
 

 

English Planning and Ideas 

Week Commencing: 8/3/21               Focus: Diaries Week 1                 Year Group: 3/4 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Area of 

Learning 

 
What do diaries need? Compare diaries 

Reading Skills:  

Sequence events  

Adverbials of time linked to 

tense 
Thoughts and Feelings 

Activity What is a diary? Who writes a 

diary?  Why might we write a 

diary?  How are diaries different to 

other text types? 

 

Let’s look at a few diary entries 

from Little Red Riding Hood.  

Here’s the story in case you can’t 

remember it. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=ivg_Yc-YDYo  

  

    

What have you noticed about:- 

-how the diaries are organised? 

-the language used? 
-the presentation? 

- any important or specific details? 

 

Discuss what we noticed about the 

diary examples we looked at 

yesterday.  Let’s have a closer look 

at Little Red Riding Hood’s diary 

entry and see how many of our 

features we can spot.   

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

Discuss that diary entries need to 

be in the correct order and why.  

 

Let’s recap the skill of sequencing.  

 

 

Look at the sentences taken from 

the ‘Pliny the Elder’ and ‘The 

Saxon Boy’ diary entries.     

Number the extracts to show the 

correct order.  

 

You do not need to complete all of 

the activities, pick the challenge 

you feel is best for you.  

 
Everyone can access this. 

 

Most people will be able to               

try this. 

 

Challenge activity.  

We know that our diary entries 

will use past tense for the majority 

of the writing because we are 

writing about what has already 

happened.   

 

We use adverbials of time to add 

detail and explain WHEN 

something happened.   

 

 

Task 1: Sort the adverbials of time 

into past, present and future tense 

in the table below.   
 

Task 2: Choose a main clause, and 
add detail using at least one 

adverbial phrase from the table 

above. Shade each part of the 

sentence in the correct colour. 

 

  

Discuss that diaries need to 

include the character’s thoughts 

and feelings about an event. These 

ideas will be very personal.   

 

Let’s look at some scenes from 

some well-known nursery rhymes 

and fairy stories.  What might the 

characters be thinking and feeling?   

 

Can you act it out?  Can you add 

some captions to show some 

thoughts and feelings?   

 

What might they say if they were 

writing their diary about these 
events?  Why?   

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ivg_Yc-YDYo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ivg_Yc-YDYo


 

 

Where can I complete further work? 

Twinkl – Subscription service used by schools is offering a free premium service for teachers, parents and children to use whilst schools are closed. Enter 

the code UKTWINKLHELPS for access to worksheets, powerpoints and interactive games to support all areas of learning. 

Classroom Secrets – Free Maths, Reading and Grammar home learning packs and interactive resources for all ages. 

BBC Bitesize Primary – Free learning resources available for KS1 and KS2 across all subjects. 

Oxford Owl – Free ebooks and reading resources available when you create a free login. 

Phonics Play – Subscription service is offering free access to their learning resources during this period. Follow the link for details on how to 

gain free access. 

Top Marks – Free educational resources and games for English and Maths. 

ICT Games – Free educational resources and games for English and Maths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/covid19-school-closures
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/
https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.ictgames.com/


 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

24th August AD79 

Dear Diary, 

 

I am very excited! Early this morning, I noticed that 
something strange was happening across the sea – 
smoke was coming from Mount Vesuvius! I thought 
that it was beginning to erupt.  Rectina, my friend, told 
me I was right. She seemed scared in her note however 
I am brave and want to get a closer look. 

Luckily, my men came together and brought me a ship 
to sail to Pompeii – I can’t wait to see it in action. I don’t 
think my nephew, Pliny the Younger, or my sister are 
happy because I decided to come here but I must see it 
with my own eyes.  

As I am writing this entry in my diary, I am below-deck 
of the ship.  I can hear that we will are close to Pompeii 
and will be there in a few hours. The waves are getting 
louder and the water is choppy below - most people 
would be nervous, but not me! 

When we dock in Pompeii, my first job will be to find 
Rectina. I need to get her to safety. Then, I will get 
closer to the action!  

I will write again soon.  

