
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Responsible Parking: Safety Message 
We know that the vast majority of parents park responsibly if they have to drop children off in the 
car. Parking around all schools can be a nightmare and Ox Close is no different at times. There are 
various safety measures that are in place, including zig zag lines which are immediately outside of 
the school. Clearly, those lines are there to prevent people parking in that place and the reason is 
that it is unsafe to park there and could potentially cause an accident or even a child to end up 
injured. Unfortunately, this week we received a report from the public which said that there had been 
someone parking on the zig zag lines. That member of the public did the correct thing in notifying us 
so that we can appeal to parents but also in that they reported the matter to the police. I am sure 
that all would join me in appealing directly to the minority of drivers who do not park safely to help us 
to keep everyone safe by being responsible. Thank you for your support.  
Healthy Living 
This week, children in KS1 have been talking about the importance of keeping fit and staying 
healthy during Miss Bowden's assembly. They talked about the different food groups and the 
importance of a balanced diet. Miss Bowden also set the children two challenges. The first was to 
bring water to school and the second was to go to bed early on a school night. Good luck with the 
challenges - we can't wait to hear if you succeed. KS2 - your assembly is next week and Miss 
Bowden has two exciting challenges for you.  
Marvellous Manners 
Last week, I was praising our amazing children and this week we saw evidence of their superb manners 
when some of our Year 3 and 4 children went to the swimming baths. Three separate members of the 
public made a point of praising the children for how polite they were when they were out. This was 
fantastic to hear. Manners cost nothing but they go a very long way. This week, we also had our termly 
visit from the Local Authority’s Leadership Adviser and she noted the manners and enthusiasm of the 
children in Reception, where we spent most of our time, and around the school. Well done to all of the 
children, especially those who went swimming from Mrs Cox’s class.  
Red Nose Day and Ukraine Appeal - Friday 18th March 
Thank you for your support with our Red Nose Day and the Red Cross Ukraine Appeal.  
More information about both charities can be found here: 
https://www.comicrelief.com/rednoseday 
https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-crisis-appeal 
Wraparound Care: Naming  
We have also asked the children who are attending to think of a suitable name and a design/mascot to 
represent our Wraparound Care service. There have been some good ideas but we are still open to 
ideas and suggestions so get your thinking caps on! We are planning on having some branding made 
with the new name and logo and plan to have signs on the outside of the building so this is a good 
opportunity for budding marketing professionals!  
Pedestrian Entrance 
Please could we ask parents to remember to use the pedestrian access when coming into school. We 
have had reports of children coming in with parents via the drive and this is obviously dangerous as 
vehicles can be coming in and out of the site. Safeguarding the children is paramount. Thank you for 
your support with this. 
Class Charts – Weekly Top Scorers  

Reception  Anna W Year 4  Joseph C 

Year 1  Tommy D Year 5  Harmony D 

Year 2  Nell M Year 6  Edward G 

Year 3  Tommy A     
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Wraparound Care Free Session Offer: Still available  
Last week, I mentioned that we were offering some free sessions of our Wraparound Care and we have 
had good interest. On a morning, this is from 7.45am to 8.45am and after school it is offered up until 
5.30pm. If you would like to book a free session, between now and Easter, please call the office and 
speak to Mrs Ozturk. This offer presents an opportunity for parents and children to discover more about 
the service. I have been delighted to see the children enjoying the use of the new equipment and it has 
been so lovely to talk to them about this. Places are limited as we have to ensure that we have adequate 
supervision. Please get in touch with Mrs Ozturk and she will arrange your free session. 
School Meals Price Increase 
From 4th April 2022 the cost of a school meal will increase from £2.15 to £2.20. Parents who are paying 
for meals for children in Key Stage 2 and have ordered up to 8th April 2022 will have an additional 25p to 
pay on their Parent Pay account. 
New Dinner Menu: Delay 
Taylor Shaw have decided to delay the start of the new Summer menu until Monday 6th June 2022 as 
they are experiencing problems in sourcing the products needed. Therefore, they are continuing with the 
existing Spring menu until the May half-term. As a result, the Summer menu that was on Parent Pay has 
had to be deleted to enable Parent Pay to extend the Spring menu dates. If you had made bookings for 
after Easter I am afraid they have also been deleted. Taylor Shaw send their apologies for the 
inconvenience. Could parents now book meals for after Easter up to 27th May 2022 on Parent Pay. If you 
will need help making bookings online from 6th June, please continue to return your completed order 
forms for the Summer menu to the school office and we will make the bookings for you.  
COVID Cases 
Throughout the pandemic, we have liaised with Durham Public Health and followed guidance. It is vital 
that we continue to work together to minimise the spread of the virus in these challenging times. If your 
child tests positive, they should still self-isolate as was the case prior to half term. Self-isolation ends 
after 5 days, following 2 negative LFT tests taken 24 hours apart. The first LFT should not be taken until 
day 5 and children can return to school on day 6 if they are negative on day 5 and day 6. As ever, please 
keep us informed – you can text the school, email or phone the school office.  
Parent Support  
Miss Bewick, our Parent Support Advisor, is available to offer support. She can be contacted via the 
school office or on 07584072973 and can also be emailed: r.bewick300@oxclosespennymoor.uk.  
 
Dates for the Diary 
 

Monday 21st, Tuesday 22nd and 
Wednesday 23rd March 

Virtual Parent Consultation Evening 

Friday 8th April 2022 School closes for Easter holiday 

Monday 25th April 2022 School re-opens after Easter holiday 

Friday 27th May 2022 School Closed - Platinum Jubilee Celebration 
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