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Tuesday 29th June 2021

L.C. Can you describe and evaluate some 

of the large –scale changes made to life in 

Britain after the war?

I can give examples of the solutions to the 

problems of 1945.

I can describe these new developments clearly.

I can evaluate their impact on life in post-war 

Britain.



WARM-UP GAME!

Using only 4-letter words, can you describe the impact of World War II 

on Britain?

Work with a partner to create your list on a WB.



STARTER – CAUSE AND EFFECT

What do we mean by cause and effect?

How are the two linked?

Give an example of a simple cause and effect scenario that you would 

experience on a daily basis!

Now let’s apply this to History…



CAUSE AND EFFECT THROUGHOUT HISTORY



YOUR TURN…COMPLETE THE TABLE:



RECAP – WHAT PROBLEMS DID WE FACE?

Think back to the work we did last week and at these key 

words…what can you tell me about the changes they 

triggered?

Conscription The Blackout Rationing

Higher Taxes The Blitz



HOW COULD WE SOLVE THESE PROBLEMS?

Just after the war, the perspective of the people 

had changed.

Although Winston Churchill was considered a

‘hero’, his party lost the next election in July 

1945 and Clement Atlee succeeded him.

What changes might the people have wanted to 

see?



THE BIG THREE
There were three big problems facing Britain in 1945:

1. Debt – Britain had spent it’s money fighting in the war.

2. Rebuilding – there were not enough skilled workers to 

rebuild the country.

3. Housing – where would new houses be built in already 

crowded cities?

Which of these do 

you think was the 

most significant and 

why?



NEW TOWNS

The damage caused to Britain was significant, mainly caused by 

large-scale attacks such as The Blitz.

The problem with reconstructing the same buildings in the 

same places was that it was not cost effective and the land 

itself was damaged.

So proposals were made to build whole new towns to house 

the population.

How might these 

towns have been

better than older

examples?



NEW TOWNS
The first new towns began their construction as 

early as 1946 – here are a number of examples:

Do you recognise any 

of these locations?

• Stevenage

•Crawley 

•Hemel Hempstead

•Harlow 

•Newton Aycliffe

•Peterlee 

•Welwyn Garden City 

•Hatfield 

•Basildon 

•Bracknell

•Corby



NEWTON AYCLIFFE
The site of ROF Aycliffe was converted into 

an industrial estate after the war, meaning 

that workers needed homes for their 

families.

Newton Aycliffe was proposed as ‘a

housewife’s paradise’ full of green areas

where children could play safely.

The first house was opened in 1948.

How do you think 

Newton Aycliffe has 

changed?







YEAR 5 TASK
Use the photographs on your table to discuss how Newton 

Aycliffe has changed over time.

Make direct comparisons between the pictures, using the 

question prompts to help you.

Use your discussions to make annotations on the sheets 

provided. 



HEALTH SERVICES

One of the other changes facing Britain was the health of the 

general public.

Not only were soldiers returning with life-changing illnesses, 

children’s health was very poor.

98% of children had some form of tooth decay, 1 in 15 died of 

tuberculosis and 1 in 20 infants died before the age of two.

People could not afford healthcare…so what was the solution?



THE NHS
The National Health Service was created in 1948 and aimed to 

allow free access to healthcare for ALL.

Some of the changes this enabled were:

• More hospitals built around the country.

• Specific rules and standards for medics introduced.

• Vaccination programmes drawn up for children.

• Dental / glasses / hearing aids all provided.

• Beginning to treat mental health as well.



THE NHS
Lots of people were sceptical about this 

new free service so the NHS handed out 

these leaflets to everyone to explain the 

different options available to them.

What can we find out from this source?





YEAR 6 TASK
Read through the copy of the NHS leaflet and use it to make 

a list of new services and treatment options provided after 

1948.

Use this information to reflect on how these changes 

continue to impact our lives in 2021…given the current global 

climate!





PLENARY

COULD IT BE ARGUED THAT 
WORLD WAR II WAS GOOD 

FOR BRITAIN?


