


France
Every year on Easter Monday in the south of France, around 10,000 people gather 
to watch a small army of cooks make an omelette using 15,000 eggs! 
In the tiny village of Bessières in southwest France, spectators gather to watch 
members of the Giant Omelette Brotherhood of Bessières pour gallons of egg yolk 
into a large frying pan in the village square to make their world famous omelette.

Would you like an 
omelette instead of a 

chocolate egg this 
Easter?

It takes around 90 
minutes to break 
all of the eggs! 





SpainSemana Santa is a celebration which takes 
place over several days during the Easter period 
in Seville, Spain. Many people believe the 
tradition dates as far back as the 12th century.

From Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday, processions take over the streets of Seville 
and huge floats depicting parts of the Easter story are carried through the streets 
by local people. The floats are called 'pasos' and are carried by local volunteers 
called ‘costaleros’. 



Spain

It takes between 20 
and 40 costaleros to carry 
each paso because of the 

Spanish heat and the 
weight of the paso. 

Hospitals open up special 
costaleros treatment 
centres to deal with 

their injuries.



Sweden
Lots of families in Sweden have 
summer houses in the country and 
the long weekend at Easter is a 
chance for them to make their first 
visit of the year. It is a tradition to 
open all the windows and doors to 
air the summerhouse out and they 
are cleaned from top to bottom by 
the whole family. 

“Red Swedish Cottage, Fjärdlång, Stockholm (Sweden)” by [Tommie Hansen] is licensed under CC BY 2.0

Once this has been done, the fires are lit 
and friends and family arrive to begin 
the Easter celebrations. In a similar way 
to the Christmas decorations we collect 
and store to use each year, people in 
Sweden collect Easter decorations to 
display in their homes. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/uk/


Sweden



Corfu, GreeceFor the Greeks, Easter is the most important 
religious holiday. Traditional celebrations begin 
on Holy Saturday, with most people attending a 
church service at 9 o’clock. 

The sound and 
vibrations made by the 

pots is meant to recreate 
the effect of an 

earthquake, like the one 
that happened after 

Jesus’ resurrection from 
his tomb.

As soon as the church bell sounds, it’s a signal for everyone to run to the town’s 
main square to watch the pot throwing tradition called ‘botides’. In this Easter 
tradition, islanders who live in the apartments and houses surrounding the square 
decorate their windows and balconies with red flowers and badges and throw 
huge clay pots filled with water from their windows onto the streets below. The 
belief is that this wards off bad spirits. 





Florence, Italy
Since 1622, the people of Florence, Italy, have 
celebrated Easter with the tradition of ‘Scoppio
del Carro’, which means ‘the explosion of the 
cart’. 

The fire was carried on a cart and taken to the 
church to be blessed before being carried 
through the town for people to light their 
torches from the flames. Later, another element 
was added to the tradition called 
the ‘colombina’. This is a rocket, shaped like a 
dove holding an olive branch, which is meant to 
symbolise the Holy Spirit and peace.



Florence, Italy



Florence, Italy



Your Task Today 
Use the internet to research an Easter 
tradition from around the world. 
Create a poster (using a computer or just on 
paper) to explain that tradition to others. 


