
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations Miss Smith 
I would like to congratulate Miss Smith, who has been successful in applying for an exciting 
teaching opportunity in Thailand. It is an opportunity of a life time and I am delighted for her as 
this is something which she really wanted to do. She will be a huge miss to our school as an 
outstanding teacher, amazing SENDCO and as a fantastic personality. Miss Smith has served 
Ox Close well and I am so pleased that she moved from London to join us in 2013. I wish her 
well in her new venture, one which she simply could not turn down. Our priority is to recruit 
another outstanding teacher who can take over Miss Smith’s class and that process is well 
under way. We will inform parents when we have an appointment confirmed. Miss Bowden will 
take over as SENDCO for the remainder of the academic year, a role which she held in her 
previous post.  

Football Champions 
Our footballers were in action in a competition at the Brewery Field yesterday. There were 
mixed team events as well as separate ones for girls and boys. I am delighted to inform you 
that our boys team were crowned as the area champions, defeating Sedgefield Hardwick on 
penalties after a dramatic final. The team did superbly in a competition that was organised by 
the FA. They now qualify for the Northern finals of the competition in March, representing 
Spennymoor Town, and the prize for winning that particular competition will be to play at 
Wembley before one of the play off finals in May. Congratulations to the team, this is an 
amazing achievement and hopefully the start of an unforgettable experience. Well done to all 
of the players who represented us and thank you to Mr Crowther, Mr Shannon, Mrs Cox and 
Miss Dent for accompanying and leading the teams.  
Children in Need  
Our theme this year has been ‘Be Crazy’ and the children have either worn crazy outfits or 
attended in non-school uniform. Lots of money has been raised for a very worthwhile cause. 
Thank you for your support! 
Excellent Provision 
As I mentioned last week, we have been looking at all aspects of provision at Ox Close over 
the past 2 weeks. This has involved observing lessons, looking at work books and speaking to 
children. Talking to the children has been incredibly enlightening and encouraging - they are 
so positive about school and are so articulate and respectful. We have been so impressed by 
what we have seen and heard and I would like to thank the staff and children for all of their 
hard work. The Ox Close team is a talented and dedicated one and both Miss Bowden and I 
thoroughly appreciate how committed and hard working the staff are. Well done to all 
concerned! 
Parent Consultation Evenings 
These take place next week and are a great opportunity for parents to check on the progress 
and welfare of their children. As ever, it will be a packed schedule and we try to stick to the 
appointment length of 10 minutes so that we avoid running too late. If you do have an issue to 
raise which will take longer than this time then please do arrange a separate appointment 
when you will be able to have a more detailed discussion with the class teacher. I look forward 
to seeing many of you in school next week.  
Ox Close Friends Festive Hamper 
Ox Close Friends are holding a raffle, which will be drawn after our Christmas performances. 
They are asking for donations of festive food so that they can make up a Festive Hamper as a 
prize. Donations would be gratefully received and can be left at the School Office. 
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Brass Lessons 
Miss Leggett would like to remind children of the opportunity for Year 5 and 6 children to 
receive brass lessons at school. There is a cost for the lessons however cost of the instrument 
hire is free and children would have their lessons during the school hours. There are many 
advantages to having brass lessons, including the opportunity to play in Sedgefield District 
Wind Band at Whitworth School (at no extra cost). If you would like any further information 
about this, please contact the school office or Miss Todd. Music and brass in particular has 
been a maor strength of the school over the past 8 years and we are very keen to maintain 
this tradition.  
Respecting Staff 
We are fortunate that the vast majority of our parents are respectful and polite towards staff. 
Our aims are one and the same, achieving the very best outcomes for the children. Ox Close 
parents are wonderfully supportive and this has been the case throughout my time at the 
school. On rare occasions, there are some exceptions to this and so all schools have been 
issued with a notice to display, which can be seen in the entrance way. In the event that 
parents are abusive or threatening, schools reserve the right to take action and this can 
involve banning parents from the site. Thank you to everyone for showing respect and 
keeping Ox Close as a safe and respectful environment.   
Free Health Walk 
Craig Daley works for the Durham County Council wellbeing team and has recently set up a 
new health walk up at the Spennymoor Youth and Community Centre. The team are trying to 
help get people out, socialise with one another and hopefully promote healthy lifestyles. The 
health walk is free and takes place between 10 and 11am on Mondays. For more details 
please contact craig.daley@durham.gov.uk 
Class Charts  
Poppie P was highest Class Charts point scorer in Reception this week, while our top scorer in 
1/2 was Isobel P. In Key Stage 2, Caitlin E scored highest in 3/4 and Spirit A was the top 
scorer in 5/6. 
Attendance  
Class 5/6S had the highest attendance this week with 97.9%. The overall school attendance 
this year is 95.8% while this week it has been 93.7%. Three classes were perfectly punctual 
and 256 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent 
absence has been determined as 90%.   
Dates for the Diary 

Monday 18th, Tuesday 19th and 
Wednesday 20th November 

Parent Consultation Evenings 

Wednesday 20th November 

N.B. Change of Date 
Flu Immunisation - EYFS to Year 6 

Monday 2nd December School Closed – PD Day 

Wednesday 4th December School Christmas Lunch 

Wednesday 11th December 10am and 5pm – EYFS Christmas Production 

Thursday 12th December 
10am and 5:30pm – Years 3 and 4 Christmas Carols at 

St Paul’s Church 

Tuesday 17th December 10am and 5:30pm – Years 1 and 2 Christmas Production 

Wednesday 18th December 10am and 5:30pm – Years 5 and 6 Christmas Production 

Thursday 19th December AM - EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party 

Friday 20th December AM – KS2 Christmas Party 

Friday 20th December 3:15pm – School closes for Christmas holidays 

Christmas Holidays 

Monday 6th January 2020 Children back to school 

    A Bowden    D Harrison 

Miss A Bowden   Mr D Harrison 
Head of School    Executive Headteacher 
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