would kindly receive any donations of prizes. If you 
do have any, please could you drop them in at the office. Thank you!  

Royal Wedding  
The children looked fantastic today in their wedding attire ahead of the Royal Wedding 
tomorrow. I noticed Year 5 children making decorations earlier this week and the children 
were getting well into the swing of things. Karen and the team in the kitchen did an amazing 
job preparing the buffet and, in particular, all of the delicious cakes. 

Welcome Miss Scott 
Over the next 7 weeks Miss Scott will be completing her teacher training in 5/6W. She will be 
working with the children normally taught by Mrs Woods, including children in her Maths and 
English sets. She is very much looking forward to spending time in the school and teaching 
Mrs Woods’ classes. Miss Scott is very approachable and has made a favourable impression 
with adults and children alike this week. She has a background in dance, in particular with 
cheerleading. Miss Scott is a parent herself and so realises the importance of communication 
between home and school and is more than happy to talk to parents at the end of the school 
day if there are any questions or concerns. I am sure that both the children and Miss Scott will 
have a terrific and productive time over the next 7 weeks.  
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Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Eva B, while Laila D came out on top in Key Stage 1 
and Nathan scored highest in Key Stage 2. Congratulations to them all and to all of the many 
certificate winners from this week. 

Holiday Provision 
For several weeks, I have been mentioning that we will be hosting holiday provision at half 
term. Some weeks ago, Sc.out.ed sent out their information. We have been waiting for the 
leaflets for Mitch’s Multiskills Decathlon Challenge, which is organised by Mr Football. 
Unfortunately, Mitch (Mr Football) has had a mix up with the printers and so we are sending 
out paper leaflets tonight instead. I realise that this is short notice and it is frustrating from my 
point of view. I am sure that the programme will still be great fun. Mitch is running a week long 
camp in the summer holidays and I have suggested that it would be good to get the leaflets for 
this out by the middle of June.  

Attendance 
Classes 3/4H and 5/6S had the highest attendance this week with 100%. One class was 
perfectly punctual and 111 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is 
termed as persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. 
While our overall school attendance is above average, there are still 21 children who have 
attendance which is below 90% and, therefore, are termed as Persistent Absentees under 
Government guidelines. Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time 
holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The 
Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of 
unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more 
unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the 
County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  
 

Dates for the Diary  
Reception Adventure Valley Visit Tuesday 22nd May 2018 

3/4T Class Assembly Wednesday 23rd May 2018, 10.10am 

School closes for half term Friday 25th May 2018, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after half term Tuesday 5th June 2018 

1/2P Class Assembly  Wednesday 13th June 2018, 10.10am 

5/6W Class Assembly Wednesday 20th June 2018, 10.10am 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Sports Day Thursday 21st June 2018, 9.30am 

Key Stage 2 Sports Day Thursday 21st June 2018, 1.30pm 

Back up Sports Day  Tuesday 26th June 2018 (if 21st June rained off) 

Key Stage 2 Sports Finals Friday 29th June 2018, 9.30am 

5/6S Class Assembly  Wednesday 27th June 2018, 10.10am 

Football Freestyler Visit (Whole School) Thursday 29th June 2018 

Year 6 Residential Sunday 1st July to Wednesday 4th July 2018 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 9th July 2018, 9.30am 

Years 1 and 2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday  10th July 2018, 9.30am 

Years 3 and 4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 11th July 2018, 9.30am 

Year 5 and 6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday  12th July 2018, 9.30am 

Year 6 Leaver Celebration Friday 20th July 2018, 1.30pm 

School closes at the end of the summer term Friday 20th July 2018, 3.15pm 

 

D. Harrison  
Headteacher 


