
Monday 1st March 2021
L.C. Can you identify and use causal and 

contrasting conjunctions?



Starter - Clauses

• Often within a sentence, there will be more than one clause.

• This is a part/section/chunk of the sentence that has its own
meaning.

• These clauses can be a main clause or a sub-ordinate clause.

• Main clauses contain the key message or focus of the sentence – on 
their own, without any extra detail, they still make sense.

• Sub-ordinate clauses are ‘the extra details’ that we add to make our 
sentence engaging – but on its own, it does not make sense.



Here are some examples…

• Sarah ran away because she saw a monster.

• I carried my umbrella with me in case it started to 
rain.

•Paul worked quickly so that he could play outside.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zgds6g8

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zgds6g8


Your Turn

•Polly the Parrot squawked loudly when she was 
scared.

• The classroom is often a mess after the children leave.

• You always smile because you are happy.



Causal Conjunctions

• They are all causal conjunctions, 
which are used to explain how 
things work or why something 
happens.

• They can be:

• subordinating conjunctions, e.g. 
because;

• co-ordinating conjunctions, e.g. 
so;

• causal adverbials, e.g. as a result.

• Sarah ran away because
she saw a monster.

• I carried my umbrella with 
me in case it started to 
rain.

• Paul worked quickly so 
that he could play outside.







Task 1

• Complete the first few questions on causal conjunctions.

• Remember, they are showing the link/relationship between two
independent clauses.



Contrastive Conjunctions

• Causal conjunctions show us that two ideas are similar or linked.

• Contrastive conjunctions and adverbials compare two things to show 
that they are different.

• For example: however, on the other hand, alternatively, on the other 
side of the argument, whereas.

• These are often used in a balanced argument to introduce an 
opposing point, e.g. moving from FOR to AGAINST.







Task 2

• Complete the sentences to show that you can use contrasting 
conjunctions to show that two ideas are different.

• Remember, you can embed the conjunction within the sentence or
use it at the beginning.



So how can we use these in a balanced argument?

Causal Conjunctions or 
Adverbials

Contrastive Conjunctions or 
Adverbials

Do we use one more than
they others?

Which one? Why?



Task 3

• Read through the example balanced argument to find examples of 
both types of conjunctions/adverbials.

• Show these by highlighting or underlining them in two different
colours.


