
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Farewell Mrs Johnson 
We begin today’s newsletter with some sad news as today is Mrs Johnson’s last day as a Higher Level 
Teaching Assistant at Ox Close. Mrs Johnson has covered 2 periods of maternity for us over the last 
couple of years and the fact that she is a very experienced and skilled teacher has been tremendously 
useful. COVID has been a big challenge to all schools over the past 15 months and it has almost felt like 
we have been in battle mode for a lot of that time. Mrs Johnson has been part of a team which has 
tackled the pandemic in a most exemplary fashion and I thank her for her contribution to this. She has 
also been very helpful, showing her creative side when carrying out experiments when we have been 
filming promotional videos. I know that Mrs Johnson has enjoyed being part of this remarkable Ox Close 
team and working with Mrs Harvey this year. I am delighted that Mrs Johnson has secured a position as 
a teacher in another Durham school and we wish her every future success. As Mrs Johnson’s girls 
attend our school, I am sure that we will continue to see her. Good luck Mrs Johnson! 
Welcome Back Mrs Walker 
Mrs Walker is returning from maternity and will be working alongside Mrs Harvey and 3/4H. It will be 
fantastic to see Mrs Walker back. She offers so much to the children and also has been such an asset 
with her sports background, in particular her gymnastics.  
Extended School 
The extended school offer will become increasingly important as we potentially move towards the 
outstanding facilities which will be the hallmark of the prospective new build. I am eager that we become 
a beacon for sports, Performing Arts, Music etc. and that these opportunities will be available before and 
after school. My aim is that we fully meet the needs of the children, developing all around potential and 
also provide the highest class services for busy working parents. I visited 2 new builds in 
Northumberland yesterday along with Mrs Taylor from Nursery, Mrs Bowman and our Chair of 
Governors, Mrs Sneath. It is vital that we ensure that, if the school does come to fruition, that it meets 
the school mantra of ‘Be the best you can be’. 
An Ox Close Decade 
On June 1st, I will have been leading Ox Close Primary School for 10 years. I can scarcely believe that 
10 years have gone by and it has been a true pleasure to be in charge of the most vibrant, remarkable 
school and such wonderful children and staff. The school which I left to come here was and is very 
special to me and the truth is that it was hard to leave it behind. However, from moment 1, I realised that 
I had made the right decision. It has always been interesting and we have had some major challenges to 
overcome. I am sure that this will continue to be the case as we move forward. 
Dare Master Danny: Dare Master@Home 
I have been speaking to a producer from CITV, who is looking for contributors to appear in the 
programme taking on one of the presenter's challenges at home. Auditions are open now and if selected, 
children will get the opportunity to do the challenge. This is all filmed by parents/guardians and sent in as 
user generated content. More information is here: - https://www.itv.com/beontv/articles/dare-master-
home. One of last year's episodes is available here which shows how the format works: -
 https://www.itv.com/hub/dare-master-at-home/10a0539a0007 
Smarties Challenge 
This week, the Ox Close Friends sent out their annual Smarties Challenge. The children's challenge is to 
earn as many 20p coins as possible over the half term break to put in your empty tube by doing jobs at 
home for your parents, brothers and sisters, grandparents or aunts and uncles. The children then return 
their tube to school by Friday 11th June. Happy helping everyone and enjoy those Smarties as well.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ox Close Primary School 
Newsletter 

 

May 28th 2021 Volume 33 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.itv.com%2Fbeontv%2Farticles%2Fdare-master-home&data=04%7C01%7Cd.harrison200%40oxclosespennymoor.uk%7C1030c48527c6422ed67108d9194ee863%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C637568648970859694%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=x%2Bbh2UIDaRVSnv4oy7fmsiGRnHP9Htf%2B06ehehnPePI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.itv.com%2Fbeontv%2Farticles%2Fdare-master-home&data=04%7C01%7Cd.harrison200%40oxclosespennymoor.uk%7C1030c48527c6422ed67108d9194ee863%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C637568648970859694%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=x%2Bbh2UIDaRVSnv4oy7fmsiGRnHP9Htf%2B06ehehnPePI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.itv.com%2Fhub%2Fdare-master-at-home%2F10a0539a0007&data=04%7C01%7Cd.harrison200%40oxclosespennymoor.uk%7C1030c48527c6422ed67108d9194ee863%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C637568648970869653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=O7XRVYFNNLbjcoSTlqYwZBMhxt2S21TWcSAIEqMO4CE%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Governor Survey 
Yesterday, you should have received an email from our Chair of Governors, Pam Sneath. The email 
contained a link to a parent survey sent on behalf of the Governing Body. We would be grateful if you 
could spend a few minutes completing the survey to help us with our mission of continuous 
improvement. The survey can be found here: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XLMDR6Y 
Class Charts 
This week's top scorers are: 
R - Fred G 
1/2 - Sonny K 
3/4 - Ava M 
5/6 - Kassidy B 
 
This half term's top scorers are: 
R - Grace R 
1/2 - Caleb W 
3/4 - Lois G 
5/6 - Alex T 
COVID-19  
If you or anyone in your family are displaying COVID-19 symptoms then the following link is useful in 
order for you to be able to book a test: https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. Alternatively, you can 
also call 119. Under these circumstances, please keep us informed if your child has been in school. It is 
also important that if anyone in your household, child or adult, displays symptoms or has a test all within 
the household self isolates. This means that, even if children are eligible to attend, all siblings who live 
with a child or adult who is displaying symptoms should not attend school until the end of the self-
isolation period or after the affected person has had a negative test. Please check by calling the school 
office if you are unsure.   
In addition, if there is a positive Lateral Flow Test result, the procedure is to self-isolate and to book a 
COVID test in the same manner as previously. Full details are given in the link above.    
If this occurs over this weekend, please inform school immediately by 
emailing oxcloseprimary@durhamlearning.net  
Attendance 
Class 1/2P had the highest attendance this week with 99.7%. The overall school attendance this year is 
97.5% while this week it has been 96.7%. Nationally in Primary Schools, attendance was 95.9% last 
week, which shows how strong our attendance is - well done everyone! The threshold for what is termed 
as persistent absence has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise 
term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The 
Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of 
unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised 
absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the County Council pick up 
on unauthorised absence.  
Happy Half Term 
I would like to finish by wishing all children, staff and parents a very happy half term. It would also be 
nice if we managed to see some sunshine! We look forward to seeing you all on Monday 7th June.  
 
Dates for the Diary 

Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June Half-term holiday 

Monday 7th June Children back to school 

Wednesday 16th June 1/2C Beach School Workshop 

Wednesday 23rd June 1/2R Beach School Workshop 

Wednesday 30th June 1/2P Beach School Workshop 

Friday 16th July 3:15pm – Break up for Summer holidays 

Thursday 2nd September Children back to school 
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