
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Jubilee Celebrations 
The Jubilee Celebrations last week were very memorable and a fitting tribute to the Queen. I hope that everyone 
enjoyed the weekend. We were very keen to mark the event in school and Nursery and, as you know we held our 
Jubilee Picnic on Thursday 26th May. We are very grateful to Councillor Maddison, who provided us with £300 of 
funding so that we could provide all of the children with a small commemorative gift.  
 
Parents Return 
My happiest memory of our Jubilee Picnic was of parents being back in school. The atmosphere was lovely and 
really represents what we are about as leaders and as a school. We are thrilled that we will be able to involve you 
all in events once again. It was a shame that the heavens opened so dramatically and this cut the event a little 
short. I know that parents did enjoy the event though and the rain did not dampen spirits, even if it did soak us all 
physically.  We also had parents in for the Y6 Residential information meeting. 
 
New Build and Amalgamation 
As is widely known, this week planning permission was granted for a new build Primary and Nursery School to 
replace the existing Ox Close schools (Primary and Nursery). Two years ago, we were approached as Durham 
County Council sought to find a solution to the projected lack of school places that will arise in Spennymoor. This is 
down to the massive expansion of housing in the town, something which is plain for all to see. The new build will be 
on the former Tudhoe Grange site on Durham Road and will not involve any other schools merging with us, 
contrary to rumours. This represents an opportunity for us to design and build an incredible school and as someone 
who has a strong child-centred vision, this is so exciting. When the doors open, we must ensure that all concerned 
can see why this decision has been taken, it must be the best Primary and Nursery School that has ever been built. 
I have spent a huge amount of time visiting other sites and, although we will be restricted by design practicalities, I 
have pushed to include exciting facilities. Subject to budget, this will include bespoke Music, Arts, Sports and 
Science facilities and grounds that will be fantastic when they fully mature. We want the very best for every single 
child and this facility will allow us to provide the very best start in life for the pupils of the town.  
 
Ambition for children  
Our aspiration is to offer the kind of opportunities for free that people would pay for in the private sector and this will 
include extensive wraparound care and before and after school provision to meet the needs of working parents and 
talented pupils. It will also provide fantastic opportunities for staff development. I can also say absolutely 
categorically that the nurture and care that we currently have will be matched and exceeded in the new build. Ox 
Close is the biggest school in the area at present and I would note that, despite this, I would argue strongly that the 
care and nurture here is the envy of most schools, with the Ofsted grading for Personal Development reflecting this. 
The ethos will continue to promote this and, while we may have more pupils than some schools, we also have 
many more staff. Over my time in charge, we have recruited over 50 staff and when we recruit we find staff who 
share our values and who are capable of delivering our vision for the amazing children. Neither Miss Bowden or I 
would ever accept anything less than the best for the children and, while it means that we have to work hard in 
negotiations, this should afford some reassurance as we move forward. To put it frankly, we would not ever have 
entertained this idea if we did not believe it to be in the best interests of the children and the community. We will be 
engaging with all stakeholders as we move forward. It is anticipated that the new build will be opened in September 
2024. I will keep you posted. 
 
Limited Spaces - Reception September 2022 
Ox Close continues to be one of the most popular schools in the region and we are constantly dealing with 
enquiries for spaces. Usually we have none! However, we currently have a limited number of spaces for Reception 
for September 2022. We have made some banners which advertise school and Nursery and the first of these are 
now on display. This situation is almost unprecedented and represents a rare and wonderful opportunity for parents 
in the area to attain a place at the school. Ox Close is an amazing school and there are many exciting times ahead. 
If you are interested in a place in Reception for 2022, please do get in touch. We would be happy to discuss 
and to show people around so that they can see the school for themselves.  
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Weekly Class Charts  

Reception  Bentley R Year 4  Isobel P 

Year 1  Winston A Year 5  Jack S 

Year 2  Seb A Year 6  Millie C 

Year 3  Eila B     

 

Next Year’s Line Up 

Miss Bowden, Mrs Sneath (the Chair of Governors) and I have been really busy recruiting recently. I have been 

working with Miss Bowden on our organisation for next year in school and in Nursery and we hope to be able to 

share news of this with you next week. Next year promises to be an exciting one, which is full of opportunity. 

 

COVID Cases 
The current isolation guidance for symptomatic children and adults is as follows: 
 •  Adults with the symptoms of a respiratory infection, and who have a high temperature or feel unwell, should try 

to stay at home and avoid contact with other people until they feel well enough to resume normal activities and 
they no longer have a high temperature 

 •  Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and avoid contact 
with other people. They can go back to school, college or childcare when they no longer have a high 
temperature, and they are well enough to attend  

•    Adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people for 5  
days, which is when they are most infectious. For children and young people aged 18 and under, the advice is 3 
days. 

 
Dates for the Diary 
 

Wednesday 15th June 2022 Year 5 Transition Visit to Whitworth Park 

Friday 17th June 2022 Year 5 Visit to Preston Park 

Monday 20th June 2022 School Closed - PD day 

Sunday 26th June to Wednesday 29th June 2022 Year 6 Residential Trip 

Thursday 30th June 2022 Year 1/2 Visit to Seaham Beach 

 Friday 1st July 2022 Year 3/4 Visit to Beamish  

Monday 4th July 9.30am Key Stage 1 and Reception Sports Day 

Tuesday 5th July 9.30am Key Stage 2 Sports Day 

Wednesday 20th July 2022 3.15pm - Break up for Summer holidays 

 

A Bowden   D Harrison 

Miss A Bowden   Mr D Harrison 
Head of School    Executive Headteacher 


