
 

 

 

New Children’s Leadership Team  
Elections have taken place for a brand new Children’s Leadership Team. We were 
overwhelmed at how many children wanted to be a part of it and the speeches that were 
made to their year groups were fantastic.  Following the elections, the Leadership Team 
introduced themselves in assembly. We met with the mayor, Cllr Ian Machin, on Monday and 
are planning for the Leadership Team to visit the Town Hall soon.  
Our new Children’s Leadership Team members are as follows: 
Year One Lucy G and Jude G 
Year Two Laila D and Adam L 
Year Three Paige V and Aiden W 
Year Four Allana K and Luke S 
Year Five Vera D and Nathan B 

Year Six Louise J and Thomas F-A 

Children’s Champion 
As a new development, we have also decided a leader of the Children’s Leadership Team. 
Year 6 were all given the opportunity to put themselves forward. Eight candidates pitched to 
the whole school in assembly and the children all then took part in a secret ballot. We were 
very proud of all candidates as it is daunting to stand in front of 278 children and speak. We 
are delighted to announce that the first ever Children’s Champion at Ox Close is Carrera 
Jones of 5/6W.  We are planning for the Children’s Champion to meet with School Leaders 
and Governors on a regular basis and I know that Carrera will do a fantastic job.  

Play Council 
Last year we created a Play Council, who did some training with Chris Baker from Sc.out.ed. 
Chris is returning to Ox Close next Friday to do some refresher training with the children and 
the lunch staff. This initiative, along with the excellent work by Mr. Hall (Sports Apprentice) 
and the LEAP leaders on a lunchtime and the MUGA should all help to make lunchtimes more 
active and interesting.  

Ox Close Friends 
I had a very useful meeting with Viki Clarke and Lesley Thompson of the Ox Close Friends 
this week. Our Halloween disco and party will be on Wednesday 1st November. Viki and 
Lesley also discussed several other ideas of things that funds can be spent on. One thing that 
we are exploring is the purchase of an effective PA system, which would help at all school 
events as well as during Christmas and class performances. Thanks to the Friends for their 
excellent work as ever.  

Family Learning 
Michael Colclough from Sunderland Foundation and his colleague Rebecca did an assembly 
with me on Monday to launch our latest Family Learning programme. There has been a 
steady response so far and there are a few spaces remaining. Spaces are limited to 15 and 
the first session is on this coming Thursday. 

Readathon  
We are in the process of organising a sponsored Readathon.  Readathon is the UK’s national 
sponsored reading event for schools.  It is designed to motivate reluctant readers to give 
reading a go, and keen readers to read more widely. It works because children choose what 
they want to read – they are not being assessed, it is all about reading for fun. We would like 
you to support them, in particular by sponsoring them. The money raised helps the charity 
Readathon to regularly give brand new books and storyteller visits to children’s hospitals 
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across the UK. As well as encouraging pupils to read for fun, our school will get free books 
worth 20% of our sponsorship total – so there really is something in it for everyone.  These 
books will be used to build our school Accelerated Reader library which will be of benefit for all 
of our pupils!  We will be having a special assembly in school to share more information with 
the pupils.  Please watch out for all of the information you need coming home in the coming 
weeks.   

Harvest Clarification 
I must apologise for causing confusion with the dates for Harvest on last week’s newsletter. In 
my haste to type up the newsletter and include all dates last Friday morning, I mistakenly 
added our rehearsal times along with the actual performances. As noted in the dates for the 
diary section, Key Stage 2’s Harvest Performance is on Monday 16th October at 2pm 
and Reception and Key Stage 1 have their turn on Tuesday 17th October at 2pm.  

Keyboard Demonstration 
This morning Dan of Music Works entertained the children with a brilliant keyboard 
demonstration. Lessons are available in school for Key Stage 2 children and leaflets have 
been sent home with further information today.   

Scooters 
We have had a complaint from a Grandmother who was almost hit by a scooter outside of 
school this week. Over time, we have had a number of such complaints and I have mentioned 
this on the newsletter several times. It is brilliant that so many of our children come to school 
on bikes and scooters but obviously we don’t want anyone to get hurt, children or adults. I am 
sure that all parents will encourage their children to continue to be safe and sensible when 
riding their scooters. Thank you.  

Attendance and Punctuality 
Classes RS, 1/2C, 3/4C and 5/6P had the highest attendance this week with 100% and three 
classes were perfectly punctual. However, 73 minutes were lost due to lateness. High school 
attendance clearly has a link to academic success and progress so keep up the good work! 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
Meet the Teacher Night  Tuesday 19th September 2017, 3.30pm and 5.30pm 

Y6 Transition day at Whitworth Park School Wednesday 20th September 2017 

Whole School Pirate Day Friday 29th September 2017 

Phototronics Tuesday 10th October 2017 

Key Stage 2 Harvest Festival Monday 16th October 2017, 2pm 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Harvest Festival Tuesday 17th October 2017, 2pm 

School Closes for the half term holiday Friday 20th October 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after the half term holiday Monday 30th  October 2017 

Halloween Party (Reception and Key Stage 1) Wednesday 1st November 2017, 3.30-4.30pm 

Halloween Disco (Key Stage 2) Wednesday 1st November 2017, 5-6.30pm 

Parent Consultation Night Tuesday 21st November 2017, 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultation Night Wednesday 22nd November 2017, 3.30-6pm  

Reading Workshop for Parents with Jane Kennedy Tuesday 28th November 2017, 3.30pm 

EYFS Christmas Concert Wednesday 13th  December 2017, 10am and 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Concert Thursday 14th December, 10am and 5:30pm (St 
Paul’s Church) 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Concert Tuesday 19th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Concert Wednesday 20th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 21st  December 2017 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 22nd December 2017  

Christmas Jumper Day – Whole School Friday 22nd  December 2017 

School closes  for the Christmas holidays Friday 22nd  December 2017, 3.15pm 
 

D. Harrison 
Headteacher 


