
 

 

 

Ox Close Pride 
Yesterday saw Ox Close hold its first ever Pride Celebration and it was an absolutely huge 
success. The children attended school in their colours and really engaged in the day and the 
themes and the staff put so much into making it a success. The Parade itself was spectacular 
and it was a special moment when the entire school sang ‘True Colours’. It was brilliant to see 
so many parents attending and the atmosphere was superb. The children have really 
impressed me with how mature they have been as they have worked on the Educate and 
Celebrate Agenda at age appropriate levels. Mrs Woods did a magnificent job in organising 
the whole event, something which was a huge task. She tackled it in her usual positive way 
and I know that she felt quite emotional, as the day was a terrific success. I would like to thank 
her and also to thank Kerry Grayson, who did a wonderful job with face painting, and Corporal 
Kelly Cox, who was with us throughout the day. Kelly, who is the daughter of our very own 
Mrs Cox, did assemblies and fielded questions and even promised to come back to Ox Close 
again in the future. The children were fascinated by her role in bomb disposal. Claire 
Patterson, who is the Educate and Celebrate trainer for County Durham, attended and she 
was delighted with how the event went. We even had a visit from the new Mayor, Cllr Clive 
Maddison, and Mayoress, Cllr Liz Maddison at the end. Liz also emailed me to congratulate 
the school upon the success of the day. Really well done to all concerned! 

Governors 
Recently, we have had a number of new Governors join and they have all strengthened the 
Governing Body considerably. Jayne Smith has provided a great link with the Nursery while 
Helen Collingwood has been very involved and made valuable contributions to monitoring and 
has produced a Governors Improvement Plan alongside our new Vice Chair, Donna Gowland. 
Donna herself brings much expertise and so we are very lucky to have added 3 such skilled 
people. On Wednesday, at our Summer Full Governing Body Meeting, we added 2 more 
Governors. Steven Bowen joins us to fill the Parent Governor role vacated by Lesley 
Thompson, who provided great service, while Dave Stone, the Interim Headteacher at 
Whitworth Park, takes over from Cheryl Stirk. I am delighted by both appointments and I am 
sure that they can help to support and challenge us as we move towards our next OfSTED 
inspection. 

Y6 Leavers Assembly and Friends of the School Leavers Barbeque 
Ox Close Friends provide wonderful support to the school and we have been discussing the 
arrangements for the Year 6 Leavers with them. We have agreed to have a Leavers Barbeque 
on Thursday 19th July, something which I think is a great idea. As a result, we are now going 
to hold our Year 6 Leavers Assembly on Thursday 19th July at 2pm and then hold the 
barbeque outside immediately afterwards. I realise that this is a change of date but I wanted to 
give parents maximum notice.  I think that it makes sense and I am sure that it will be a 
fantastic occasion. 

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Lucy P, while Zav D came out on top in Key Stage 1 
and Ellis W scored highest in Key Stage 2. Congratulations to them all and to all of the many 
certificate winners from this week. 

Year 5 and 6 Sports Finals Day 
This will now take place on Monday 9th July at 1.30pm, rather than the original date of Friday 
29th June.  
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Platinum Reward Trip 

Class Charts has been a big success this year and has impacted positively upon behaviour 
across the school. I promised that those children who achieve a Platinum Award (250 points 
plus) will have a special treat at the end of this year. We have booked a reward trip for 
Wednesday 18th July. Next week in assembly, I will work with our Children’s Champion, 
Carrera, and reveal the destination of the reward trip. We currently have 27 children who have 
qualified and this number continues to grow.  

Celebration of Excellence 
We are holding our traditional Celebration of Excellence events later in the half term.  As our 
behaviour system has changed this year, there will be no medals presented at Celebration of 
Excellence.  

NHS 70th Birthday 
A leaflet has gone out tonight which publicises activities which will take place on Spennymoor 
Gala Day, July 7th, to celebrate the 70th birthday of our amazing NHS. Please support this if 
you can. 

1/2P Class Assembly 
Good luck to 1/2P for their Class Assembly, which takes place on Wednesday at 10.10am.   

Smarties Challenge 
Over the half term holiday, the Ox Close Friends challenged the children to earn as many 20p 
coins as possible by doing jobs at home for parents, brothers and sisters, grandparents or 
aunts and uncles. They were to place these in the Smarties tube (once they had been eaten 
of course). The deadline for returning the tubes to school is Friday 15th June. This will raise 
valuable funds for the school.  

Ox Close: The Greatest Show 
Good luck to Mrs Simpson and all of the performers for their special event on Sunday. 
Unfortunately, I cannot attend as it is my children’s 13th birthday party.  

Attendance 

Class 1/2P had the highest attendance this week with 98.1%. The overall school attendance 
this year so far is 96.3% while this week it has been 92.2%. 2 classes were perfectly punctual 
and 113 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent 
absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Unfortunately, we are 
also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and 
Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices 
must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday 
gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school 
processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

Dates for the Diary  
1/2P Class Assembly  Wednesday 13th June 2018, 10.10am 

Y1 & 2 Hartlepool Marina Trip Wednesday 20th June 2018 

5/6W Class Assembly Wednesday 20th June 2018, 10.10am 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Sports Day Thursday 21st June 2018, 9.30am 

Key Stage 2 Sports Day Thursday 21st June 2018, 1.30pm 

Back up Sports Day  Tuesday 26th June 2018 (if 21st June rained off) 

5/6S Class Assembly  Wednesday 27th June 2018, 10.10am 

Football Freestyler Visit (Whole School) Thursday 29th June 2018 

Year 6 Residential Sunday 1st July to Wednesday 4th July 2018 

Year 5 Beamish Trip Friday 6th July 2018 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 9th July 2018, 9.30am 

Year 5 and 6 Sports Finals Monday 9th July, 1.30pm 

Y5 & 6 Kirkley Hall Trip Tuesday 10th July 2018 

Years 1 and 2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday  10th July 2018, 9.30am 

Years 3 and 4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 11th July 2018, 9.30am 

Year 5 and 6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday  12th July 2018, 9.30am 

Y3 & 4 Botanic Gardens Trip Friday 13th July 2018 

Year 6 Leaver Celebration and Barbeque Thursday 19th  July 2018, 2pm (change of date) 

School closes at the end of the summer term Friday 20th July 2018, 3.15pm 
 



 

 

D. Harrison  

Headteacher 


