
Can you explain the significance 
of the Sukkot? 



Look at these pictures. What do they have in common? What 
are the people celebrating? 
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Harvest Festivals
Harvest Festivals are a time when people give thanks for the food they 
receive. They are held all over the world.

• In Bali, the Rice Harvest Festival is held in May and June each year.

• The Chinese Moon Festival celebrates harvest. Special mooncakes are 
made.

• Yams are an important food in Ghana and they celebrate the Yam 
Festival in August or September.

• In Italy, a priest will say a special prayer for olive oil that has been 
made after the olive plants have been harvested.

Today, we are going to learn about Sukkot, the Jewish Harvest Festival.
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BBC Two - Religious Education, 
KS3 & 4 Challenging Faith and 
Exploring Beliefs, A Jewish boy's 
Sukkot

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0193b73


What Is Sukkot?
‘Sukkah’ is a Hebrew word for a booth or a tabernacle, which 
is an old-fashioned word for a tent. ‘Sukkot’ is the plural of 
sukkah. Sukkot is the festival of booths or tabernacles.

Sukkot is celebrated during the autumn. It follows on from 
two other Jewish festivals, Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur. It lasts for seven days.
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What Is Sukkot?
During Sukkot, Jewish people remember the time after God freed them from 
slavery in Egypt. 

After they left Egypt, the Jewish people wandered in the desert for forty 
years, trying to find a place to settle. Along the way, they built temporary 
homes out of dry palms and branches to live in.
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How Is Sukkot Celebrated?

The roof of the sukkah must be something 
found from the ground, such as plants, 
grasses or branches. The roof shouldn’t 
completely protect from the environment 
as Jewish people trust in God to protect 
them while staying in the sukkah. 

Straight after Yom Kippur (5 days before Sukkot), Jewish people start to 
build a sukkah.

A sukkah must have at least three walls. Walls can be made out of 
anything (wood, canvas, brick, metal or stone are commonly used). 
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How Is Sukkot Celebrated?
Jews spend as much time as possible in a sukkah for the whole week of 
Sukkot. They eat all their meals in the sukkah and say a prayer to thank 
God for Sukkot.
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The Four Kinds
As part of the Sukkot celebrations, Jews use something called the Four Kinds.

People take the Four Kinds, say a special prayer over them and wave them 
right, left, forward, up, down and backward.

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-r-096-sukkot-information-powerpoint


How Is Sukkot Celebrated?
The seventh day of Sukkot is called ‘Hoshana Rabbah’, which means ‘the 
great help’. It is named Hoshana Rabbah after a prayer said on this day.

The night before Hoshana Rabbah, people 
pray and study because Hoshana Rabbah 
is believed to be the final opportunity for 
God to judge what will happen to Jewish 
people the following year.

On the day of Hoshana Rabbah, Jewish 
people visit the synagogue. They wave 
the Four Kinds and say prayers for a 
good harvest.
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Task – Can you design a 
Sukkah?