Pliny (the Elder) 

 



 

 

24th August AD79 

 

Dear Diary, 

 

I am unbelievably excited! First thing this morning, I noticed 

that something strange was occurring across the bay – smoke 

was coming from Mount Vesuvius! I had a feeling that it was 

beginning to erupt and my thoughts were confirmed when I 

received the message from my friend, Rectina. She seemed 

scared in her note however I am brave and want to get a 

closer look. 

Luckily, my men were quick enough to gather together and 

bring me a ship to sail to Pompeii – I can’t wait to see it in 

action. I don’t think my nephew, Pliny the Younger, or my 

sister are happy with my choice to come here but I must see it 

with my own eyes.  

As I am writing this entry in my diary, I am below-deck of the 

ship and I’ve just overheard that we will be approaching 

Pompeii in a few hours. The sound is getting louder and the 

water seems unusually choppy below - most people would be 

nervous, but not me! 

When we dock in Pompeii, my first job will be to find Rectina. I 

need to get her on-board and get her to safety. Then, I will get 

myself closer to the action!  

I will write again on my return.  

Pliny (the Elder) 

  



 

 

LC: Can you sequence events? (Reading Skills)  

These sentences are taken from the diary of ‘Pliny the Elder’. 

 

1. Put these events in order from the earliest to the latest. 

o I am unbelievably excited! 

o Luckily, my men were quick enough to gather together. 

o As I am writing this entry in my diary, I am below-deck of the ship.  

o When we dock in Pompeii, my first job will be to find Rectina. 
 

2. Put these events in order from the earliest to the latest. 

o 24th August AD79 

o Dear Diary, 

o I will write again on my return.  

o Pliny (the Elder) 

 

3. Put these events in order from the earliest to the latest. 

o First thing this morning, I noticed that something strange was 
occurring across the bay.  

o my men were quick enough to gather together and bring me a 
ship to sail to Pompeii.  

o I received the message from my friend, Rectina. 

o I can’t wait to see it in action. 

 

 

  



 

 

6:00am 

 

Dear Diary, 

 

It’s finally arrived! The day I’ve waited for all my life! I’m 12! Dad said I would be old enough 

to go hunting with him when I was 12! The sun is shining; the wind is still – a perfect day for 

hunting. My body is shaking with excitement! I will do my jobs as quick as the wind this 

morning! Talk to you later my dear friend. 

 

10:00pm 

What a day! It’s been like a dream! I’m so tired, but, my friend, I need to tell you all about 

my day before I go to sleep, I never want to forget anything about today, ever! I feel warm 

and fuzzy all over, just remembering today. This has been the best day, ever! 

 

I didn’t need to be woken by mum this morning to do my jobs, I was already awake! I 

pulled on my long sleeve tunic and baggy trousers so quickly, I fell over! I’d only put both 

legs down the same trouser leg!  

Anyway, both mum and dad were surprised to see me up so early. Dad had made me a 

new wooden sword so that I could practice fighting. Maybe one day I can be a fierce 

soldier like dad.  

 

This morning started like every other morning. After getting dressed (twice so my trousers 

were on right), I went to the dark forest to collect wood for mum to make a fire to cook 

breakfast. After that, I went to search for eggs. Those stupid hens lay their eggs all over the 

place. it’s like a treasure hunt! I’m not sure if I found them all, but I had enough for 

breakfast at least. 

 

Once breakfast was over, I went to the fields. It’s back-breaking work pulling all the weeds 

up, but dad says it has to be done, or the weeds will strangle the crops and we would have 

no grains to make flour. After 2 hours of weeding, I ached ALL OVER! But even this pain 

couldn’t dim my excitement of what was to come. Dad had promised I could hunt deer.  

 

After dinner, we set off. I was so proud when dad handed me my first hunting spear! I 

puffed out my chest and showed it off to all the younger village children, they were so 

jealous. I felt 10 feet tall walking out to the forest at the side of my dad. 

 

Not long after we entered the wood, dad showed me some strange marks in the mood. 

