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Success Criteria

Aim
I can use co-ordinating conjunctions in my writing.

• I can recognise co-ordinating conjunctions.

• I can use a co-ordinating conjunction in my writing to join clauses.

• I can choose the best conjunction for my sentence.



Introductory Activity



Joining Sentences

Every sentence has a clause.
A clause is a group of words that has a subject and a verb. 

Jessica ran to the shop.

The subject

The verb



Joining Sentences

When we join two clauses together, they become complex or compound 
sentences. We already know at least one way to do this – by using and

Jessica ran to the shop. She bought a 
chocolate bar.

Jessica ran to the shop and she bought a 
chocolate bar.

The word and is a conjunction.

We join our clauses together 
using conjunctions.



Joining Sentences

We often want to join our clauses together to make our writing more 
interesting to read. When we do this we use conjunctions.

When we are joining two clauses that are as important as each other and 
that could be individual sentences, we use a co-ordinating conjunction.

There are many co-ordinating conjunctions but we are 
going to look more carefully at three of them:

butand or



Joining Sentences

Each of these co-ordinating conjunctions has a different job.

and

but

or

is used when we are adding more 
information to a sentence.

is used when we are 
contrasting things.

is used when we are writing 
about alternatives.



Joining Sentences

Remember that when we use these conjunctions, the clauses they join could 
stand on their own and still make sense.

and but or

Look at the sentence below.

If we take the word but out of this 
sentence and replace it with a full stop, 
it still makes sense.

I really wanted a chocolate bar. My mum said no.I really wanted a chocolate bar but my mum said no.



Joining Sentences

Look at the clause below. Which of our 3
co-ordinating conjunctions would join these 
together best? Talk to your partner.

but

I went to the park and I 
played on the swings.

and or

I went to the park. I played 
on the swings.



Joining Sentences

Look at the clause below. Which of our 3
co-ordinating conjunctions would join these 
together best? Talk to your partner.

but

I have a bike but I don’t 
ride it very often.

and or

I have a bike. I don’t ride 
it very often.



Joining Sentences

Look at the clause below. Which of our 3
co-ordinating conjunctions would join these 
together best? Talk to your partner.

but

Should I play on my bike or
should I watch TV?

and or

Should I play on my bike? 
Should I watch TV?



Independent Focused Activity



Work independently to complete the 
Co-ordinating Conjunctions Activity 
Sheet.

Co-ordinating Conjunctions

Fill in the missing conjunction in 
each sentence.

and is used when we are 

adding more information 
to a sentence.

but is used when we are 

contrasting things.

or is used when we are writing 

about alternatives.

Remember:



Review Activity



Bingo!

Remember each of these co-ordinating conjunctions has a different job.

In your groups, play Co-ordination Bingo.

and is used when we are 

adding more information 
to a sentence.

but is used when we are 

contrasting things.

or is used when we are writing 

about alternatives.



Consolidation Activity



Missing Clause

The sentence below is unfinished. Look at the co-ordinating conjunction 
carefully. Can you think of a clause to finish this sentence?

Write your ideas on your whiteboard.

Dad was going to 
wash the car but 
_________________
_______________.



Missing Clause

Can you think of a clause to finish this sentence?

Write your ideas on your whiteboard.

Nisha didn’t like 
playing football but 
_________________
_______________.



Work independently to complete the 
Missing Clause Activity Sheets.

Missing Clause

Finish each sentence with a suitable 
clause. Remember to look carefully at 
the conjunction being used.



Assessment



Co-ordination

Use all of the information you 
have learnt and practised about 
co-ordinating conjunctions.

Work on your own to complete the 
Mini Test.



Co-ordination

Use all of the information you 
have learnt and practised about 
co-ordinating conjunctions.

Work on your own to complete the 
Application Activity.



Success Criteria

Aim
I can use co-ordinating conjunctions in my writing.

• I can recognise co-ordinating conjunctions.

• I can use a co-ordinating conjunction in my writing to join clauses.

• I can choose the best conjunction for my sentence.




