
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amazing Children 
We are so lucky at Ox Close to have the most amazing children, right across the Federation. As we have 
been monitoring provision, I have had the opportunity to talk to children ranging in age from 2 to 11. 
They are united in their manners and their enthusiasm and I am so proud to be Executive Head of an 
organisation which is populated with such fine young citizens. From hamsters to seeds, from tortoises to 
Newcastle United’s upsurge, from Gymnastics to new jobs, holidays and Grandparents, the topics have 
been wide ranging. Every day this week, a separate child asked me how my day was going and wished 
me well. This reflects so well upon them, their families, the staff and the values of the organisation.  
Red Nose Day and Ukraine Appeal - Friday 18th March 
In last week's newsletter, we mentioned our plans for Red Nose Day. Following discussions with 
children, we have decided to alter our plans slightly - we shared this with you all via Seesaw earlier in the 
week. As I am sure you are aware, the situation in Ukraine is extremely upsetting to see. Lots of the 
children are talking about and reflecting upon this and want to do something to help. Therefore, we have 
decided to split the money that we raise on Friday 18th March equally between Red Nose Day and the 
Red Cross Ukraine Appeal.  
More information about both charities can be found here: 
https://www.comicrelief.com/rednoseday 
https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-crisis-appeal 
We will continue with the planned theme of Funny is Power - making someone laugh can be a super 
power - and we invite the children to come to school in one of two ways: dressed as a superhero or 
dressed in a funny way.  They could wear a superhero outfit you already have, make your own 
superhero outfit, wear your clothes backwards for the day or even come to school in your pyjamas ... 
anything to make you and other people LAUGH! Alternatively, if they prefer to just wear their own clothes 
- sporting the colours of blue and yellow to support Ukraine might be an idea. We would ask that you 
make a £1 donation towards the charities however if you would like to donate more than there will be 
collection pots at the gates and in the classrooms.  
Wraparound Care Free Session Offer 
I have mentioned that the Federation offers Wraparound Care for the children. On a morning, this is from 
7.45am to 8.45am and after school it is offered up until 5.30pm. A while ago, I promised that we would 
offer a free session to both existing and new users. If you would like to book a free session, between 
now and Easter, please call the office and speak to Mrs Ozturk. Last night, I was talking to a parent who 
rightly pointed out that some parents don’t know much about the service but who may need occasional 
emergency childcare. This offer presents an opportunity for parents and children to discover more about 
the service. I have been delighted to see the children enjoying the use of the new equipment and it has 
been so lovely to talk to them about this. Places are limited as we have to ensure that we have adequate 
supervision. Please get in touch with Mrs Ozturk and she will arrange your free session. 
Start of the School Day  
As restrictions have been lifted, we decided to alter our start of school arrangements from last Monday 
so that all children are in school and ready to learn by 9am. The gates are open from 8:45am for all 
children to come into school together. We encourage children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 to use the 
Ox Close Crescent Gate and children in Years 3 – 6 to use the Main Gate. Siblings can come in together 
through either gate. The gates close at 9am, any children who arrive after this time must come in via the 
Main Office and will be marked as late. Please note there are no changes to home time arrangements.   
Bikes and Scooters  
We are pleased to announce that the children can once again bring bikes and scooters to school if they 
wish. These must be stored by the Main Gate in the bike sheds and can be collected from there after 
school.  
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Super Sports 
Before half term, we saw children trying volleyball. This week, we have seen hockey, tennis and 
badminton and it is fantastic to see the children having an opportunity to try out some different skills. As 
someone who has played and been coached in both tennis and badminton, I can say that we have some 
budding stars on our hands. Hopefully this will be the first step for some who want to play for fun and 
fitness, while for others it may open a door to competitive sport. I look forward to seeing their skills 
progress over the coming weeks.  
Class Charts – Weekly Top Scorers  
 

Reception  Brodie W Year 4  Isobel P 

Year 1  Jensen V Year 5  Adam C 

Year 2  Patsi H Year 6  Caitlin E 

Year 3  Tommy A     
 

School Meals Price Increase 
From 4th April 2022 the cost of a school meal will increase from £2.15 to £2.20. Parents who are paying 
for meals for children in Key Stage 2 and have ordered up to 8th April 2022 will have an additional 25p to 
pay on their Parent Pay account. 
New Dinner Menu 
The new menu starts after Easter and meal order forms went out last week. You can now book meals on 
Parent Pay up to 20th July 2022. If you are unable to make your own bookings online, please return the 
completed order form to the school office as soon as possible and we will make the bookings for you. 
COVID Cases 
Throughout the pandemic, we have liaised with Durham Public Health and followed guidance. It is vital 
that we continue to work together to minimise the spread of the virus in these challenging times. If your 
child tests positive, they should still self-isolate as was the case prior to half term. Self-isolation ends 
after 5 days, following 2 negative LFT tests taken 24 hours apart. The first LFT should not be taken until 
day 5 and children can return to school on day 6 if they are negative on day 5 and day 6. As ever, please 
keep us informed – you can text the school, email or phone the school office.  
Parent Support  
Miss Bewick, our Parent Support Advisor, is available to offer support. She can be contacted via the 
school office or on 07584072973 and can also be emailed: r.bewick300@oxclosespennymoor.uk.  
 
Dates for the Diary 
 

Monday 21st, Tuesday 22nd and 
Wednesday 23rd March 

Virtual Parent Consultation Evening 

Friday 8th April 2022 School closes for Easter holiday 

Monday 25th April 2022 School re-opens after Easter holiday 

Friday 27th May 2022 School Closed - Platinum Jubilee Celebration 
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