
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
School - Reports 
The teachers have been busy writing the end of year reports for the children and these will be sent out 
next week. I am currently busy reading the reports and adding my comments. As ever, the reports are 
very thorough. Even though this year has been affected by the public health crisis, the teachers know the 
children very well and this is reflected in the reports. This year I have arranged for a surprise to be 
included with each report! All shall be revealed soon! 
Please remember that reports are available to collect from the school office from 8am until 4pm on the 
designated day: 
  

Reception Thursday 9th July 

Year 1 Monday 6th July 

Year 2 Tuesday 7th July 

Year 3 Wednesday 8th July 

Year 4 Wednesday 8th July 

Year 5 Friday 10th July 

Year 6 
Thursday 9th July 

(Children in school on Tuesday 7th July can take home that 
day) 

 
If your child is currently attending school, then they will bring their report home with them on their 
selected day – you do not need to collect it. If you have more than one child, then you will be able to 
collect all of the reports at once. 
School - Reading Books 
We would be very grateful if you returned reading books to school when you collect your child’s report. 
There will be a collection box for these by the main school office. Thank you. 
School - New Classes 
Your child’s new class will be text out to you on Friday 10th July at 4pm. Following this, you will also 
receive a text message inviting you to join a Zoom meeting with the new class teacher.  
September 
As suspected, the Government guidance which was published yesterday requires all children to return to 
school in September. The Government have now indicated that social distancing is not necessary within 
the classroom. However, although we will of course ensure that all children can return, we will also 
ensure that classrooms are as safe as possible for both children and staff. Inside we will have class 
bubbles and we will set up learning and the classrooms to ensure that these work effectively. This will 
include some imaginative solutions! Start times, finish times, break times and lunch times will need to be 
staggered in order to meet the requirements of the guidance. Extra transition will be put in place to help 
Reception to settle in. It will be logistically challenging for us as a Federation, but we will be fully 
prepared and we look forward to seeing the children back here more conventionally in September. 
Transition - Reception 
Next week, we are holding 2 virtual transition meetings on Zoom for our September Reception parents. 
These are being held on Tuesday and Wednesday at 5.30pm. In addition, I can confirm that we will be 
arranging for new starters to come into school on an appointment basis with 1 adult to see Mrs Bowman 
and the other staff at the end of the summer holidays. Further details will follow on the exact date that 
this will take place. 
Current Reception Children 
Our Year 1 /2 team are making lots of preparations to ensure that children in Reception have a smooth 
transition into their new classrooms in September. They will be sending out letters to children next week, 
to introduce themselves and tell them what it will be like in their new classroom.  
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Digital Interaction 
This week we have had further digital interaction across the Federation, with both Zoom and Teams in 
use. Next week, school sessions will take place for Years 4 and 5 at the same time and messages will 
be issued for if there are any changes. In addition, next week we will be inviting Year 3 to join Teams 
session and further details of this will follow by text from Mrs Cox. We have been recording a small 
number of Foundation subject lessons for a couple of year groups and will share these when they are 
fully ready. My intention is to COVID proof our provision and I am really pleased at how we have 
progressed with our online interaction over the past month. I am asking teachers from each phase to 
nominate a child who impresses with online learning next week and we will include prizes during 
our next podcast, which will be broadcast on Friday 10th July. 
Virtual Classroom Planning 
We have changed how we are planning for the next two weeks to match in with end of year and 
transition activities. For week commencing 6th July, English activities will be focusing on the children’s 
memories of the year. Maths and Wider Curriculum will remain the same as previous weeks. For week 
commencing 13thJuly, English activities will be focusing on transition for the new school year. Maths will 
be investigation and problem solving focussed. The Wider Curriculum will be similar to previous weeks 
but may be projected based in some year groups. Please note that some of the planning will be phased 
based (Years 1 and 2, Years 3 and 4, Years 5 and 6) rather than year groups. 
Drop Offs 
From time to time, children are reluctant to come into school and this can be very distressing as a parent 
(I speak from personal experience as a parent). Under the current circumstances, we are unable to 
assist by taking the children tin the manner which we would do normally and parents are not permitted in 
school due to the situation with COVID-19. Unfortunately, if the child is utterly distressed and reluctant 
then the only option is for parents to take the child home. Thank you for your understanding.  
Joining Teams sessions 
We have produced a guide, which can be found on the school website. I would recommend that anyone 
who is unfamiliar with the programme looks through this guide and practises logging in well in advance 
of the meetings. http://www.ox-close.durham.sch.uk/?s=Teams+guide  
Zoom with Mr Harrison and Miss Bewick 
Over the past few weeks, Miss Bewick and I have held Zoom meetings which have been open to Year 3 
and 4 pupils. These have been scheduled for the same time as this week and texts will be sent out to 
confirm details. 
Virtual Graduation-Year 6 
We will hold our Virtual Graduation for the Year 6 children on Wednesday 15th July at 5.30pm. I am 
delighted that the staff will be taking part in this as it is important that the children mark what is an 
important time. I am also thrilled that we will be joined by Dave Stone, the Whitworth Park Headteacher, 
the Ox Close Chair of Governors, Pam Sneath and Alfie S, the Children’s Champion. The Ox Close 
Friends will also be represented and they have bought hoodies for the children, which we will give out 
before the Graduation event. In addition, we will also be holding an afternoon tea for the Year 6s within 
their bubbles and offering a takeout service for those Year 6 children who are not currently attending 
school. More details will follow about this next week. 
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