
Tuesday 9th February 2021
L.C. Can you examine the lasting legacy of our 

mining heritage?



Starter – Sort the Sources 

• Sort the following sources into primary and secondary sources.

• Think back to DAFT to decide which ones would be most reliable and 
organise them on a sliding scale.



Least useful Most useful



What have we learnt so far?

• We have been able to locate and find out some key information about 
mines in our local area.

• We have used maps to consider how areas have changed over time.

• We have used a range of historical sources to discover what it was like 
to work in a mine.

• We have evaluated historical sources to help solve an historical 
mystery.

• So where do we go next?



The end of mining…

• The ‘decline of coal mining’ began in the 1960’s, as more and more 
mines began to close.

• The 1970’s saw disputes with the workforce, causing strikes and 
walkouts.

• By 1984/1985, the biggest disagreement over wages and pit closures 
signalled the beginning of the end for the industry, with only 133 
deep mines left.

• Between 1990 and 2010, the pits continued to close and the industry 
was no longer considered viable.

• The last deep coal mine in the UK was closed in 2015.



How can we keep mining knowledge and 
heritage alive?



The Durham Miners Gala

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N4KbTAILP4k

• Who has been to the gala?

• What happens? What was it like?

• Why do you think the gala takes place every year? What is the 
purpose of the gala?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N4KbTAILP4k


The Banners

• One of the most striking features of the Miner’s Gala is the march 
through the town with the different mining banners.

• Each one represents a different pit or colliery and reveals some of the 
key characteristics of the town it is linked to.

• What message do you think they are trying to convey?

• Are they all the same? Which elements are different?

• Take a look at these examples…











A good banner should have…

• Bright, bold colours so that it is easy to spot and interpret.

• Clear reference to the local area that it is linked to.

• Examples of powerful imagery that help to convey its message.

• Key words and phrases linked to the overall message of the banner.

If you had to design a banner, what would you include?



Your Task

• Design and draw your own banner that reflects everything that you 
have learnt about mining this half term.

• It should include a range of images and words that are meaningful 
and show how you feel about the topic.

• You may want to link it to a particular mine that you have learnt 
about or that you can research at home.

• This would be an excellent opportunity for you to talk to family 
members and friends who have any links to the mining community –
maybe you have contacts that take part in the Gala each year who 
could share their ideas with you.

• Take the time to draw and colour this image carefully!




