
 

 

 

School Disco: Thank you Ox Close Friends 
On Wednesday evening, we had two fantastic Halloween discos and every credit must go to 
the wonderful Ox Close Friends and to Gary Turnbull, who did a fantastic job as DJ. The 
attendance at both events was very impressive and the costumes were amazing. I have also 
never seen such impressive make up at a Halloween event. It was impossible not to feel the 
sense of fun and friendliness which was exuded throughout. The Ox Close pupils are 
incredible and we are so proud of them all. Thanks once again to the Ox Close Friends for 
putting on such an impressive event.  

Mental Health Awareness 
Recently, I mentioned our ongoing efforts to promote positive mental health and to develop 
mindfulness. In November and December there are free courses for parents who are 
supporting children with either emotional or mental health needs. There are five sessions in 
total, with some being held in Newton Aycliffe and one session at the Oaks in Spennymoor. 
The intention is for parents to become more equipped to deal with issues and to share with 
others who may experience similar challenges at home. The leaflet, which is publicising these 
events, is now on display in our noticeboard and is on our Facebook page. For more 
information, please email parentsupport@success.coop or call Wendy Minhinnett on 
07415380040.  

Open Morning for Prospective Parents 
Yesterday we held our final autumn open event for prospective parents and it was a big 
success. I always thoroughly enjoy looking around the school with parents as it shows both 
them and me how much the school has to offer. The Year 6 children sang once again and I 
would like to thank them as they made a fabulous impression.  If any prospective parent has 
any questions for me, then I would be more than happy to answer them. We will hopefully 
have one more event in January and will be giving further information about the school before 
then.  

Parents Evening 
Next week you will receive a text to allow you to book a slot for Parents Evening which is 
being held week commencing 20th November. If there are any problems with booking 
appointments then please contact Miss Readman in the school office. 

‘Blooming Great’ Competition 
On Tuesday evening, five of our Year 6 children and members of staff were invited to the 
Spennymoor Town Hall Council Chambers, as they were winners of the Spennymoor 
Blooming Great Competition. The children were Niamh Richardson, Chloe Angus, Chloe 
Canning, Carrera Jones and May Dargue. This competition asked the children to design a 
flowerbed to commemorate the 100-year anniversary of the end of World War 1 in 2018. 
All of the children received a special plaque and a certificate from the Deputy Mayor, Clive 
Maddison. The overall winner was Carrera whose design will be showcased in Jubilee Park 
next year. Well done to everyone who took part – you were all fantastic ambassadors for our 
school.   

Football Promise 
Our Football team continue to show promising form and were impressive in their 3 fixtures last 
night, remaining unbeaten on the night. Convincing 4-0 wins were secured against Victoria 
Lane and Rosa Street, while the game against St. Charles ended in a 1-1 draw. Well done to 
the team - keep working hard and improving!  
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KS2 Cross Country 
On Friday 20th October, Key Stage 2 children all took part in our first ever Ox Close Cross 
Country Challenge. It was great to see all of the children (and staff) having fun whilst 
exercising. We are very proud of everyone who took part – the sportsmanship and cheering 
was superb. Thank you to Mrs Payne for organising this fantastic event. 
The winners were as follows 

Year 3 Girls Emily Collingwood Year 3 Boys Elliot Potts 

Year 4 Girls Mia Fawcett-Franey Year 4 Boys Sam Kyle 

Year 5 Girls Ruby Petch Year 5 Boys Ethan Lawrence 

Year 6 Girls Evie Walker Year 6 Boys Saul Gowland 

We have long been an active and sporty school and I know that Mrs Payne has lots more 
ideas to make everyone even more active. 

Pirate Money 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the total of £1,253.90 raised at Pirate Day. The 
money is all used to provide enrichment activities and I appreciate the efforts that people have 
made during difficult financial times. I have purchased the Smyths Toy vouchers and we will 
be holding the draw to find out the winners in assembly on Tuesday. 

School Improvement 
Over the next couple of weeks, we will be looking closely at all aspects of school life. This will 
involve us looking at all provision and talking to children and staff. It has been a very 
impressive start to the school year and we are always looking to improve further. We are also 
going to introduce our new behaviour system to the children in assembly on Thursday and we 
will then be trialling it for the last 6 weeks of this half term. It will ‘go live’ in January and I am 
sure that parents and children will like it. Further information will follow.  

Cinderella 
M and M Productions will be performing Cinderella for the children on Tuesday afternoon. This 
will be a real treat as we have lots of hard work ahead of us this term before we move into the 
season of Christmas festivities. The pantomime was paid for by Pirate sponsorship money. 

Attendance 
Class 1/2P had the highest attendance this week with 99.2%. 2 classes were perfectly 
punctual and 130 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. 
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow 
the Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains 
that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time 
(where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…) 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
Parent Consultation Night Class 1/2R only Monday 20th November 2017, 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultation Night All Classes Tuesday 21st November 2017, 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultation Night All Classes except 1/2R Wednesday 22nd November 2017, 3.30-6pm  

Reading Workshop for Parents with Jane Kennedy Tuesday 28th November 2017, 3.30pm 

EYFS Christmas Concert Wednesday 13th  December 2017, 10am and 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Concert Thursday 14th December, 10am and 5:30pm (St Paul’s Church) 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Concert Tuesday 19th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Concert Wednesday 20th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 21st  December 2017 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 22nd December 2017  

Christmas Jumper Day – Whole School Friday 22nd  December 2017 

School closes  for the Christmas holidays Friday 22nd  December 2017, 3.15pm 

D. Harrison 
Headteacher 


