
 

 

Year Groups: 5/6 - English 

 

Dates: 25.01.21 

 

Genre:  

Year 5 Success Criteria Year 6 Success Criteria 

Structural Language Structural Language 

- Introduction and Conclusion 

- Paragraphs 

- Use of past tense 

- Selection of key information 

 

- Use of third person 

- Passive voice 

- Pronouns 

 

- Introduction and Conclusion 

- Paragraphs, with cohesion 

between examples. 

- Use of past tense 

- Selection of key information 

 

- Use of third person 

- Passive voice 

- Pronouns 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

     

Starter: Time dedicated to 

using Spelling Shed – T to 

explain the new spelling rule 

for this week to Year 5 and 

Year 6, with examples and 

guidance for how to use the 

games.  
  

 L.C. Can you answer 

questions about a 

biography? 

 

Who knows what a 

biography is? Have you ever 

read one? How might it be 

different to an 

autobiography? Discuss 

ideas as a class. 

 
T to show some excerpts 
from different biographies – 
What has the author 
included in this example? 
What do we think the 
purpose of a biography is? 
 

T to begin reading through 

an example biography and 

model answering the 

questions – think about 

whether or not the 

questions are simple 

retrievals or whether you 

need to make an inference. 

Starter: Recap of nouns and 

verbs when using the same 

word. Read through the 

sentences and identify if the 

word highlighted is a noun or 

a verb. 

   

 L.C. Can you explore the 

features of a biography?  

 

Refer back to the example of 

a biography from yesterday – 

which features did we already 

identify? T to help label these 

on the given example. 

 

On the next example, can we 

see any other features? How 

are these examples the same 

or different? Discuss ideas as 

a class. 

 

Show the biography writing 

checklist to introduce some 

of the new features – can we 

find examples of these in our 

text? T to highlight finding and 

discussing the use of different 

features, using the questions 

on the PP to guide. 

 

Task 

Chn to sort the features and 

their explanations into true or 

false, depending on whether 

Starter: Super Synonyms - T 

to provide an adjective and 

chn have 30 seconds to think 

of suitable synonyms. The T 

will also have a list of her Top 

Ten – if you have any the 

same as the T, they don’t 

count – how many other 

words did you find? 

 

Repeat with multiple 

examples.  

  

 L.C. Can you sort facts and 

information that is suitable 

to include in a biography? 

 

Begin by playing the 4-letter 

challenge – display 2-3 

significant people that the chn 

will be familiar with and ask 

them to describe them using 

words that only have 4 letters, 

e.g. Barack Obama – lead, 

good, head, make, talk. 

 

Discuss how these words 

reflect the role that these 

people played on our lives. 

 

T to lead discussion of the 

phrase ‘key event’ – imagine 

this person’s life was visible on 

a timeline, which events would 

Starter: Spelling Games – based 

on the rule introduced on 

Monday, T to lead a range of 

games to be played as a class 

using selected words from the 

spelling lists, e.g. hangman, 

anagram scramble etc.  

 

Also, take a look at 

homophones such as 

your/you’re and 

there/their/they’re – can we 

identify when we need to use 

each one? 
 

L.C. Can you group 

information into paragraphs 

and make links between 

them? 

 

Recap yesterday’s lesson by 

sorting the suitable facts in the 

table on the PP – why would we 

NOT include this fact? Discuss 

as a group. 

 

Use a range of examples to look 

at the way in which information 

is grouped – read an example 

paragraph and ask chn to come 

up with a suitable sub-heading. 

 

Compare a number of these 

paragraphs to look at the 

importance of chronological 

Starter: Recap work on 

capital letters for names and 

places as well as the start of 

a sentence. Read through the 

passage and correct the CL 

mistakes that the T has 

made. 
 

L.C. Can you use pronouns 

accurately? 

 

Can you recognise 

possessive pronouns? 

 

Begin by asking the chn to 

explain what they 

understand a pronoun to be 

– this has been covered 

recently in the classroom so 

chn should be able to give 

examples. 

 

T to briefly recap pronouns 

and their uses – when might 

we use one? Why? What is 

the impact? 

 

T to work through a number 

of example questions where 

chn are required to 

add/change/identify the 

pronouns being used – 

include examples of where 

the wrong pronoun has been 

used. 



Focus on providing good 

quality answers, written in 

full sentences. 

 

Task 

Chn to select the reading 

comprehension they feel is 

appropriate for their level 

and answer the 

accompanying questions – 

there will be a number of 

different examples to 

choose from, linked to 

different abilities. 

 
 

they would be included in a 

biography or not. 

 

Then, chn to use what they 

know about each feature to 

answer the questions about 

these features below. 

you consider to be key to 

include? TTYP and feedback. 

 

Complete Task 1 

 

Although we need to include 

information about key events, 

we also need interesting 

details that will engage and 

interest the reader. Read 

through the example facts and 

decide if we would include 

them or not – why? Why not? 

T to also include some 

examples of quotes that may 

or may not be linked to some 

of the key details of our 

biography. 

 

Complete Task 2 

 

 

Task 1 

Year 5 - Read through the key 

event cards and decide which 

ones you would add to the 

subject’s timeline – add these 

in the correct order. 

 

Year 6 – Read through the 

short example biography, pick 

out the key events and order 

on a timeline (use examples 

from Little Leaders book) 

 

Task 2 

Chn to read through the 

remaining information and 

sort into would/would not 

include in a biography. Be 

order in a biography – how do 

they start? What sort of 

information may be included 

towards the end? 

 

T to model sorting key factual 

sentences and quotes into 

suitable paragraphs – how are 

these linked? What is the main 

topic of the sentence? 

 

Complete Task 1 

 

T to then model the need for 

cohesion – this means that we 

link our paragraphs into one 

flowing piece of writing – look 

at examples of this in context to 

model to the chn. 

 

T to model adding cohesive 

phrases across paragraphs, such 

as with adverbials, to show how 

ideas are connected. 

 

Complete Task 2 

 

 

 

Task 1 

Chn to sort the sentences into 

suitable paragraphs/sections, 

looking at birth and childhood / 

main life / legacy and impact. 

 

Task 2 

Chn to add connecting phrases 

between each paragraph to 

show cohesion – look to find 

opportunities to use adverbials 

 

Complete Task 1 

 

T to then discuss possessive 

pronouns – how are these 

different? What is a PP trying 

to show the reader? With 

examples, T to model using 

these PP in the context of a 

longer piece of writing 

 

Complete Task 2 

 

Task 1 

Chn to correctly add and 

edit the use of pronouns in a 

variety of sentences, 

including some exam 

questions. 

 

Task 2 

Chn to correctly add and 

edit examples of possessive 

pronouns in context. 

 

Extension: Chn to play the 

matching game to show their 

understanding of possessive 

pronouns, e.g. I am Sarah. 

The book is… (matches to) 

mine. 

 

 



prepared to give reasons for 

your sorting at the end of the 

lesson. 

 

 

 

to link key ideas together as 

well. 

 

 

                                                                                                     Lesson Tasks 

Monday 

See 25.01.21 Question Sheets and accompanying powerpoint.  

Tuesday 

See 26.01.21 Question Sheets and accompanying powerpoint.  

Wednesday 

See 27.01.21 Question Sheets and accompanying powerpoint.  

Thursday 

See 28.01.21 Question Sheets and accompanying powerpoint. 

Friday 

See 29.01.21 Question Sheets and accompanying powerpoint.  


