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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Mrs Taylor, Head of Nursery, attended a virtual meeting with Durham Local Authority Advisers this week and it was 

recommended that we pass this information to parents as learning, particularly in Reception and Nursery, would be 

very different to how it normally is due to safety guidance and available staff.  In terms of Nursery, several staff, 

including Mrs Taylor, are not able to be at work due to underlying medical conditions. To a lesser extent, this is also 

the case in Reception and in other parts of the school. 

 

Key points to note in terms of practice in Nursery and Reception, if we are able to open: 

 

1. Parents will not ordinarily be allowed into the building due to safety guidance. 

2. The children will have to remain in their groups and will not be allowed to mix with children from different 

groups (this will apply across the Federation and all schools). 

3. The provision will have to be limited so that it can be cleaned before each group plays with it.  

4. Children will have to be moved around activities and will not have free choice of where, when or what they 

can play with.  

5. Entry and exit times to Nursery and school will be staggered and markers will be placed outside to ensure 

that parents stay 2m away from others (similar to supermarkets). Government guidance also states that 

gatherings of parents at school gates should be discouraged. 

6. If children are staying for lunch, packed lunch children will be eaten in their groups and they must have food 

which they can open themselves without help from an adult.  

7. The Local Authority recommend spot temperature checks on children. If they have a temperature or display 

symptoms, they will be isolated in a room with one member of staff to supervise (with PPE). Any child 

displaying symptoms must be collected immediately and Government guidelines relating to isolation and 

testing followed. 

8. Children will be unable to bring in toys from home. 

9. Reception children would need to be taught in the main school building rather than within their usual 

classroom and may not be taught by their normal teacher.  

 

We hope that this information from the Local Authority is useful and informative. It is fair to say that when the 

children do eventually return, whenever that may be, things will need to be very different to the way that they are 

conventionally. We look forward to a time when it is safe for children to play and interact as they would normally. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

D Harrison    A Bowden    J Taylor 

Mr Harrison    Miss Bowden    Mrs Taylor 

Executive Headteacher    Head of School    Head of Nursery 


