
 

 

 

Welcome Back! 
I would like to welcome everyone back to school for the 2017-18 academic year. 2016-17 was 
an incredibly successful year for Ox Close, possibly our best ever year in terms of academic 
results. The challenge, as ever, is for us to ‘Be the best that we can be’ and to improve further 
in 2017-18. I have shared the School Improvement Plan with the staff and it promises to be an 
exciting year ahead. It will be fabulous to have such a strong teaching team as we will have 
Mrs Woods, Mrs Harvey and Mrs Payne for the entire academic year. The caretakers have 
been busy over the summer and the school looks fantastic, especially the hall floor after it has 
been sanded and waxed. They also did a grand job to move me into my new office so I would 
like to thank them for all of their work! 

Reception Superstars 
Our new Reception children have made a fabulous start to their school career here at Ox 
Close. It is a big step to start school and they have settled in wonderfully this week, 
impressing the staff with how calm and settled they have been. Well done to them all on their 
positive start. 

Welcome Aboard 
It is a great pleasure to welcome further talented staff members to our team. Miss Clare and 
Miss Cameron will be working mainly in Reception and Key Stage One as Teaching 
Assistants, while Mr Hall joins us as a Sports Apprentice/Teaching Assistant and he will work 
with a range of children. Mrs Walker (nee Smith) joins us a Teaching Assistant, who will work 
in Key Stage 1 but who will also improve our dance and sports provision further alongside her 
sister (Mrs Simpson). In October, Mrs O’Connell will officially start in Reception and she will 
cover Miss Hockridge’s maternity. It is to her credit that she has already been volunteering 
every morning. Good luck to them all and I am sure that they will enjoy being part of our 
strong team. 

Uniform 
The children look very smart in their school uniform and this is despite the problems that were 
encountered over the summer. I know that many parents faced problems with ordering 
through Tesco and both Miss Bowden and I spent many days trying to investigate and chase 
up the problem. Eventually, I did manage to get to the bottom of it and it was clear that we had 
to find a different solution in the short term at least. Thanks to Miss Readman for coming in 
and helping with the uniform and special thanks to Sagittarian Embroidery at Sacriston, who 
turned things around for me with incredible speed. The idea of having an online supplier of 
uniform was that parents would be able to order at their convenience and this was something 
which was welcomed. However, it is clear that we need to find a better solution and I will keep 
you posted as and when we have identified a strategy.  

Holiday Provision 
One successful feature of the summer break was the holiday provision that we were able to 
offer. Mr Football ran his club in the first week and he will run further multiskills clubs across 
the year during the holidays. Our Forest Summer School proved to be remarkably popular, 
with an attendance of over 10 pupils per day. I know that they all loved it and Chris Baker, 
who facilitated it, is fantastic. I am meeting with him soon and, now that we know that there is 
a demand, we will give much more notice to parents. We intend to run a club in the October 
half term but I will confirm the dates with Chris when he returns from his family holiday. 
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Family Learning 
Michael Colclough from Sunderland Foundation will do an assembly with me on Monday to 
launch our latest Family Learning programme. This will be open to Key Stage 2 parents and 
will run on a Thursday afternoon. I will organise for some flyers to go out soon and it is 
planned to start the programme on Thursday 21st September.  

2018-19 Intake 
Although we have only just started 2017-18, we are already planning our events to promote 
the school for the intake of 2018-19. We will offer a number of sessions, which include 
different aspects of provision so that prospective parents can get a real feel for Ox Close and 
decide whether it is the right school for their child. Miss Bowden is kindly preparing some 
flyers for me and we will be able to offer 45 spaces in Reception.  

Behaviour System 
The behaviour at Ox Close has long been noted as being outstanding. The vast majority of 
pupils behave well throughout the day and this is something to celebrate. We will continue 
with the current behaviour system this half term but we are reviewing the system and plan to 
introduce a new system to freshen things up in November. I will give you further information 
when we have finalised our plans.  

Jane Kennedy: Reading Workshop 
I am delighted that the highly acclaimed Jane Kennedy, an expert in reading with children, is 
holding a workshop for parents after school at Ox Close on Tuesday 28th November. Further 
details will follow.  

Meet the Teacher Night 
This year we will offer parents the choice of 2 times for Meet the Teacher Night, 3.30pm and 
5.30pm. This is to try to meet the needs of parents who pick children up and working parents 
too.  

Attendance and Punctuality 
Classes RS, 1/2R, 1/2C and 3/4H had the highest attendance this week with 100% and five 
classes were perfectly punctual. However, 50 minutes were lost due to lateness. High school 
attendance clearly has a link to academic success and progress so keep up the good work! 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
Meet the Teacher Night  Tuesday 19th September 2017, 3.30pm and 5.30pm 

Y6 Transition day at Whitworth Park School Wednesday 20th September 2017 

Whole School Pirate Day Friday 29th September 2017 

Phototronics Tuesday 10th October 2017 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Harvest Festivals Thursday 12th October 2017, 10am 
Tuesday 17th October 2017, 2pm 

Key Stage 2 Harvest Festivals Thursday 12th October 2017, 11am 
Monday 16th October 2017, 2pm 

School Closes for the half term holiday Friday 20th October 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after the half term holiday Monday 30th  October 2017 

Parent Consultation Night Tuesday 21st November 2017, 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultation Night Wednesday 22nd November 2017, 3.30-6pm  

Reading Workshop for Parents with Jane Kennedy Tuesday 28th November 2017, 3.30pm 

EYFS Christmas Concert Wednesday 13th  December 2017, 10am and 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Concert Wednesday 14th December, 10am and 5:30pm (St 
Paul’s Church) 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Concert Tuesday 19th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Concert Wednesday 20th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 21st  December 2017 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 22nd December 2017  

Christmas Jumper Day – Whole School Friday 22nd  December 2017 

School closes  for the Christmas holidays Friday 22nd  December 2017, 3.15pm 
 

D. Harrison 
Headteacher 


