
English Planning and Ideas 

Week Commencing: 12/4/21               Focus: Building Suspense                 Year Group: 3/4 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Area of 

Learning 

 
What do tension and suspense 

look like? 

Let’s find features within a 

written example.  

Reading Skills:  

Finding specific words from 

the text.  

Using our senses to describe Different sentence types 

Activity What do we think the words 

tension and suspense might mean?   

 

The Lighthouse  

https://www.literacyshed.com/the-

lighthouse.html  

  

Tension – something writers use 

to create a problem. It means 

feeling worry, fear or nerves.  

 

Suspense – something used in 

stories to make them mysterious 

or scary.  It means waiting for 

something uncertain to happen.   

 

Use post-it notes to note how and 

when the film creates suspense and 

tension.   

How might the audience feel at 

these points? 

Look at either Cogston House or 

The Old Mill.   

 

Can you find ways the author has 

tried to build tension and 

suspense?  Use your colours to 

underline examples.   

 

 
 

There are many synonyms 

within the English language and 
sometimes texts can use 

different vocabulary to that we 

are familiar with to say the 

same thing.  The context of a 

sentence can help work out the 
meaning of an unfamiliar word.    

e.g.  

With trepidation, Alice crept 

through the creepy trees.   

 
Act this out.  How are we 

moving? Where might we be if 

there are trees?  So how might 

we feel?  What might the word 
trepidation mean?   
 

Everyone can access this. 

 

Most people will be able to               

try this. 

 

Challenge activity.  

What do we mean by our senses?  

When we use our senses, we can 

describe more than just what we 

see…   
 

Use the word mats to help you 

pick your vocabulary. 
 

Hear– crunching welly boots on 

crisps vs. jelly.  What does it sound 

like?   

 

Smell – perfumes / fruits / spices/ 

eggs / incense.  What do they smell 

like?   

 

Taste – can sample the spices such 

as ginger through a ginger biscuit/ 

chocolate. Sealed packet. Optional 

for chn.   

 

Feel – ice packs.  What does it feel 

like? 

 

➔If these senses were all giving us 

clues to a secret setting, where 

might it be?  Why? 

To create tension and build 

suspense, authors use different 

types of sentences.  

 

Let’s look at one of our text 

examples and see if we can spot 

different types of sentences.  

 

We can create a key to underline 

our different sentences in different 

colours.  

 

- Long sentence.  

- Short sentence.  

- Question.  

- Speech.  

- Sentence with more to 

come using ellipsis…  

 

What do you notice? 

https://www.literacyshed.com/the-lighthouse.html
https://www.literacyshed.com/the-lighthouse.html


 

 

 

Where can I complete further work? 

Twinkl – Subscription service used by schools is offering a free premium service for teachers, parents and children to use whilst schools are closed. Enter 

the code UKTWINKLHELPS for access to worksheets, powerpoints and interactive games to support all areas of learning. 

Classroom Secrets – Free Maths, Reading and Grammar home learning packs and interactive resources for all ages. 

BBC Bitesize Primary – Free learning resources available for KS1 and KS2 across all subjects. 

Oxford Owl – Free ebooks and reading resources available when you create a free login. 

Phonics Play – Subscription service is offering free access to their learning resources during this period. Follow the link for details on how to 

gain free access. 

Top Marks – Free educational resources and games for English and Maths. 

ICT Games – Free educational resources and games for English and Maths. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/covid19-school-closures
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/
https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.ictgames.com/


The Curse of Cogston House 
 

Nothing moved. Cogston House was as silent as the grave. Perhaps the only 

thing worse than hearing her best friend desperately calling her name was being 

alone in this endless quiet. Alice’s eyes searched through the darkness, 

scouring the corridor which faded into more murky gloom. She could make out 

the hallway right in front of her, the door opposite, and beyond it, the enormous 

winding staircase. As she looked, blinking through the tears which had begun 

to stream hopelessly down her face, she was met with a sight at the top of the 

staircase which all but turned her to stone... 

Something was moving.  Alice watched numbly.  Her heart was in her mouth 

and her breath came in sharp, rattling gasps.   

“Is there anybody there?” she whispered.    

Descending the stairs one careful, agonising, creaking step at a time, a 

hunched silhouette shuffled out from the darkness... 

 
 

 

 

 



The Old Mill 

Stealthily, Jo crept down the stairs, dodging the fourth step in case 

it creaked. At the bottom she paused, but all that she could hear 

was a silence that filled the house with sleep. The cat wound its 

way round her legs, begging to be let out. 

Twenty minutes later, she entered Deadman’s Forest. Tall trees 
towered overhead and daylight filtered through the branches, 
casting ebony shadows. It wasn’t long before she came to the 
ruins of the old mill. The pond glittered in the sunlight. A few bees 
buzzed busily. 
 
Jo sat down under the trees and watched as the dragonflies flitted 
across the surface of the mill pond. It was here that she had first 
seen the unicorn. All morning she waited, till in the end her eyes 
closed and she slept, dreaming of crystal towers and goblins. 
 
Later, she woke with a start. The sun had slipped behind the trees, 
casting charred shadows across the water’s oily surface. A cold 
breeze whispered through the reeds. Jo shuddered. A twig broke, 
leaves rustled and something moved towards her! What was it? 
 
