
 

 

 

Reading 
Reading is a vital life skill and as such is absolutely a high priority at Ox Close. This year we 
have had the pleasure of Jayne Kennedy providing training for parents, while Mrs Woods held 
information meetings about the Year 1 Phonics test this week. Next week we have many 
reading themed activities to mark the week of World Book Day.  

The Wind in the Willows 
Image Musical Theatre are performing the Wind in the Willows to the whole school on 
Thursday morning. This will be a terrific treat and we have organised it to coincide with World 
Book Day. We are using school fund to pay for the performance. 

Readathon Launch 
Mrs Bowman launched our Readathon event in assembly yesterday. Our event is taking place 
between 22nd February and 23rd March. More details and the sponsor forms were sent home 
last night. 

World Book Day 
Continuing on the theme of books, we have organised a series of activities to celebrate World 
Book Day on Thursday March 1st. Children can come to school dressed as a book character 
of their choice and we have arranged it so that they get to wear their costumes all day this 
year! We have also arranged a theatre performance of the Wind in the Willows for the morning 
of World Book Day. Parents are invited into school to read books with their child at 
2.30pm. Miss Bewick will also hold a coffee afternoon that day from 2.00pm. 

Book Fair 26th to 28th February 
Letters went home before half term to inform you when your child will be attending the Book 
Fair. You are welcome to come to school at that time and help your child choose a book. Miss 
Bewick will be holding a coffee morning on Monday 26th February from 9.00-10.00am and on 
Tuesday 27th February from 9.00-10.30am. 

Class Charts 
Amelia Tolley was the highest scorer of the week in Reception, while Ryan Flatley scored top 
in Key Stage 1. Owen Appleby was the top scorer in Key Stage 2 this week. Congratulations 
to them all and to all of the many certificate winners from this week, including Gold awards for 
Aiden White, Elliot Potts and Brooke Nattrass.  

E Safety 
Our PCSO will be holding an E Safety discussion with our Year 3 and 4 children on Monday 
afternoon. This follows on from the activities which we carried out during our recent E Safety 
week.  

Football 
Our Football team had a successful evening last night, keeping clean sheets in both of their 
games. A 0-0 draw was the outcome against Vane Road, another school renowned for their 
sporting acumen. The team did even better against Sedgefield, taking a 1-0 victory. Clark 
Taylor scored the goal and he was assisted by the very talented Sam Kyle of Year 4. 
Congratulations to the team and Mr Crowther and good luck for their next fixtures. If they 
continue to work hard and improve, there is every chance that they could pick up some 
silverware this season.  

Welcome Miss Summerson 
I would like to welcome Miss Summerson to the team at Ox Close. She has joined us as a 
Teaching Assistant in Years 1 and 2. I am sure that she will enjoy working with our amazing 
children.  
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Mr Whitehead 
It has been a pleasure to have Mr Whitehead back at Ox Close this week in his capacity as a 
Durham University tutor. He enjoyed his time at our school and speaks very highly of the 
children and staff. Today we have hosted Durham University trainee teachers as part of their 
Primary PGCE Geography studies.  

Ox Close Friends Asda Tokens 
Ox Close Friends wish to thank all parents who, when shopping in Asda, chose to put their 
green tokens into the Ox Close box. As a result we have been awarded £500 to spend on 
Library Books. 

Attendance 
Class 1/2R had the highest attendance this week with 98.2%. Two classes were perfectly 
punctual and 240 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. 
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow 
the Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains 
that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time 
(where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). 
The school processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised 
absence.  

 
Dates for the Diary  
Book Fair Monday 26th to Wednesday 28th February 

Reception parents Coffee morning with Miss 
Bewick 

Monday 26th February 9.00-10.00am 

Year 1 & 2 parents Coffee morning with Miss 
Bewick 

Tuesday 27th February 9.00-10.30am 

World Book Day – Dress up as Book Character Thursday 1st March 2018 

Coffee afternoon with Miss Bewick Thursday 1st March 2018 from 2.00-3.00pm 

Wind in the Willows (Image Theatre) Thursday 1st March 2018 

1/2C Class Assembly Wednesday 7th March 2018, 10.10am 

3/4C Class Assembly Wednesday 14th March 2018, 10.10am 

1/2R Class Assembly Wednesday 21st March 2018, 10.10am 

Ox Close Friends Easter Night Wednesday 21st March 2018 Rec & KS1 3.30-4.30,  
KS2 5.00-6.30pm 

Parent Consultation Evenings Monday 26th, Tuesday 27th and Wednesday 28th March, 3.30-6pm 

Egg Decorating Day Tuesday 27th March 2018 

School closes for Easter holiday Thursday 29th March 2018, 3,15pm 

School re-opens for summer term Monday 16th April 2018 
 

D. Harrison  

Headteacher 


