
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Well done Year 6! 
I would like to congratulate Year 6 upon completing their Key Stage 2 SATs tests this week. Their 
attitude was faultless and they approached the challenge with confidence and purpose. Well done to all 
of the children and the staff. Our mantra is to ‘Be the best that you can be’ and all have adhered to this 
over the past week and over their time at Ox Close.  We are very proud of how they have conducted 
themselves and look forward to them enjoying their final months with us at Ox Close. Today has been a 
little more relaxed for the children and the staff and I was delighted to see the efforts of Year 6 
acknowledged in our Class Charts system this week.  
 
Jubilee Picnic - Thursday 26th May 
Her Majesty the Queen will become the first British Monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee after 70 
years of service this year. The national dates for celebration are the beginning of June 2022 but our plan 
at Ox Close is to celebrate and mark the event throughout the final week of this half term.  Earlier in the 
week, a letter was sent out with further details for the finale of the week which will be a whole school 
community picnic. We look forward to seeing as many as you as possible at this exciting event. 
 
After School Clubs 
It is excellent to see our after school clubs back in swing, with a wide range of activities on offer from the 
arts to sports. Our Netball after school club is proving to be very popular and it has been excellent to see 
the progress which has been made by the children over the past months. We are looking to see if we 
can arrange a friendly fixture for the squad so that they can apply their skills. Thank you to all of the staff 
for putting on the clubs.  
 
Appointments 
As we move forward and the school continues to grow, we will be making appointments to further 
strengthen our amazing Ox Close team. Our aim is always to ensure the very best provision for the 
children and we are at an exciting stage. Some of these processes have started and we will bring news 
to you when we have it.  
 
Weekly Class Charts  
Reception  Amelia P Year 4  Alfie E 

Year 1  Jack H Year 5  Charley S 

Year 2  Amelia D Year 6  All of Year 6 

Year 3  Tommy A     

 

Pedestrian Entrance 
Please could we ask parents to remember to use the pedestrian access when coming into school. We 
have had reports of children coming in with parents via the drive and this is obviously dangerous as 
vehicles can be coming in and out of the site. Safeguarding the children is paramount. Thank you for 
your support with this. 
 
Limited Spaces - Reception September 2022 
Ox Close continues to be one of the most popular schools in the region and we are constantly dealing 
with enquiries for spaces. Usually we have none! However, we currently have a limited number of 
spaces for Reception for September 2022. We have made some banners which advertise school and 
Nursery and shortly you will be able to see these around the town. This situation is almost 
unprecedented and represents a rare and wonderful opportunity for parents in the area to attain a place 
at the school. Ox Close is an amazing school and there are many exciting times ahead. If you are 
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interested in a place in Reception for 2022, please do get in touch. We would be happy to discuss 
and to show people around so that they can see the school for themselves.  
 
School Meal Bookings 
Could parents now book meals on Parent Pay from 6th June up to the Summer holidays. When we return 
after the half-term holiday we will be starting with the Week 3 menu. Thank you. 
 
COVID Cases 
Throughout the pandemic, we have liaised with Durham Public Health and followed guidance and this 
guidance has changed once again over the past week.  Recently, there has been a huge rise in the 
number of cases locally once again. It is vital that we continue to work together to minimise the spread of 
the virus in these challenging times. The new isolation guidance for symptomatic children and adults is 
as follows: 
 •  Adults with the symptoms of a respiratory infection, and who have a high temperature or feel unwell, 

should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people until they feel well enough to resume 
normal activities and they no longer have a high temperature 

 •  Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and 
avoid contact with other people. They can go back to school, college or childcare when they no longer 
have a high temperature, and they are well enough to attend  

•  Adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other 
people for 5 days, which is when they are most infectious. For children and young people aged 18 
and under, the advice is 3 days. 

 
Parent Support  
Miss Bewick, our Parent Support Advisor, is available to offer support. She can be contacted via the 
school office or on 07584072973 and can also be emailed: r.bewick300@oxclosespennymoor.uk.  
 
Dates for the Diary 

Thursday 26th May 2022 Jubilee Picnic – see separate letter for full details 

Thursday 26th May 2022 (3.15pm) School closes for May Half-term 

Friday 27th May 2022  School Closed - Platinum Jubilee Celebration 

Monday 30th May to 3rd June 2022 Half-term Holiday 

Monday 6th June 2022 School re-opens after Half-term Holiday 

Monday 20th June 2022 School Closed - PD day 

Wednesday 20th July 2022 3.15pm - Break up for Summer holidays 
 

 

A Bowden    D Harrison 

 
Miss A Bowden   Mr D Harrison 
Head of School    Executive Headteacher 
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