Deer tracks! We followed the tracks quietly until we saw the deer. Dad said it was my turn to 

hunt. I looked at the grazing deer, my heart thudded in my chest, and threw my spear with 

all my might, whilst praying I wouldn’t miss – How embarrassing would that have been? My 

prayer was answered, the spear struck true, the deer fell. Dad was proud and told 

everyone we met how I had killed the deer with my 1st throw. 

 

Before mum had cooked the deer for our evening meal, I had my 1st sword fighting lesson. 

Dad is the best swords man in the village, so I was training with the best! Fighting is hard 

work, and I hurt so much from the hits, but dad assures me I will get better. 

 

As my eyes are drooping, and my body aches, I will say goodnight my dear friend. Nothing 

will ever live up to today.  I will talk to you tomorrow. 



 

 

LC: Can you sequence events? (Reading Skills)  

These sentences are taken from the diary of ‘The Saxon Boy. 

 

1. Put these events in order from the earliest to the latest. 

o What a day!  

o Once breakfast was over, I went to the fields 

o Before mum had cooked the deer for our evening meal, I had my 1st sword fighting 

lesson. 

o This morning started like every other morning. 

o After dinner, we set off.  

o I didn’t need to be woken by mum this morning to do my jobs, I was already awake!  

o It’s finally arrived!  

o As my eyes are drooping, and my body aches, I will say goodnight my dear friend.  

 

2. Put these events in order from the earliest to the latest. 

o 10:00pm 

o 6:00am 

o Dear Diary 

o I will talk to you tomorrow 

 

3. Put these events in order from the earliest to the latest. 

o My prayer was answered, the spear struck true, the deer fell. 

o Anyway, both mum and dad were surprised to see me up so early. 

o The sun is shining; the wind is still – a perfect day for hunting.  

o After 2 hours of weeding, I ached ALL OVER!  

o  I feel warm and fuzzy all over, just remembering today.  

o Fighting is hard work, and I hurt so much from the hits, but dad assures me I will get 

better. 



 

 

Task 1: Sort the adverbials of time into past, present and future tense in the 

table below.   

Adverbials of Time 

yesterday evening 

in the morning 

later on 

as soon as possible 

at break time 

during lunch 

in a few minutes 

before long 

after school 

within seconds 

quite slowly 

at first 

tomorrow night 

 

Past tense Present tense Future tense 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Task 2: 

Choose a main clause, and add detail using at least one adverbial phrase 

from the table above. Shade each part of the sentence in the correct 

colour. 

Remember: 

• Phrases can go before or after the main clause 

• Make sure your sentence makes sense. 

• Add a capital letter and a full stop. 

• Can you try to add a , to surround your subordinate clause? 

 

Adverbial phrases Main Clause 

Time – when? Manner – how? Place – where? 

yesterday evening 

in the morning 

later on 

as soon as 

possible 

at break time 

during lunch 

in a few minutes 

before long 

after school 

within seconds 

quite slowly 

at first 

tomorrow night 

without looking 

quite cheerfully 

with clumsy 

footsteps 

as quietly as 

possible 

in a lazy way 

like a monkey 

with great 

enthusiasm 

as carefully as 

possible 

without interest 

absolutely 

desperately 

glowing with 

pride 

shaking with 

terror 

like tigers 

in the park 

at school 

in the field 

outside 

in the hall 

around the 

corner 

on the 

playground 

from the castle 

in front of the 

fountain 

lying in bed 

in the dark forest 

beside the lake 

under the ground 

we walk the dog 

John eats 

breakfast 

tidy your room 

I went to the 

park 

it will be time 

for PE 

he cycled to 

school 

Jake hurt his 

finger 

Emma got told 

off 

she runs away 

they are going to 

the cinema 

the children 

were lost 

they formed a 

plan 

Jenny played 

football 

Here is an example: 

Yesterday, the children were lost, shaking with terror, in the dark forest. 

Yesterday, the children were lost in the dark forest. 

Yesterday, the children were lost.  

Challenge! Make up your own adverbial phrases to go with one of the main 

clauses above. Make sure you shade them the correct colour! 



 

 

Thoughts and Feelings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why? Why? 
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Thoughts and Feelings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why? Why? Why? Why? 
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