
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reading 
Reading is a life skill and is and always will be a priority at Ox Close. Mrs Bowman and Mrs Harvey sent 
home a letter with information about a sponsored read earlier this week. By running this sponsored read, 
if we raise different thresholds of money, we can earn rewards enabling us to purchase more books for 
the school.   
Nursery 
Oxclose Nursery, which has provided such a good offer for so many years, has some spaces available 
for the new academic year. This limited numbers of spaces are available to children who are 3 at the 
start of the new term in September. If you know of anyone who is interested then please advise them to 
get in touch with the Nursery on 01388 814970 or to call in and see Nicola in the Nursery reception as 
soon as possible.  
Year 6 
Our lovely Year 6 children are now in their final half term as Ox Close pupils. It is hard to believe that this 
is the case as I can still vividly remember when they were in Reception. Their final 16 months in the 
school have been somewhat different to those years which have gone before, as COVID has taken hold. 
From a logistical point of view, it has been the most challenging time and we have done everything to 
ensure that we have kept the children safe while providing them with the most high quality possible 
experience. Lockdown and the provision which we were able to offer, due to the ceaseless ambition of 
leaders and hard work of staff, demonstrated the fact that Ox Close is totally focussed upon achieving 
the very best for the pupils. We are confident that they will be as well prepared as possible as they move 
to secondary education. Due to the success and popularity of the school, our numbers are higher than 
other schools and so planning anything is always more complex. Small schools, for example, will have 
all year group pupils within one class and, therefore, within one bubble, while we could not and would not 
have 45 children in one class.  This then means that we have to be creative in order to bring those Year 
6 children back together to celebrate their final days here, without compromising safety and potentially 
ending up with large numbers of children self-isolating. In the final week of school, we will re-unite Year 6 
as part of our leavers celebrations. 
Leavers Celebrations 
Miss Bowden has written a letter which has gone home to Year 6 tonight. This letter gives full details of 
the many leavers activities which have been planned. While there is much speculation over June 21st 
due to the rising numbers of COVID cases, we can only really follow the guidance as it stands. This 
guidance, may or may not change but we simply have to plan and give notice. I do not believe in over 
promising and under delivering. It is really hard for schools and on a personal level I have spent money 
on prom dresses and hair appointments for my girls, with the possibility/likelihood that the Y11 prom will 
have to be cancelled, while their residential has been cancelled this week by the organisers. This is not 
the fault of their school at all and highlights the difficulty of the situation for all concerned. However, we 
are focussed upon providing the very best possible and safe within school activities and celebrations for 
Year 6, while being mindful of the guidance and the ongoing COVID pandemic.  
Class Charts 
This week's top scorers are: 

R - Rowan D 

Y1/2 - Luca S 

Y3/4 - Emmie-Jay T 

Y5/6 - Sam W 
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Smarties Challenge 
There have been many Smarties tubes that have been handed into the office this week. It is great to see 
that so many children have taken part in this challenge, which was organised as ever by the amazing Ox 
Close Friends. Today was the deadline for returning the tubes, following the challenge which was set for 
over half term. Thank you to everyone for taking part and to the Ox Close Friends. The funds raised will 
be used by the Friends to provide wonderful activities and resources for the children in the coming year. 
The winners of the prize draw for two £10 Smyths Toy Superstore vouchers will be announced next 
week. 
COVID-19  
If you or anyone in your family are displaying COVID-19 symptoms then the following link is useful in 
order for you to be able to book a test: https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. Alternatively, you can 
also call 119. Under these circumstances, please keep us informed if your child has been in school. It is 
also important that if anyone in your household, child or adult, displays symptoms or has a test all within 
the household self isolates. This means that, even if children are eligible to attend, all siblings who live 
with a child or adult who is displaying symptoms should not attend school until the end of the self-
isolation period or after the affected person has had a negative test. Please check by calling the school 
office if you are unsure.   
In addition, if there is a positive Lateral Flow Test result, the procedure is to self-isolate and to book a 
COVID test in the same manner as previously. Full details are given in the link above.    
Attendance 
Class 1/2C had the highest attendance this week with 99.7%. The overall school attendance this year is  
97.4% while this week it has been 96.2%. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence has 
been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we 
have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol 
explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time 
(where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). The 
school processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  
 
Dates for the Diary 

Wednesday 16th June 1/2C Beach School Workshop 

Wednesday 23rd June 1/2R Beach School Workshop 

Wednesday 30th June 1/2P Beach School Workshop 

Friday 16th July 3:15pm – Break up for Summer holidays 

Thursday 2nd September Children back to school 

 
 

A Bowden    D Harrison 

Miss A Bowden   Mr D Harrison 
Head of School    Executive Headteacher 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fget-coronavirus-test&data=04%7C01%7Cd.harrison200%40oxclosespennymoor.uk%7Cd9fb89bf322f410da70f08d921b1339d%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C637577867217801504%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gZZOCRsCEYlZH%2B7xnRKBFwLy9CLYmxYxgLJP6oA4iBs%3D&reserved=0

