
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spennymoor Town Season Ticket Launch: Ox Close Photo shoot 
Yesterday, Ella C, Lucas R and Elliot P from Year 6 took part in a photo shoot which will be included in 
Spennymoor Town’s season ticket launch for the 2021-2022 campaign. Luke Cowie, who leads on 
Community Engagement for the club, had contacted us earlier that day and it was terrific that Ox Close 
could be involved. Keep your eyes peeled and track the club’s social media outlets next week as news of 
the season tickets will be coming. It has been a horrendous time for local sports clubs and the pandemic 
will have badly affected many. Thankfully, Spennymoor Town continues to thrive and I really hope that 
next year is more normal, with a full and uninterrupted season in front of fans, and a nice promotion 
would not go amiss either! Good luck to all at the club - we also look forward to seeing our 3 superstars 
in some of the launch footage! 
North East Primary Research Collaboration 
After school on Monday, I held the inaugural meeting of the North East Primary Research Collaboration. 
I am leading a group of 10 like-minded good and outstanding schools, initially from the wider North East 
region, in this project.  We will focus upon the use of educational research to drive school improvement. 
Miss Bowden, Mrs Woods and Mrs Shepherd will be involved and we will collaborate with the other 
schools, as well as working with other professionals. All of our learning from these after school sessions 
will be cascaded back into school in order to enhance the provision for the children over the next 12 
months. This is an exciting project, especially as it has been difficult to collaborate during the pandemic.  
Year 1/2 Seesaw 
Just a reminder for parents to check Seesaw updates, as staff are continuing to upload photographs of 
children's work in the classroom, along with writing challenges. The team have been very impressed with 
the number of high-quality pieces of writing that have been uploaded over the past week and are 
delighted that some children have already achieved their first writing award this week. We look forward 
to seeing more of the children's work over the next week. Please be aware that staff may not respond to 
any Seesaw posts that are uploaded on an evening and weekend but will make sure that all posts are 
responded to as soon as possible, during the school week. We thank you for your continued support. 
School Brochure Photo shoot 
Next Wednesday, we will have a photographer in school who is helping us to put a new school brochure 
together, as well as create some new images which can be placed around the school. We will of course 
adhere to our photo consent information.  
Online Safety  
Last week, we provided an update on online safety. I thought that it might be useful to include the 
website links again as this is such a hot topic at the moment.  

Website Comment 

www.internetmatters.org Really useful website covering parental controls, apps and all 
aspects of supporting parents with technology. 

www.net-aware.org.uk  Great website for parents, written by the NSPCC, that explains 
about individual apps and the safety measures they have in place for 
children. 

https://www.childline.org.uk The website for children to get support themselves. 

https://www.ltai.info Support with radicalization. 

https://www.getsafeonline.org  More for parents – this site explains how to protect yourself against 
online fraud – which is an increasing problem. 

Class Charts   
Over the past 5 days Skylar J finished as top points scorer in Reception, while Teddy B scored highest in 
1/2. In 3/4 Lois G gathered the most points while Danielle B achieved the same feat in 5/6. Well done to 
all concerned! 
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Collection and Drop Off 
We respectfully ask that only one parent/carer accompanies the children to and collects the children from 
school. In addition, in the interests of minimising the risk of the spread of the virus, we ask that parents 
do not arrive early at school and that they leave as soon as they collect the children. While schools do 
not have jurisdiction over parents off site, the advice from Durham County Council is that parents may 
choose to wear a face covering or mask if they feel as though it is difficult to maintain social distancing at 
the school gate. At drop off time, everyone should be mindful of the rules around close contacts 
and, therefore, children should not arrive too early and should also avoid being within 1 metre for 
a minute or more and within 2 metres of other individuals for 15 minutes cumulatively over the 
course of the day. In addition, we would respectfully request that adults do not stand and gather 
together in groups outside of the school gates as this presents a clear COVID risk. We do require 
visitors to the office to wear a mask at this time, just as they would be asked to wear one in a 
shop or garage. Thank you for your continued co-operation and for working with us to slow the spread 
of the virus. 
Well-being Support 
The pandemic has brought the issue of Mental Health to the fore and it is great that it is becoming more 
widely spoken about, with stories in the news every day. There is no doubt that many children and adults 
across the country will have suffered with anxiety as a result of the pandemic and it is something which 
we have been keeping a close eye on since September. Miss Bewick, our PSA, has counselling 
qualifications and is available to speak to, in confidence, if either you or your child need support or 
advice in this area. She also has a background in working for Families First so has a good knowledge of 
available support services. I know that she has arranged some support for many families already and is 
very keen to help others as we emerge from the pandemic. Miss Bewick would also like me to share her 
email address with you so that you can contact her directly: r.bewick300@oxclosespennymoor.uk. 
Please feel free to get in touch with her about this or any other matters which she would normally assist.  
COVID-19 
If you or anyone in your family are displaying COVID-19 symptoms then the following link is useful in 
order for you to be able to book a test: https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. Alternatively, you can 
also call 119. Under these circumstances, please keep us informed if your child has been in school. It is 
also important that if anyone in your household, child or adult, displays symptoms or has a test all within 
the household self isolates. This means that, even if children are eligible to attend, all siblings who live 
with a child or adult who is displaying symptoms should not attend school until the end of the self-
isolation period or after the affected person has had a negative test. Please check by calling the school 
office if you are unsure. In addition, if there is a positive Lateral Flow Test result, the procedure is to self-
isolate and to book a COVID test in the same manner as previously. Full details are given in the link 
above. Thank you. 
Attendance 
Class RP had the highest attendance this week with 100%. The overall school attendance this year is 
97.5% while this week it has been 97.3%. Nationally in Primary Schools, attendance was 91% last week, 
which shows how strong our attendance is - well done everyone! The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise 
term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The 
Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of 
unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised 
absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the County Council pick up 
on unauthorised absence.  
Dates for the Diary 

Friday 28th May 3:15pm – Break up for half-term 

Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June Half-term holiday 

Monday 7th June Children back to school 

Friday 16th July 3:15pm – Break up for Summer holidays 

Thursday 2nd September Children back to school 
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