
 

 

Year Groups: 5/6 - English 

 

Dates: 01.02.21 

 

Genre:  

Year 5 Success Criteria Year 6 Success Criteria 

Structural Language Structural Language 

- Introduction and Conclusion 

- Paragraphs 

- Use of past tense 

- Selection of key information 

 

- Use of third person 

- Passive voice 

- Pronouns 

 

- Introduction and Conclusion 

- Paragraphs, with cohesion 

between examples. 

- Use of past tense 

- Selection of key information 

 

- Use of third person 

- Passive voice 

- Pronouns 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

     

Starter: True or False – 

recap the features of a 

biography by sorting the 

sentences on the board – 

can you explain their 

purpose as we work 

through? Or can you 

suggest a text type where 

you might find these 

features instead?  

  

 L.C. Can you edit and 

improve an example of a 

biography? 

 

Having recapped the 

features of a biography, can 

we now use this knowledge 

to improve and edit an 

example? 

 

Display a poor example of a 

paragraph from a biography 

– how would we rate it out 

of 10? What has been done 

well? How does it need to 

be improved? Discuss as a 

class. 

 

T to then model making 

improvements, based on the 

features missing from our 

writing last week – complex 

sentences. 

 

Starter: Recap our work on 

possessive pronouns from last 

week – can we sort the 

personal and possessive 

pronouns to begin with? 

 

Then use the spinning wheel 

to select a possessive 

pronoun for chn to put into a 

sentence.  

   

 L.C. Can you research your 

chosen figure and collect 

relevant information for 

your biography? 

 

Recap the original front 

covers that we looked at last 

week – what did we say 

linked them all? Discuss the 

idea that they all influenced or 

changed the world in some 

way to become a key figure. 

 

Who would you consider to 

be a key figure? Do they have 

some link to you and your 

life? Have they inspired you in 

some way? Ask chn for their 

suggestions of people that 

they might like to write their 

biography about – scribe on 

the IWB. 

 

Starter: Who am I? 

Description game used to 

identify the word classes, e.g. I 

am often found before a noun. 

I can be a number. I am often 

some of the most common 

words used. What am I? (A 

determiner). Follow the clues 

on the PP to guess the word 

class. 

  

 L.C. Can you group your 

notes into suitable 

paragraphs? 

 

L.C. Can you begin to write 

your biography? 

 

Give chn 5-10 mins to re-read 

their notes that they collected 

from yesterday – could you 

share any of your interesting 

facts? 

 

Discuss the role of paragraphs 

in a biography – why do we 

need to use them? Is it just to 

make it easier to read? Or 

does it serve another 

function? Talk about how 

grouping information helps 

with writing in chronological 

order, as a biography should 

follow the path of the subjects 

life. 

Starter: Continue work on 

homophones and common 

examples that come up in our 

writing: 

Where / wear 

Here / hear 

Bare / bear 
 

L.C. Can you complete your 

biography? 

 

L.C. Can you edit your 

finished piece using Rainbow 

Editing? 

 

Recap yesterday’s lesson by 

reading out examples of work 

that chn have already completed 

– as we listen, pick out the 

features that have been used 

well and identify areas that need 

further development. 

 

T to model the final paragraph, 

which talks about legacy, on the 

IWB, modelling any 

misconceptions that arise from 

the previous lesson. 

 

Give chn a short time limit to 

complete their writing, to allow 

for editing later on in the 

lesson. 

 

Complete Task 1 

Starter: Take a look at 

relative pronouns – linked to 

previous work from the 

classroom – how are these 

different to personal and 

possessive? Recap the use of 

who/which and then identify 

the correct ones to use in 

the sentences provided. 
 

L.C. Can you recognise 

and use hyphens and 

dashes? 

 

If I wanted to add extra 

information to a sentence, 

how could I do it? Discuss 

with the class and annotate 

the IWB with their 

suggestions – description, 

brackets, relative clauses, 

fronted adverbials, etc. 

 

T to explain that we can also 

use dashes in the same way 

that we use brackets – T to 

model this with a range of 

example sentences on the 

IWB. 

 

T to then model both 

identifying where dashes 

could go, as well as using 

dashes to add extra 



T to show how we can use 

conjunctions (Year 5) and 

relative clauses (Year 6) – 

use these to add extra 

information into simple 

sentences. Chn to help T 

with selecting the 

conjunctions to use – to be 

displayed on the IWB. 