“Hello. Is there anybody there?” she called nervously.  
There was no reply… 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



These questions relate to The Old Mill 

Reading Skills 

LC: Can you copy specific words from the texts which show specific 
meanings? 

 

“Stealthily, Jo crept down the stairs, dodging the fourth step in case it creaked.” 
1. Copy one word to show Jo moved slowly.  
2. Copy one word to show Jo moved silently. 

 

 

“Tall trees towered overhead and daylight filtered through the branches,  
casting ebony shadows.” 
3. Copy one phrase to show to show the time of the day.  
4. Copy two separate words which show the height of the trees.   

 

 

“It wasn’t long before she came to the ruins of the old mill.” 
5. What does the word ‘ruins’ tell you about the mill?   

 

 
 

“The sun had slipped behind the trees, casting charred shadows across the 
water’s oily surface. A cold breeze whispered through the reeds.  
Jo shuddered.” 
6. Copy one phrase which shows the weather.   
7. Copy one phrase which shows the time of day.   
8. Copy one word which shows how Jo felt.   
 

 

  



 

These questions relate to The Curse of Cogston House 

Reading Skills 

LC: Can you copy specific words from the texts which show specific 
meanings? 

 

“Nothing moved. Cogston House was as silent as the grave.” 
1. Copy one word or phrase to show what could be heard. 
 

 

“Alice’s eyes searched through the darkness, scouring the corridor which 
faded into more murky gloom.”   
2. Copy any words to describe the corridor.    
 

 

“Her heart was in her mouth and her breath came in sharp, rattling 

gasps.” 
3. Copy one phrase which shows she is feeling scared.  
 

 

“As she looked, blinking through the tears which had begun to stream 
hopelessly down her face, she was met with a sight at the top of the 

staircase which all but turned her to stone....” 
4. a) Copy one phrase which shows a feeling.  
b) Explain why you have chosen this and what you think it shows.  
 

 

“Descending the stairs one careful, agonising, creaking step at a time, 
a hunched silhouette shuffled out from the darkness...” 

5. What might the word descending mean? 
6. What might the word silhouette mean? 
7.  
a) What might the word agonising mean? 
b) Explain the reason for your answer.  

 

 
 

 

 

 



These questions relate to Alice and the Jabberwock 

Reading Skills 

LC: Can you copy specific words from the texts which show specific 
meanings? 

Alice and the Jabberwock 

With fear in her eyes, Alice crept through the shadowy forest, her flowing 
sunshine curls and summer-blue dress illuminating her.  Shaking off the cold 
damp mist, she held her head high and continued deeper into the darkness. 
Like a drum, the sound of her racing heart told gave her the pace to walk at. 
Clutching tightly onto the strange wooden box she had been given, she 
approached a nearby Tumtum tree and sat, hugging her knees tightly, under 
the safe cover of its branches.    After days of travelling in this peculiar 
Wonderland, Alice was beginning to feel weary and decided to rest for a while. 
Slowly, and almost unnoticed, the strange tree, which had wing-like branches, 
began to curl its leaves around the young traveller.  Beneath this shield, Alice’s 
eyes began to close and the thumping fear in her heart started to quieten at 
last.   

Just as Alice started to fall asleep, a piercing noise echoed through the forest, 
a noise so unearthly that even the trees shivered at the sound.   Her eyes 
darted from side to side and a cold shiver snaked its way down her spine.    
“Who’s there?” she shouted.  
 
Springing to her feet, she scanned the shadowy landscape, searching for the 
source of her dread.  What could it be? Was it the enemy she had been 
searching for? Was she finally about to meet the fearsome Jabberwock?   
 
Alice gasped.  She couldn’t breathe… 
 

           

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwju5-G06-PhAhWBy4UKHYAPBakQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://disney.fandom.com/wiki/Tulgey_Wood&psig=AOvVaw0tO44tjJ_PgbJXTqWLsOvu&ust=1556027203653714
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiV5KfO6-PhAhUFx4UKHcWlAeMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/49680402115209513/&psig=AOvVaw0tO44tjJ_PgbJXTqWLsOvu&ust=1556027203653714


These questions relate to Alice and the Jabberwock 

Reading Skills 

LC: Can you copy specific words from the texts which show specific 
meanings? 

 

“With fear in her eyes, Alice crept through the shadowy forest, her flowing sunshine 
curls and summer-blue dress illuminating her.” 
1. Copy one word or phrase to how Alice felt.   
2. Copy one word or phrase to describe Alice.   
 

 

“Clutching tightly onto the strange wooden box she had been given, she approached 
a nearby Tumtum tree and sat, hugging her knees tightly, under the safe cover of its 
branches.” 
3. Copy one word or phrase to show she is scared.  
4. Why does this suggest she is scared?  
5. Copy one word to describe the Tumtum tree.    
 

 

“After days of travelling in this peculiar Wonderland, Alice was beginning to feel 

weary and decided to rest for a while.” 
6. Copy one word which describes the Wonderland.  
 

 

“Her eyes darted from side to side and a cold shiver snaked its way down her spine” 
7. a) What does “Her eyes darted from side to side” tell you about how she 
feels? Explain your answer. 

 

 

“Springing to her feet, she scanned the shadowy landscape, searching for the 
source of her dread.” 
8. What might the word scanned mean? 
9. What might the word source mean? 
10. What might the word dread mean? 
11. Explain the reasons for your ideas.   

 

 


