
Friday 5th March 2021
L.C. Can you use expanded noun phrases to 

convey information concisely?



Starter – Identify the noun in each sentence: 

• The wheel turned as I pulled it.

•An angry pirate shouted loudly.

• From out of the pond leapt a young frog.

• Small rabbits can escape very easily.

• I’ll make you feel my love.

•Knowledge is vital in order to succeed.

How are the last two answers different?



Abstract Nouns

Abstract nouns name a 
quality or an idea that 
cannot be physically 
quantified with the 
senses. Instead, they 
symbolize abstract 
concepts.

Can you think of another 
example?



As opposed to Concrete Nouns

Concrete nouns, on the 
other hand, can be 
experienced, and 
include things like 
chairs, animals, 
materials and 
foodstuffs.



Can you sort these nouns into concrete or 
abstract?

Concrete Abstract
love

friendship

window

bulldog

ship

flower

bravery computer

toadstool



What is an expanded noun phrase?

The large, red tractor drove through the field.

Outside, the heavy, noisy rain beat against the glass.

I climbed into my warn, comfy bed at 10 o’clock.

• What is the purpose of an expanded noun phrase?



How is an ENP usually constructed?

Billy’s small, furry hamster likes lettuce.

Don’t walk down the dark, deserted alleyway!

Could I have a piece of soft, rich chocolate cake?

• Can you spot the nouns and adjectives?



Expanded noun phrases are not limited to the use 
of adjectives – they can also use prepositional
phrases as well.

The red sports car drove down the winding country 
road.

The red sports car with huge, black tyres drove down 
the winding country road.



Spot the use of prepositional phrases to make 
expanded noun phrases:

• The playful dog with the bushy brown tail chased after the 
frightened cat.

• The tiny cottage in between the two pink houses is 
supposedly haunted.

• I turn the heating on through the winter as we sit down to 
dinner.



Task 1

• Identify the use of expanded noun phrases within each sentence and 
underline them.

• For a challenge, repeat the process with prepositional phrases,
although this is mainly aimed at Year 6.



Now that we know what an expanded noun 
phrase is, can we create our own to improve a 
sentence?

• The floor was hard to walk on.

• I cracked my tooth on a carrot.



Can you correct my use of expanded noun 
phrases?

• Her enormous, dirty sunflower grew tall outside the window.

• The gentle, quiet lion pounced on his prey.



Task 2

• Have a go at improving the sentences provided by adding in your own 
examples of expanded noun phrases.

• Make sure that the adjectives or prepositional phrases that you use 
match the noun being described.


