
1

Tuesday 22nd June 2021

L.C. Can you explore how World War II 

changed Britain?

I can give examples of the changes made to 

society.

I can begin to explore the impact of these

changes.



STARTER – FILL IN THE BLANKS  

The name ‘The Blitz’ comes from the German word ‘blitzkrieg’, which 

means . It began on the 7th of in 

19 .  Around 55,000 casualties were sustained 

during the attacks. People would hide in shelters at home or use the

stations of the London tube service. 

Other cities also bombed during the Blitz included Coventry, Liverpool 

and in Wales. It is estimated that up to one of 

London was destroyed in by the end of the Blitz.



BRITAIN AT WAR

When Britain declared war on Germany in September 1939, 

there were many changes made to the lives of the people.

Some of these were immediate, some did not emerge until 

later on.

Some were short term changes, others made a lasting 

difference to our society. 



CAN YOU NAME ANY OF THESE 
CHANGES?



CONSCRIPTION
This began on the day that war was declared!

Any man between the ages of 18 and 41 could be called up to 

fight. Many ‘boys’ who were younger than this tried to sign up 

as well by faking their age on their records.

Women were also conscripted after 1941 to fill the roles left 

behind by men, such as working in factories and on farms.

How would this have 

affected their own 

lives and those of 

their family?



THE BLACKOUT

During the night, cities and towns were made completely dark 

so that they were more easily hidden from German bombers.

This meant blackout curtains at your windows and no lights 

on inside.

Even the street lights were turned off!

What would this 

blackout have 

stopped you from 

doing?



RATIONING
Rationing began early on in the war and covered 

many different products apart from food, such as

petrol and metal.

Families had to live on a very basic menu of food 

each week, supplemented by what they could grow 

themselves.

Rationing continued with some items until 1954.

How might this have 

affected your health?



TAXES
Just as in 2021, people had to pay taxes towards local 

government.

However, these increased significantly during the conflict in

order to pay for the war – weapons, equipment and supplies 

had to be paid for somehow!

Some taxes rose by 30% up until 1948.

What impact would 

this have had on your 

quality of life?



THE BLITZ
The 57 consecutive nights of bombing in London during the 

Blitz killed thousands and destroyed huge parts of the city, 

including homes, churches and businesses (many of which had 

to close).

Without these 

buildings, what would 

people be missing?



WHAT WOULD THE IMMEDIATE IMPACT OF THESE 
CHANGES BE?

Conscription





Your Task

Complete the table to show how the war changed 

Britain during 1939 – 1945.

Begin to think about whether or not these changes 

would be short or long term.



Plenary

Look at your list of 

changes…TTYP and decide 

which ones you think were 

temporary and which could 

have been permanent.

Be prepared to explain your 

ideas. 



Key Questions

Do you think the people were happy about the 

changes? All of them? None of them?

Would other countries, such as Germany, have 

witnessed the same changes?

How do you think some of these changes were

addressed post-1945?


