
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COVID-19  
Unfortunately, there has been a recent upsurge in COVID cases and many Durham schools have been 
affected over the past week. It seems clear that the Delta variant is going to cause further disruption across 
the summer months, which is extremely disappointing and frustrating. At this point, we must continue to 
take all sensible precautions, no matter how annoying this is.   
If you or anyone in your family are displaying COVID-19 symptoms then the following link is useful in order for you 
to be able to book a test: https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. Alternatively, you can also call 119.  
Under these circumstances, please keep us informed if your child has been in school. It is also important that if 
anyone in your household, child or adult, displays symptoms or has a test all within the household self isolates. 
This means that, even if children are eligible to attend, all siblings who live with a child or adult who is displaying 
symptoms should not attend school until the end of the self-isolation period or after the affected person has had a 
negative test. Please check by calling the school office if you are unsure.   
In addition, if there is a positive Lateral Flow Test result, the procedure is to self-isolate and to book a PCR test in 
the same manner as previously. School once again must be informed immediately as there are procedures which 
we must follow.  
Coronavirus Testing - PCR or LFT?  
I thought it might be useful to clarify the two different tests and explain when they should be used as we have had 
quite a few questions this week. A PCR test is for children who have symptoms of Coronavirus. If you let us know 
that your child has symptoms or if your child is sent home with symptoms then we will require you to take your child 
for a PCR test. There are sites locally, you can order a test online or we also have a small number of postal kits 
available for use. A LFT test is for people who do not have symptoms and is a way of providing early identification 
of asymptomatic cases. Primary school children are not expected to complete these regularly however I know that 
some parents/carers are completing these with their child. A LFT test cannot be used as proof that your child is 
negative if they have symptoms. More information about testing can be found here:  
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/get-tested-for-coronavirus/  
Brilliant Attitudes 
Earlier this week Miss Bowden and I were busy observing learning and looking at some of the amazing work which 
has been produced by the children once again. We also did some socially distanced pupil discussions with 
members of the Children’s Leadership Team from Years 3, 4, 5 and 6.  I have seen really good evidence of 
children making progress across the academic year, despite the annoying inconveniences which have been 
caused by COVID. I always love speaking to the children, it really reminds me of why I do this job. On multiple 
occasions, the word ‘perseverance’ was used, which was great to hear. In addition, the children were able to 
understand that adults need to help them to understand independently, rather than spoon feed and lead them to 
answers. I have also been thrilled by the fact that we have seen such a variety of different learning activities so far, 
from Science to Geography, Maths to History and everything in between. Interestingly, when we ask the children to 
name their favourite subjects, this produces a wide variety of answers, which reflects the holistic provision which is 
in place. 
Congratulations to Miss A Walton and Miss L Hicks 
Miss A Walton and Miss L Hicks have been fabulous members of the Reception team over the past few years, as 
they have completed their Teaching Assistant apprenticeship with us. They have both learned so much and are 
incredibly mature, caring, hardworking and talented. I am delighted that they can both stay with us next year as 
some Teaching Assistant opportunities became available. It will be great for them to continue as part of Team Ox 
Close. The excellence and depth of talent amongst our Teaching Assistant team is arguably one of the biggest 
assets of the school and it is fantastic that both will be able to continue to prosper at Ox Close in the next academic 
year.  
Nursery 
Oxclose Nursery, which has provided such a good offer for so many years, has some spaces available for the new 
academic year. This limited numbers of spaces are available to children who are 3 at the start of the new term in 
September. If you know of anyone who is interested then please advise them to get in touch with the Nursery on 
01388 814970 or to call in and see Nicola in the Nursery reception as soon as possible.   
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Durham Lions 
Recently, Durham Lions donated 3 books to school, all of which have an environmental theme and, chiefly, look at 
the impact of plastics on animals. I have been amazed at the animal enthusiasm which has been displayed by the 
children in Key Stage 1 and so the 3 Y1/2 classes have thoroughly enjoyed reading those books. Thank you so 
much to the Durham Lions for this donation.  
Pride Month – Non-Uniform Day 
It's one of our favourite times of the Ox Close year at the moment, we are busy celebrating Pride Month through 
different activities and challenges linked to the 6 colours of the Pride Flag.  The work that has been produced so far 
for the Red and Orange weeks, and uploaded on to the children's SeeSaw accounts, has been lovely and will be 
displayed in some of our local NHS centres on their Wellbeing Walls.  We would like to invite you to continue our 
Pride theme into the last whole school non-uniform day on Friday 9th July.  We would like you to "Wear a 
Rainbow".  This can be interpreted in any way you like - simply wearing your favourite colour in the Pride Flag, 
wearing ALL of the colours at once, wearing something with a rainbow on it - be as creative as you like! We will 
have a special prize for the most colourful class!  We want to fill the school with colour - something that will brighten 
all of our days!  
Birthday Parties 
At the end of the Autumn and Spring Terms, we held a birthday party for all of the children who had had a birthday 
in those terms. We will be having the same arrangement for the children who have had their birthday this term. 
Further details will follow - watch this space! 
Considerate Parking 
When dropping off or picking up your children could parents/carers please avoid parking where there is a dropped 
kerb on Ox Close Crescent so that people in wheelchairs/mobility scooters can safely cross the road. Thank you for 
your co-operation. 
Class Charts 
This week's top scorers are: 
Reception – Tom D, Kaeson D, Isabella W and Theo B 
Years 1 and 2 – Katie S and Will J 
Years 3 and 4 – Thomas A 
Year 5 and 6 – Sam W 
Congratulations to all our winners.  
Attendance 
Class 1/2R had the highest attendance this week with 99.3%. The overall school attendance this year is 97.3% 
while this week it has been 95.3%. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence has been determined as 
90%. Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the 
Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must 
be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or 
more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the County Council 
pick up on unauthorised absence.  

 
Dates for the Diary 
 

Wednesday 30th June 1/2P Beach School Workshop 

Thursday 8th July 3/4H Class Fun Day 

Friday 9th July 3/4W Class Fun Day 

Monday 12th July 3/4C Class Fun Day 

Thursday 15th July 5:30pm Year 6 Virtual Graduation Assembly 

Friday 16th July 3:15pm – Break up for Summer holidays 

Thursday 2nd September Children back to school 
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