
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Brochure Photo shoot 
On Wednesday, we had photographers in school as we took footage for our new brochures. We will also 
receive some new large canvases which we can display around the school. The photographers were 
from ALP’s team and they produce the adverts for Whitworth Park which you may have noticed on the 
roundabouts around town. I am looking forward to receiving the photographs. 
Spennymoor Town Season Ticket Launch: #YourSpennymoor 
As advertised last week, Ox Close featured in Spennymoor Town’s #YourSpennymoor video, which 
launched the club’s season tickets for 2021-22. The video shows a great pride in the community, 
something which is also a hallmark of Ox Close, and also features some Ox Close pupils who play for 
the club. This week the club unveiled their new management structure and we are all hoping that next 
season is a successful one. Further details of how to purchase season tickets is to be found on the club 
website.  
Teacher Development Trust 
Following on from our leading role in the North East Primary Research Collaboration, I am also delighted 
that we were one of a small number of Durham schools who were chosen to be part of a project with the 
Teacher Development Trust. This project focuses upon the way that schools develop their staff and 
seeks to link staff development to pupil outcomes and experiences, utilising the very latest educational 
research. I am closely involved in this, alongside Miss Bowden and Mrs Phillips. As part of the process, 
schools are assessed before the 2 year programme begins. The framework is rigorous and only 5% of 
schools achieve Gold standard, even after the 2 years of input and the majority of schools are at 
Emerging and Bronze levels at this point. We have already been assessed as being Gold in some areas, 
with an overall Silver. Naturally, we will be gunning for Gold over the next 2 years and I am certain that 
this will have a very positive impact upon the provision at Ox Close, experiences and outcomes for the 
children and staff development. It is my role to ensure that all members of our learning community, 
including staff, are encouraged to ‘Be the best that they can be.’ 
Amazing Opportunities, Incredible Facilities 
Over the past 16 months, I have been involved in the process of planning for the prospective new school 
build. Of course, this is a Durham County Council project and it is their solution to the ever increasing 
need for school places in the town, something which will become a huge issue within the next 10 years. 
However, it also presents an amazing opportunity to create something really special. At this stage, I can 
say that the plans would provide incredible facilities which would allow us to develop specialisms, 
bespoke provision in Science, Technology, Performing Arts and Sport and the possibilities of creating a 
comprehensive extended school offer which meets the needs of busy working parents. I believe that the 
formal planning process will take place in the autumn and we will keep you posted on the developments. 
Non-Uniform Day 
Next Friday, we will be holding a non-uniform day. If possible, we ask that children bring £1 to donate to 
Ox Close Friends funds which will be used to help fund future events in school.  
Class Charts 
Over the past 5 days Lois A finished as top points scorer in Reception, while Nell M scored highest in 
1/2. In 3/4 Joseph C gathered the most points while Alex T achieved the same feat in 5/6. Well done to 
all concerned! 
Collection and Drop Off 
We respectfully ask that only one parent/carer accompanies the children to and collects the children from 
school. In addition, in the interests of minimising the risk of the spread of the virus, we ask that parents 
do not arrive early at school and that they leave as soon as they collect the children. While schools do 
not have jurisdiction over parents off site, the advice from Durham County Council is that parents may 
choose to wear a face covering or mask if they feel as though it is difficult to maintain social distancing at 
the school gate. At drop off time, everyone should be mindful of the rules around close contacts 
and, therefore, children should not arrive too early and should also avoid being within 1 metre for 
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a minute or more and within 2 metres of other individuals for 15 minutes cumulatively over the 
course of the day. In addition, we would respectfully request that adults do not stand and gather 
together in groups outside of the school gates as this presents a clear COVID risk. We do require 
visitors to the office to wear a mask at this time, just as they would be asked to wear one in a 
shop or garage. Thank you for your continued co-operation and for working with us to slow the spread 
of the virus. 
COVID-19 
If you or anyone in your family are displaying COVID-19 symptoms then the following link is useful in 
order for you to be able to book a test: https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. Alternatively, you can 
also call 119. Under these circumstances, please keep us informed if your child has been in school. It is 
also important that if anyone in your household, child or adult, displays symptoms or has a test all within 
the household self isolates. This means that, even if children are eligible to attend, all siblings who live 
with a child or adult who is displaying symptoms should not attend school until the end of the self-
isolation period or after the affected person has had a negative test. Please check by calling the school 
office if you are unsure. In addition, if there is a positive Lateral Flow Test result, the procedure is to self-
isolate and to book a COVID test in the same manner as previously. Full details are given in the link 
above. Thank you. 
Coronavirus Testing - PCR or LFT? 
I thought it might be useful to clarify the two different tests and explain when they should be used as we 
have had quite a few questions this week. 
A PCR test is for children who have symptoms of Coronavirus. If you let us know that your child has 
symptoms or if your child is sent home with symptoms then we will require you to take your child for a 
PCR test. There are sites locally, you can order a test online or we also have a small number of postal 
kits available for use. A LFT test is for people who do not have symptoms and is a way of 
providing early identification of asymptomatic cases. Primary school children are not expected to 
complete these regularly however I know that some parents/carers are completing these with their 
child. A LFT test cannot be used as proof that your child is negative if they have symptoms. More 
information about testing can be found here: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-
19/testing/get-tested-for-coronavirus/ 
Attendance 
Class 1/2R had the highest attendance this week with 99.7%. The overall school attendance this year is 
97.5% while this week it has been 96.7%. Nationally in Primary Schools, attendance was 94% last week, 
which shows how strong our attendance is - well done everyone! The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise 
term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The 
Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of 
unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised 
absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the County Council pick up 
on unauthorised absence.  
Meal Booking on Parent Pay 
Thank you to those parents who have already booked meals in advance for after the half-term holiday, or 
returned the meal choices form to school. If your child is on school meals and you haven’t been able to 
book meals yet, could you please do so by next week, selecting the week beginning 7th June 2021 from 
the drop-down box on Parent Pay. Thank you for your co-operation. 
Dates for the Diary 

Friday 28th May  Non-uniform day 

Friday 28th May 3:15pm – Break up for half-term 

Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June Half-term holiday 

Monday 7th June Children back to school 

Friday 16th July 3:15pm – Break up for Summer holidays 

Thursday 2nd September Children back to school 

 
 

A Bowden    D Harrison 

Miss A Bowden   Mr D Harrison 
Head of School    Executive Headteacher 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Ftesting%2Fget-tested-for-coronavirus%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cd.harrison200%40oxclosespennymoor.uk%7C4d59179095e040b3e20e08d91ba0cdcf%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C637571199725498631%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8wqggTbLRzZjfLjazTWVq59baNbDX8lRvRn5f1TRnhI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Ftesting%2Fget-tested-for-coronavirus%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cd.harrison200%40oxclosespennymoor.uk%7C4d59179095e040b3e20e08d91ba0cdcf%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C637571199725498631%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8wqggTbLRzZjfLjazTWVq59baNbDX8lRvRn5f1TRnhI%3D&reserved=0

