
Thursday 25th March 2021
L.C. Can you describe the differences between 
the lives of the rich and poor in Rio de Janeiro? 



Starter – What is missing?

• Take a look at the following photographs and describe what you can 
see.

• Try to use as many geographical terms as possible, e.g. can you see a 
river, mountain, road etc.

• Then, try to predict what will be revealed behind the missing piece –
will it be more of the same? Or will there be something different 
hidden?
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This is taken from Rio de Janeiro in Brazil

• Is this what you 
expected?

• What do you think 
could have 
happened?

• How would you 
describe the 
differences you 
spot?



What is life like in Rio de Janeiro?

• Rio is known as a ‘city of two halves’ due to the fact that there are 
both very poor and very rich sections within the same city.

• Before we find out more, how do you think the lives of people in these 
areas will differ? What will be the biggest contrasts between the rich 
and the poor?

• Talk to your partner and be ready to share your ideas.



Barra Da Tijuca – Rich or Poor?

• This is an upper-class area in the 
western part of the city.

• Built around 30 years ago, it is
one of the most well-developed
areas and has a population of
around 300,000 (2010).

• It is considered one of the safest
neighbourhoods in Brazil and 
hosted many events during the 
2016 Olympic Games.

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barra_da_Tijuca&ei=i07OVKLdFo-R7AaR3IGwBw&bvm=bv.85076809,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGKpTyV4BNTzX4LQuONYr9foANotw&ust=1422893058562985
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.rio.com/places-neighborhood/places-in-barra-da-tijuca&ei=2U7OVM7NF87Q7Ab1mYHADQ&bvm=bv.85076809,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGKpTyV4BNTzX4LQuONYr9foANotw&ust=1422893058562985


Rochinha Favela – Rich or Poor?

• The word ‘favela’ means a settlement
of poorly built homes (slums) usually
situated on the outskirts of s city.

• This is the largest favela in the south 
portion of Rio with almost 100,000 
people living there.

• It is situated on the side of a large hill.

• Although conditions are improving, 
there remains a struggle for basic 
needs such as sanitation and 
electricity.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zrn9wmn

As you watch, think about the living conditions that you see and how 
this impacts the lives of the people living there, especially the 

children.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zrn9wmn


The Poverty Line

• A poverty line is an imaginary line that looks at a household income.

• You are said to live below the poverty line if you do not have enough 
income (money) to afford essential resources such as food.

• In Brazil, this is usually seen as earning less than $1 (65p) a day. 

• In Brazil, 16 million people live below this poverty line!

• What would 65p buy you?



Task 1

• Sort through the sentences and pictures and decide if they apply 
to/show the lives of the rich or poor in Rio de Janeiro.

• Add them to your table or Venn diagram in the correct place.

• If there are any that could apply to both, give a valid reason for this!

• Take a photo of your final sorting answers for your books!



Task 2

• Use your sorting results to write 4 sentences each to describe life for 
the rich and poor in Rio.

• These should use any key facts or information from your sorting 
cards.

• Imagine you are a 10 year old child living in the favela – use the 
sorting information to write a diary entry that describes your daily 
life, as well as imagining how your life could be very different.



Red Task

In the Rochinha favela, 



Green Task

Dear Diary,

Today started with 


