
Science and the Wider Curriculum - Planning and Ideas 

Week Commencing: 18.01.21 

Year Groups: 5/6 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Area of 

Learning 
Subject: Science 

To explain how we know the Sun, 

Earth and Moon are spherical.  
 

Subject: History 

To identify the location 

of different mines in 

the local area. 

Subject: RE  

To understand the 

importance of the Jewish 

Ark of Covenant  

 

Subject: Art 

To sketch different 

shapes of coral and add 

colour and texture. 

 

 

Subject: Music  

 

To begin to use a range 

of musical vocabulary  

Activity   

Starter 

 

Using the resources provided (powerpoint) 

explain to the children that there is a shape 

hidden beneath the earth. 

Which shape is hidden? 

 

Children should be able to provide reasons 

for their choices. 

 

Continue to reveal a little more of the shape. 

Have our thoughts changed? If not, is there 

any more evidence to suggest which shape is 

beneath the earth? 

 

Input – Have a look out of your window. 

Using the evidence you are able to see,  

 
What shape is the Earth? How do you know? 
What shape does it look like to you?  

 
Expect children to say sphere but discuss the 
fact that there is no evidence of that when 
you look around them. (Some children may 
also refer to hills, etc as proof (if they think 
they can see the curvature of the earth around 
them) – address this misconception).  
 

Starter 

 

Look at the different 

photos of people at work 

over time – can we use the 

clues to work out their 

occupations – this will help 

you to make links with the 

role of miners in the local 

community. 

 

Input 

Read through the 

PowerPoint which looks at 

the full range of mines 

across the NE over the 

past 100-150 Years. 

 

We will be talking about 

why there were so many 

mines within our region, 

their impact on the 

community and how we 

can begin to find out a 

little more about each 

colliery. 

 

Task 

Starter  

 

Look at the picture on the 

PowerPoint slide. Write five 

questions you have about this 

picture. They could start with 

the following words:  

-What … 

-Where... 

-Why...  

-When …  

-How ...  

 

Input Read through the 

PowerPoint on the Ark of the 

Covenant. Think carefully about 

why this Ark is very important to 

Jewish people today.  

 

Task  

Read the comprehension sheet in 

the resources to find out more 

about this story.  

Choose a set of comprehension 

questions to answer about this. 

The red ones are slighter easier 

and the green ones are harder.  

 

 

In lesson 3, we will be 

continuing with our work on 

adding details through our 

sketching skills, but this time, 

thinking about how we can 

begin to show 3D shapes 

using colour and shading. 

 

Read through the PP, as we 

look at different types of 

coral, looking at their overall 

shape and the range of 

techniques that we can use 

when adding colour. 

 

Task 

To sketch and colour at least 

two different types of coral 

from the pictures shown or 

researched. 

Starter  

Complete the quiz about 

music vocabulary. How did 

you do?  

 

Task  

Now that you know more 

about some of the musical 

vocabulary you need to 

know, follow the link to the 

Durham Music Service and 

complete some of the online 

activities.  

Durham Music Trust 

https://www.durhammusic.org.uk/


What does the evidence of your eyes tell you?  
 
Discussion – What do you think? Is the 
earth flat or spherical? 

 
What are your reasons behind your thoughts? 
Are you able to support your ideas with 
evidence? 
 
Task - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zd3fb9q 
 
Watch the video clip. Can you identify 
evidence which would prove that the earth is 
spherical in shape? 
 
TASK 1 
Using the resources and evidence (available 
from the virtual classroom) can you support the 
evidence into two groups? 
Evidence to suggest the earth is spherical and 
evidence to suggest the earth is flat? 
 
Can you summarise the evidence and record 
into the table provided? 

 

Flat Earth Spherical Earth 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
TASK 2 

 

Look at the evidence summary sheet. Can 

you give explanations for your choices? 

Which piece of evidence is the strongest to 

show the earth is spherical? 

Use the Durham Mining 

Museum website to gather 

information about 7-8 local 

mines – mark these on the 

maps provided using 

different coloured dots. 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zd3fb9q


Where can I complete further work? 

Twinkl – Subscription service used by schools is offering a free premium service for teachers, parents and children to use whilst schools are closed. Enter the code 

UKTWINKLHELPS for access to worksheets, powerpoints and interactive games to support all areas of learning. 

Classroom Secrets – Free Maths, Reading and Grammar home learning packs and interactive resources for all ages. 

BBC Bitesize Primary – Free learning resources available for KS1 and KS2 across all subjects. 
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