
 

 

 

E-Safety Workshops 
E-Safety is something which is becoming more and more crucial over time and the week 
commencing the 5th February will be our E-Safety week. There will be many different activities 
which aim to make the children fully aware. Technology develops so quickly and so it is vital 
that we are also fully educated as parents. We are delighted that we are able to offer E-Safety 
workshops for parents on Monday 5th February and Miss Bowden has written a letter which 
gives full details. Refreshments will be served and there will be a special assembly which will 
be led by the Digital Leaders and at the start of each workshop, all of the children will perform 
a short piece. Pauline Stewart, who is an expert in this field and who works for Durham 
County Council, will run the actual workshops and I know that they will be most worthwhile. 
National Safer Internet day is on Tuesday 6th February.  

Morning Routines 
As a parent, I am aware that getting children organised and settled on a morning is not always 
an easy task. A settled routine is key to this working well and in the vast majority of cases 
parents leave their children as they come through the school gate. On some occasions, 
parents may need to speak to someone and in this case we would ask that they wait until the 
children are in school and come to the office to make an appointment or make a phone call to 
the office at a convenient time. Naturally, the teachers have the responsibility of looking after 
their classes and so are unable to have conversations at drop off time. It is also a health and 
safety concern if we have parents wandering through school at this busy time. Miss Bewick is 
available most mornings and is more than happy to deal with any concerns and then can liaise 
between the staff and parents and the staff are always more than happy to deal with concerns 
at an appropriate time which is convenient rather than when they are responsible for teaching 
their classes. Thank you for your co-operation with this matter.  

Adam Bushnell 
We are delighted to have arranged for the renowned writer and storyteller, Adam Bushnell, to 
work with all of our children next week. Ox Close has a long association with Adam and I also 
worked with him even before I came to this school. Adam now works all over the world, 
inspiring children to write and so it is fantastic that he will spend the entire week here at Ox 
Close. He will work with every class and will also work with some groups on an afternoon. I 
know that he will inspire the children and that they will really enjoy it. Our challenge will then 
be to build on this.  

Wind Road Boys 
Our Key Stage 2 children had a marvellous time when they worked with Enter CiC on the 
Wind Road Boys project recently. The Enter team absolutely mesmerised the children and the 
workshops were fast moving and, most importantly, a lot of fun. This really comes across well 
in the photographs which were taken and in the video which Enter produced. The photographs 
will be available to view on the website (there are lots of them) and the video link will be 
posted on our Facebook page. A small number of children were also identified by the Enter 
team and they will have the opportunity to take part in further rehearsals and then the actual 
musicals at the beginning of March. Further details will follow.  

Art Appreciation 
We are always keen to ensure that we offer a broad and balanced curriculum and this week 
Mrs Woods held an assembly which was all about art appreciation. I would also like to 
belatedly congratulate one of our budding artists. Tia Hardy won the Mayor’s Christmas card 
competition before Christmas. Congratulations Tia!  
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Miss Bewick and Coffee Afternoons 
Thank you to those parents who popped in to see Miss Bewick during her open drop in 
sessions this week. It is excellent to have her on board. Miss Bewick is planning a series of 
coffee afternoons which will give parents further opportunities to come into school and I am 
thinking of having these towards the end of the school day so parents can then take their 
children home. We will provide further details on this soon.  

After School Clubs 
Clubs will start next week and slips confirming which club your child can attend are going out 
with this newsletter. Year 6 SAT Boosters start on Wednesday 31st January. 

Class Charts 
This week has been a very successful week as I have awarded a record number of certificates 
to children who have achieved 100 points. Joseph Collingwood was the highest scorer of the 
week in Reception, while Abbie Hallett scored top in Key Stage 1. Lucas Robinson remains 
the highest scorer in the school and he was the top scorer in Key Stage 2 this week. 
Congratulations to them all and to all of the certificate winners.  

Attendance 
Class 3/4T had the highest attendance this week with 99.2%. No classes were perfectly 
punctual and 221 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. 
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow 
the Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains 
that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time 
(where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). 
The school processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised 
absence.  
 

Dates for the Diary  
E-Safety Workshops with Pauline Stewart Monday 5th February 2018 (EYFS and KS1 9.15am, KS2 

10.30am) 

Year 6 Parents SATs meeting Wednesday 7th February 2018, 5pm 

School closes for half term Friday 9th February 2018, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after half term Monday 19th February 2018 

Phonics Screening Meeting for Y1 Parents Wednesday 21st February, 2.30pm and 5pm 

Wind in the Willows (Image Theatre) Thursday 1st March 2018 

1/2C Class Assembly Wednesday 7th March 2018, 10.10am 

3/4C Class Assembly Wednesday 14th March 2018, 10.10am 

1/2R Class Assembly Wednesday 21st March 2018, 10.10am 

Parent Consultation Evenings Monday 26th, Tuesday 27th and Wednesday 28th March, 3.30-6pm 

Egg Decorating Day Tuesday 27th March 2018 

School closes for Easter holiday Thursday 29th March 2018, 3,15pm 

School re-opens for summer term Monday 16th April 2018 
 

D. Harrison  

Headteacher 
 