 

Task 

Chn to edit and improve 

their given paragraph using 

the prompts provided. Chn 

should make the changes 

and then re-write their 

paragraph to include their 

edits. 

 

There are 2 guides form 

improvement, one for Year 

5 and one for Year 6 – try 

to stick to your own year 

group but if you need more 

support / more challenge, 

feel free to try the other 

activity. 

 
 

T to model choosing a key 

figure and beginning to 

research them online – model 

safe searching on the internet, 

as well as selecting relevant 

information to make notes 

with using bullet points. 

 

T to talk about safe searching 

and the importance of 

internet safety – model the 

use of bullet points for 

anybody who is unsure. 

 

Task 

Chn to complete their own 

online research about their 

chosen personality, in order 

to collect notes for their 

biography. 

 

Encourage chn to think about 

what the theme of each 

paragraph will be to help 

guide them to only relevant 

or interesting facts. 

 

Chn to make notes using 

bullet points or a mind map. 

 

T to model sorting general 

notes into paragraphs – this 

can be done by re-writing and 

sorting into boxes or by 

colour coding our notes with 

highlighter to help us. 

 

Complete Task 1 

 

Now that we have our plan, 

we can begin to write our 

biography. 

 

T to briefly recap all of the 

features that we would expect 

to see in our writing: 

paragraphs, 3rd person, past 

tense, interesting facts and 

figures, chronological order 

etc. 

 

T to focus on introduction – 

what might we include? Why 

would we not give away too 

much detail? T to model 

writing this first paragraph on 

the board, before sending chn 

to do the same. 

 

Bring chn back after 5 mins to 

model the next paragraph, 

before allowing chn time to 

complete their tasks 

independently. 

 

Complete Task 2 

 

 

Task 1 

 

Briefly recap with chn our use 

of Rainbow Editing from our 

previous writing sessions. 

 

T to model using this method 

to edit and improve our original 

piece, by looking for the key 

features that we need to 

include. 

 

From our last session, a special 

focus on the use of 

conjunctions would be useful to 

help develop our skills further. 

 

Complete Task 2 

 

 

 

Task 1 

Chn to have time to complete 

their biography writing from 

our previous session (around 

10-15mins) 

 

Task 2 

Chn to use the Rainbow Editing 

template to look for, edit and 

improve the key features of our 

biography writing. 

 

 

information to a simple 

sentence. 

 

Complete Task 1 

 

How is a hyphen different to 

a dash? Explain that whilst 

they may look the same, they 

have two very different jobs. 

 

T to model the use of a 

hyphen to link two words to 

make a new term or phrase. 

 

Display a range of adverts / 

posters that use hyphens – 

can we spot them? Which 

words have they joined? 

Why? Discuss as a group. 

 

T to then model identifying 

where to use them, as well 

as using hyphenated words in 

a sentence. 

 

Complete Task 2 

 

Task 1 

Chn to complete the tasks 

on dashes, identifying where 

to place them as well as 

using them to extend their 

sentences. 

 

Complete Year 5 or Year 6 

tasks. 

 

Task 2 

Chn to complete the tasks of 

hyphens, as they did with 



Chn to read through their 

notes from their research and 

begin to think about how they 

will group them into 

paragraphs. 

 

Chn may choose to use the 

suggested headings or can 

think of their own, focussing 

on how content is linked and 

can be used to develop more 

complex sentences. 

 

Task 2 

Begin to write your biography 

for your chosen personality. 

Use the SC boxes as a guide 

to help you. Be prepared to 

share your work with the 

group. 

 

Just as we do in normal 

lessons, try to write in small 

chunks and have regular rests 

and chances to go back and 

check your work. This is much 

easier than writing it all in one 

large block. 

 

Remember, try to include as 

many key facts and dates as 

you can so that the biography 

is content heavy. 

 

 

dashes. Chn to also have a 

go at a range of test 

questions to apply their 

knowledge. 

 

Complete Year 5 or Year 6 

tasks. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                    

 

 



  Lesson Tasks 

Monday 

See 01.02.21 Question Sheets and accompanying powerpoint.  

Tuesday 

See 02.02.21 Question Sheets and accompanying powerpoint.  

Wednesday 

See 03.02.21 Question Sheets and accompanying powerpoint.  

Thursday 

See 04.02.21 Question Sheets and accompanying powerpoint. 

Friday 

See 05.02.21 Question Sheets and accompanying powerpoint.  


