
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Good Luck Year 6! 
Next week, Year 6 children across the country will be completing their Key Stage 2 SATs tests and Ox 
Close is no exception. I am really proud of the children and would like to wish them good luck. The only 
expectation is that they give of their best and if they manage to do this then both parents and school staff 
will be more than happy. We know that the children have worked hard and, along with the staff, have had 
to contend with difficult circumstances through COVID. The hard work will pay off and our express wish 
is that the children relax and have a completely stress-free weekend, with plenty of rest! 
 
Assembled Company 
Yesterday, was a landmark day for me as I held an in-person assembly for the first time since the start of 
the COVID crisis. It was amazing to see all of the children together in one space and we were joined by 
the Rev Matt Tarling from St Paul’s, the theme being the importance of telling the truth. Although I had 
seen Matt on screen, it was also the first time that we have seen him in person since March 2020. 
Community is something which is very important to us and being able to have the children together and 
seeing such a pivotal figure as Matt was fantastic and, hopefully, a sign of things to come. I have to say 
that the behaviour of the children was also amazing! 
 
Appointments 
As we move forward and the school continues to grow, we will be making appointments to further 
strengthen our amazing Ox Close team. Our aim is always to ensure the very best provision for the 
children and we are at an exciting stage. Some of these processes have started and we will bring news 
to you when we have it.  
 
Weekly Class Charts  
Reception  Kyle E Year 4  Emmie-Jay T 

Year 1  Lois A, Daisy B and Lyndi-Rose W Year 5  Leo H 

Year 2  Rosie K Year 6  Laila D 

Year 3  Caleb W     

 

Pedestrian Entrance 
Please could we ask parents to remember to use the pedestrian access when coming into school. We 
have had reports of children coming in with parents via the drive and this is obviously dangerous as 
vehicles can be coming in and out of the site. Safeguarding the children is paramount. Thank you for 
your support with this. 
 
Limited Spaces - Reception September 2022 
Ox Close continues to be one of the most popular schools in the region and we are constantly dealing 
with enquiries for spaces. Usually we have none! However, we currently have a limited number of 
spaces for Reception for September 2022. This situation is almost unprecedented and represents a rare 
and wonderful opportunity for parents in the area to attain a place at the school. Ox Close is an amazing 
school and there are many exciting times ahead. If you are interested in a place in Reception for 
2022, please do get in touch. We would be happy to discuss and to show people around so that 
they can see the school for themselves.  
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COVID Cases 
Throughout the pandemic, we have liaised with Durham Public Health and followed guidance and this 
guidance has changed once again over the past week.  Recently, there has been a huge rise in the 
number of cases locally once again. It is vital that we continue to work together to minimise the spread of 
the virus in these challenging times. The new isolation guidance for symptomatic children and adults is 
as follows: 
 •  Adults with the symptoms of a respiratory infection, and who have a high temperature or feel unwell, 

should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people until they feel well enough to resume 
normal activities and they no longer have a high temperature 

 •  Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and 
avoid contact with other people. They can go back to school, college or childcare when they no longer 
have a high temperature, and they are well enough to attend  

•  Adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other 
people for 5 days, which is when they are most infectious. For children and young people aged 18 
and under, the advice is 3 days. 

 
Parent Support  
Miss Bewick, our Parent Support Advisor, is available to offer support. She can be contacted via the 
school office or on 07584072973 and can also be emailed: r.bewick300@oxclosespennymoor.uk.  
 
Dates for the Diary 

W/C Monday 9th May 2022 Key Stage 2 Test Week 

Thursday 26th May 2022 Jubilee Picnic - more information to follow 

Thursday 26th May 2022 (3.15pm) School closes for May Half-term 

Friday 27th May 2022  School Closed - Platinum Jubilee Celebration 

Monday 30th May to 3rd June 2022 Half-term Holiday 

Monday 6th June 2022 School re-opens after Half-term Holiday 

Monday 20th June 2022 School Closed - PD day 

Wednesday 20th July 2022 3.15pm - Break up for Summer holidays 
 

 

A Bowden    D Harrison 

 
Miss A Bowden   Mr D Harrison 
Head of School    Executive Headteacher 
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