
Thursday 25th February 2021
L.C. Can you write a paragraph for a balanced 

argument?



Starter – Spot the mistake

• Read through the following sentences to spot the spelling mistakes –
these all link to the incorrect use of homophones that we have looked 
at last half term.

• Once you have spotted the mistake, can you suggest how to correct 
it?



• It’s far two late to be playing your game.

• I can’t weight to see you again.

•Your taking too long!

•Can you sea the board from back there?

•She always liked to where the colour pink.

•He found an old football over their.



Yesterday, we looked at constructing a balanced 
argument using points both for and against, as 
well as supporting evidence:

For:
• Zoos help prevent 

extinction of a range 
of species.

• Helped when ill, 
saved from predators, 
food always available.

• Twycross Zoo spent 
£20,000 to build 
special enclosures to 
help animals thrive.

The most critical reasons as to why zoos should be kept 

open is that they can prevent extinction of certain animals. 

In the wild, animals can be hunted and eaten by any 

predator that could threaten their existence. All animals in 

Zoos can be cured easily if they fall ill and can be fed 

healthier food. Now, in the 21st century, the cages can be 

modified to suit the animal or animal’s needs. Consider 

Twycross Zoo as an example. Recently, they spent over 

£20,000 pounds redesigning their monkey and gorilla 

sanctuary: this investment has enabled the animals there 

to thrive. Their natural habitats, which are in decline for a 

variety of reasons, cannot guarantee protection whereas a 

zoo can ensure a species’ survival. 



How has the author made their paragraph 
impactful whilst still being impartial?

Which features do you 
spot?

• Openers?

• Technical language?

• Adverbials?

• Relative clauses?

• Conjunctions?

The most critical reasons as to why zoos should be kept 

open is that they can prevent extinction of certain animals. 

In the wild, animals can be hunted and eaten by any 

predator that could threaten their existence. All animals in 

Zoos can be cured easily if they fall ill and can be fed 

healthier food. Now, in the 21st century, the cages can be 

modified to suit the animal or animal’s needs. Consider 

Twycross Zoo as an example. Recently, they spent over 

£20,000 pounds redesigning their monkey and gorilla 

sanctuary: this investment has enabled the animals there 

to thrive. Their natural habitats, which are in decline for a 

variety of reasons, cannot guarantee protection whereas a 

zoo can ensure a species’ survival. 



Task 1

• Read through the following paragraph from the same balanced 
argument.

• See if you can work out where the author has made his point and 
then supported with evidence.

• Try to find examples of the features that we have already looked at 
which make the paragraph impactful.

• Be ready to discuss your ideas as a class!



However, one argument against zoos being kept open is that being 

trapped in one cage can bore an animal. Animals do not normally act 

naturally around people and that does not teach anyone how they behave. 

Bright camera flashes can shock animals, and people love to take pictures 

of anything they find interesting - including animals. Unfortunately, Sea 

World (in America) is regularly in the news for these negative reasons. 

They have had to put down several of their Orcas in the past twenty years 

as the animals have started to display disturbing behaviours such as: 

head-banging against the glass, harming other orcas within the tanks and 

finally grievously harming humans during performances. David 

Attenborough – a famous naturalist – has been quoted to say, 

“Conservation of animal’s natural habitats should be human’s focus, not 
building more zoos to make us feel better for destroying their homes!”



Can we now turn our plans into a full 
paragraph?
• Take a look back at the work that you completed yesterday, where 

you linked points either for or against to their corresponding 
evidence.

• Can we treat this work as a plan to now construct our own sample 
paragraph?

• Think about the features we will aim to include!



• Zoos can be fun and 
teach humans more 
about animals.

• Don’t have to visit far 
away places to see 
the animals up close.

• Visitors generate 
money that can be 
spent on animal 
welfare and 
preservation efforts.

• Might inspire young 
people to become 
animal enthusiasts.



Task 2

• Choose one of your points (either for or against) from yesterday’s 
plan.

• Use the point and evidence to construct an impactful paragraph to 
make the point.

• Think about other evidence that you could link to the paragraph, 
either that you have researched or created yourself.

• Try to include as many of the key features as you can.

• Aim for 5-6 sentences in your paragraph.


